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Changing social, economic, and cultural conditions in the United States over the past  

several decades has placed children and youth at an increased risk for developing and 

displaying challenging behavior, resulting in negative school and life outcomes (Loeber & 

Farrington, 2001; Sprague & Walker, 2005). Growing numbers of children and youth are 

exposed to a host of risk  factors such as poverty, abuse, neglect, criminal activity or 

substance use by parents, harsh and  inconsistent parenting practices, and limited exposure to 

language and reading prior to the  beginning of their school careers (Patterson, Reid, & 

Dishion, 1992; Reid & Patterson, 1989). At the same time, the number of children and youth 

exhibiting aggressive, noncompliant, and acting-out behaviors in schools has been rising 

steadily (Loeber et al., 2001). Antisocial  behavior and high levels of aggression evidenced 

early in a child’s life are among the best  predictors of academic failure and delinquency in 

later years (Patterson et al., 1992).

There is little doubt that the declining social conditions in American society have spilled  

over into the process of schooling in very unfortunate ways (Sprague & Golly, 2013). 

Educators are faced with the daunting task of providing optimal learning experiences for 

students with behavioral challenges, often with little to no pre-service training or on-the-job 
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guidance. Even a  small number of students in a classroom with behavioral challenges can 

negatively affect the learning and achievement of an entire classroom of students. According to 

Sprague & Golly (2005), while students with chronic behavior problems account for only about 

3% to 5% of a  school’s population, they account for a disproportionate 40% to 50% of 

behavioral disruptions  and need more individual interventions than those at the school-wide 

and classroom levels. 

Teachers frequently report this is the area where they are least prepared upon entering 

the  profession and often leads to burnout or leaving the profession prematurely (Barret & 

Davis, 1993; Ingersoll, 2002; Reinke, Stormont, Herman, Puri, & Goell, 2011). It is critical that 

students with significant behavioral problems be supported in the development of positive 

behavioral patterns and amelioration of negative behaviors in the early grades. Without both 

school-wide  attention to positive behaviors and targeted/intensive interventions, it is highly 

likely that  students at behavioral risk will continue on a downward trajectory that results in 

negative social, behavioral and academic and outcomes throughout adolescence and into 

adulthood (Biglan, Holder, Brennan, & Foster, 2004). 

Nebraska has 1,130 public schools located in 244 school districts and 19 regional service 

centers known as Educational Service Units (s). Nebraska’s geographic distances and history 

as an agricultural state have contributed to strong local school control. The philosophy of local  

control is still strong. The majority of policy decisions remain with local school boards. 

Services provided by each of the 19 ESUs are primarily determined by local boards and 

advisory groups.  
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ESUs provide services (e.g. professional development, program and technology 

technical assistance, coaching and itinerant special education services) for their member 

schools. Through  ESUs providing these services, school districts are able to access training 

and resources they may  not otherwise be able to afford. Seventeen of the state’s 93 counties 

comprise the eastern one third of Nebraska and include school districts where approximately 

one-half of Nebraska’s  population resides. The remaining school districts, located in the 

western two-thirds of the state, cover a region of approximately 60,000 square miles and are 

mostly distributed in small  populations over large land areas.

Of Nebraska’s 244 school districts 173 have an enrollment of fewer than 500 students. 

There are 324,176 students enrolled in public schools. The poverty rate in Nebraska is 

46.33%  (based on free/reduced meals), 7.25% are English Language Learners (ELL), and 

15.67% receive  special education and related services. The student demographics in 

Nebraska are 33.92%, students of color and the student mobility rate right around 13%.  

In Nebraska, students with disabilities make up approximately 16% of our total student 

population.  With the ever changing landscape in which all of our students are experiencing in 

education, now more than ever there is a call for trained professionals who can provide mental 

health support in schools.  Among these are Nebraska’s School Psychologists.  Nebraska 

school psychologists are under the jurisdiction of the Nebraska Department of Education. The 

certificate is issued for grades pre-k through 12. As per 006.53C of state code, this credential 

allows school psychologists to provide services to students up to age 21. The credential does 

not authorize private practice; this would require a license issued by the Nebraska Department 
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of Health and Human Services.  School psychologists are certificated on the basis of graduate 

education, internship, and completion of state-mandated human relations training.  School 

psychologists help children and youth succeed academically, socially, behaviorally, and 

emotionally. They collaborate with educators, parents, and other professionals to create safe, 

healthy, and supportive learning environments that strengthen connections between home, 

school, and the community for all students. However, in Nebraska, School Psychologists 

primarily serve as the evaluator and provider of services to students with disabilities.  

