
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
2014 BILL HEARING SUMMARY

LB 797

Hearing Date: Monday, February 3rd
Introducer: Nelson
One Liner: Provide funding for fountains at the State Capitol

Proponents: Representing:
Senator Nelson Introducer
Sara Kay American Institute of Architects, NE
Suzanne Wise NE Arts Council

Opponents: Representing:
Matt Litt AFP Nebraska 

Neutral: Representing:
Robert Ripley Office of the Capitol Commission

Statement of Intent:

LB 797 would create the Complete the Capitol Fund for the placement of a fountain in each of the 
State Capitol's four courtyards. The fountains will mark the completion of architect Bertram Goodhue's 
original design when the Capitol's construction began in 1922. The fountains would be completed in 
time for Nebraska's celebration of its one hundred fiftieth year as a state in 2017.

The Fund will consist of a designated amount transferred by the Legislature and any gifts, grants, 
bequests, or donations provided to the fund. The Fund shall be used only for the construction and 
placement of the fountains. 

LB 797 would require the State Treasurer to transfer $2,500,000 from the General Fund to the 
Complete the Capitol Fund in the following increments: $625,000 on July 1, 2014; $1,250,000 on July 
1, 2015; and $625,000 on July 1, 2016. The state would appropriate each respective transfer of funds 
to the Office of the Nebraska Capitol Commission for the purpose of constructing and placing the 
fountains.

Requested Funds:

FY14-15 2,500,000 G

Committee Action:

FY14-15 2,500,000 NCCF