According to the 2021 data submitted by school districts to the Nebraska Department 

of Education, there are approximately 337.09 FTE listed as School Psychologists in Nebraska 

Schools.  Below is a table of the last six years of reported FTE for school psychologists in 

Nebraska.

 As stated earlier, the large majority of services provided by School Psychologists occur 

within schools that have student populations small enough that school districts can not fiscally 

support the hiring of full FTE and thus looks to the Educational Service Unit (ESU) that 

School Year Total Psych FTE

2016-2017 295.26

2017-2018 278.38

2018-2019 303.16

2019-2020 316.59

2020-2021 321.66

2021-2022 337.09
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supports the district to contract with personnel and FTE support.   Below is a map of the 

Educational Service Units (ESUs) as they currently exist in Nebraska.  

 

 

ESU’s hire school psychologists based on the needs of the districts that contract for 

their services.  Each ESU has developed their own method for determining the needs of the 

member districts in their service unit area.  Typically, through conversations with the current 

psychologist providing services and the superintendent the needs for the district and amount of 

FTE time is determined.  The anticipated needs conversations may start as early as December 

with districts with contracts going out to districts anywhere from January to April.  However, this 

process comes with difficulty when a district contacts an ESU in August and requests 
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services.  Trying to hire at that point becomes difficult and then the dance to meet all district’s 

needs with the staff currently hired begins.  Based on the needs of all districts that are 

requesting services for school psychology, the ESU then determines if they have enough staff 

to meet the needs.  Postings for additional school psychologists are done if needed but not 

always an option.  Some ESUs hire interns and pay them for covering a needed position within 

the ESU districts and supervision is provided by one of the other ESU Psychologists.  

Contracts to the district may be based on a set FTE determined by the superintendent/district, 

such as 2 days a week or .40 FTE. The ESU school psychologist is in the district the same day 

or days of the week based on the contract. On some occasions, districts contract with other 

districts based on a cooperative and the ESU school psychologists are assigned to several 

districts and move between the districts based on the needs and not based on a set day of the 

week.  Services provided by ESU school psychologists range from doing initial evaluations and 

reevaluations for special education eligibility, being a part of the district’s MTSS/problem 

solving team, providing observations in the area of behavior & social emotional and helping to 

write behavioral plans, providing small group social emotional supports to students with 

disabilities, data analysis, and lately more mental health counseling. Below is a table that 

shows the number of FTE reported in 2021 for each ESU.  These FTE range from .1 to 1.0 

with individuals serving multiple districts.  
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Educational Service Unit Number of FTEs provided to 
districts

Number of Individuals 
providing FTE

ESU #1 42 26

ESU #2 46 19

ESU #3 170 101

ESU #4 20 9

ESU #5 28 8

ESU #6 50 15

ESU #7 59 16

ESU #8 54 14

ESU #9 22 11

ESU #10 72 40

ESU #11 20 7

ESU #13 35 9

ESU #15 9 4

ESU #16 14 6

ESU #17 17 4

ESU #18 (Lincoln Public 
Schools area)

66 50

ESU #19 (Omaha Public 
Schools area)

82 39
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For additional maps and information:

ESUs: https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-ESU-Map.pdf

ESU + Districts: https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-District-and-

ESU-Map.pdf

Other Maps: https://www.education.ne.gov/comm/esu-district-resources/

The ESU hiring model leads to the largest barriers to school based mental health 

services provided by school psychologists in rural vs. urban settings, however, with the number 

of certified school psychologists in Nebraska, is the only feasible way to provide the supports 

that currently exist.

Families often turn to schools for assistance with recognizing, assessing, managing, 

and treating mental health disorders experienced by their children. In fact, for the majority of 

children and youth receiving services, the educational system was their sole source of care 

and the most frequent entry point for first receiving mental health services (Burns BJ, 1995, 

August; Farmer E, 2003). In rural areas where mental health services are scarce and families 

face unique barriers to accessing care, schools play a significant role in providing or linking 

students and their families to mental health services. Although the prevalence and incidence of 

behavioral health disorders are not significantly different in urban and rural areas, there are 

factors that can drastically prevent children and youth from realizing mental wellness.

The first factor is that of availability.  Availability is described as the existence of 

mental health services. The availability of mental health professionals significantly influences 

service availability. The scarce supply of mental health providers in rural areas is directly 

related to lower utilization of mental health services. Mental health service providers may 
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include: primary care professionals, emergency responders, and members of the school staff 

(including school counselors, school psychologists, school social workers, school nurses, and 

other school staff). 

The second factor is accessibility.  Accessibility refers to the ease and convenience to 

obtain and use mental health services. When it is recognized that someone needs care it is 

important to know what options are available to address the need and how to access those 

services.  Mental health financing is a major factor in determining who can access care and the 

quality of care received. Over the years, states have become more reliant on federal Medicaid 

payments resulting in services limited to those that are deemed “medically necessary”.  You 

will read later in this report how in Nebraska, school psychologists are not a medicaid 

approved provider and thus schools are limited in what they can use to provide mental health 

support under Medicaid, limiting the accessibility in many of our rural schools. 

Another factor that needs to be considered is appropriateness.  Appropriateness looks 

at the correctness of services offered or provided and providers’ cultural competence is a 

factor that influences the appropriateness of mental health services. Appropriateness of care 

includes accurate diagnoses for the context of the population served. This is especially 

important when working with children and adolescents where the child’s social, emotional, and 

physical development, not just age, must be factored into the diagnosis.
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CURRENT SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST ROLE IN 
NEBRASKA AND ALIGNMENT WITH NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST (NASP) 
PRACTICE MODEL

In 2020, the National Association of School Psychologists updated their Professional 

Standards (see Appendix). Included in this update is the NASP Practice Model which outlines 

10 domains of practice.

11

DOMAINS OF PRACTICE 

Practices that Permeate All Aspects of Service Delivery

-Data-Based Decision making

-Consultation and Collaboration

Direct and Indirect Services for Students, Families, and Schools

-Academic Interventions and Instructional Supports

-Mental and Behavioral Health Services and Interventions

-School-wide Practices to Promote Learning

-Services to Support Safe and Supportive Schools

-Family, School, and Community Collaboration

Foundations of School Psychological Service Delivery

-Equitable practices for Diverse Student Populations

-Research and Evidence-Based Practice

-Legal, Ethical, and Professional Practice
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These practice domains outline a comprehensive role that school psychologists are trained to 

fulfill in supporting the academic and mental and behavioral health needs of students. This 

includes direct intervention services to students, consultation with school teams, collaboration 

with families and community resources, and the use of data to develop and implement school 

wide practices that support the growth and development of students. 

Unfortunately, in Nebraska, school psychologists continue to spend the majority of their 

time in a test and place role. This means their primary practice role includes testing, report 

writing, and attending meetings to determine eligibility for special education services. This 

compliance oriented role is narrow when compared to the 10 domains of practice listed above. 

Not only does this narrow role restrict student access to needed services that could be provided 

by school psychologists, it also leads to decreased job satisfaction among current school 

psychologists. 
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A 2019 survey of members of the 

Nebraska School Psychologists Association 

indicated that role restriction and job 

dissatisfaction created conditions that lead to 

lower recruitment numbers to the profession, 

lower retention rates within the profession, 

and higher evaluation caseloads due to fewer 

school psychologists available to provide 

services. As the graphic illustrates, this

becomes a cycle of increased caseloads, job dissatisfaction, and fewer school psychologists. 

The solution lies in simultaneously increasing the number of available school psychologists 

and creating work conditions that allow for school psychologists to practice in the 

comprehensive role they were trained for.
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OVERVIEW OF CURRENT CREDENTIALING (NDE, 
NCSP, MIPS/LMHP)

The current credentialing situation for school psychologists in Nebraska creates barriers 

to the provision of comprehensive school psychological services to youth in schools. Below is 

a summary of the current certification and licensure processes for school psychologists.

NDE Certification

Currently, school psychologists are credentialed through the Nebraska Department of 

Education. They receive a Standard Teaching Certificate for grade levels preschool through 12. 

(Rule 24 credentialing standards for school psychologists here).

NCSP

The National Association of School Psychologists offers a Nationally Certified School 

Psychologist credential which requires the following (https://www.nasponline.org/standards-

and-certification/national-certification/ncsp-eligibility):

Coursework

Applicants must complete an organized program of study that is officially titled "School 

Psychology" that consists of at least 60 graduate semester/90 quarter hours. At least 54 

graduate semester/81 quarter hours must be exclusive of credit for the supervised internship 

experience. Applicants for the NCSP must provide evidence of meeting coursework 
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requirements through official transcripts sent directly to NASP either in a sealed envelope or 

electronically from the institution.

Practica

Completion of a sequence of supervised experiences that occurred prior to and 

exclusive of the internship is required. These experiences are typically conducted in laboratory 

or field-based settings and provide for the application of knowledge and specific skills.

Internship

Successful completion of a 1,200-hour internship in school psychology, of which at least 

600 hours must be in a school setting. The internship must be recognized through institutional 

(transcript) documentation. Individuals who complete a program that does not offer a 1,200-

hour internship may complete a field-based internship.

Praxis Exam

The Praxis School Psychologist exam #5402 measures whether entry-level school 

psychologists have minimum acceptable competency (knowledge) for professional practice. 

The Praxis School Psychologist exam is required by numerous state education agencies to 

work as a school psychologist.

NCSP applicants must achieve a passing score of 147. Test scores remain valid for 10 

years after the test. Test scores older than 10 years are considered expired and would require 

the retaking of the test. Applicants who took the exam between 2008 and 2014 must have 
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achieved a passing score of 165 or higher. Those who took the test prior to its revision in 

September 2008 must have achieved a passing score of 660 or higher. Official score reports 

must be sent directly from ETS to NASP when applying for the NCSP.

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)

Specialist level school psychologists specifically are not credentialed by the Nebraska 

Department of Health and Human Services at this time; however, some do apply for and 

receive the provisional licensed mental health practitioner credential. This is because specialist 

level school psychologists primarily practice in the school setting rather than in community 

mental health. In summary, school psychologists receive an Education Specialist degree from 

one of three training programs in the state - the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, University of 

Nebraska-Omaha, and University of Nebraska-Kearney. UNL does grant a doctorate in school 

psychology; however, many of these graduates choose to practice in community settings as 

licensed psychologists (through DHHS) or become faculty in a school psychology training 

program. An Education Specialist degree is obtained by most school psychologists who 

practice in schools and is equivalent to a master’s degree plus 36 credit hours on most public 

school salary schedules. This degree requirement exceeds the program requirement of 

master’s level programs in counseling, social work, and marriage and family therapy. Currently, 

the PLMHP application process for school psychology graduates from the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln is relatively efficient because UNL is accredited by the American 

Psychological Association. APA is currently listed as an approved accrediting association for 

the PLMHP. Graduates from UNO and UNK have a more difficult process and are sometimes 

unable to obtain the PLMHP. UNO and UNK are not accredited by the American Psychological 
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Association; however, they are approved by the National Association of School Psychologists. 

NASP is not currently an approved accrediting association for the PLMHP application process; 

however, NASP approved graduate programs, including UNO and UNK, do meet the 

coursework and practica requirements outlined for the PLMHP (please see Appendix ?).

Medicaid in Public Schools (MIPS)

School psychologists credentialed by the Nebraska Department of Education are not 

currently included in the list of approved providers for Medicaid in Public Schools as outlined 

by the Nebraska state medicaid plan. Nebraska is just one of 15 states where this is the case. 

Because school psychologists are not on the approved provider list, school districts are not 

able to be reimbursed for school psychological services provided for Medicaid eligible students 

who are also eligible for special education services under IDEA. In communication with the 

Governor’s office in 2017, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) wrote a 

“cautionary statement” to the State of Nebraska: “There should not be different qualifications 

for those furnishing services in schools, than there are for everyone else.” The State of 

Nebraska advocated for “non-DHHS licensed staff holding a certification from NDE” and 

provided a side by side comparison of licensed and certified providers using the Division of 

Public Health licensing standards and NDE requirements. The final decision by CMS was to 

require providers to be licensed by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, 

Department of Public Health, Licensure Unit. The CMS position is that youth and families 

should be able to receive equal services at school as in the community. Therefore, provider 

qualifications must be the same (CMS communication with the Nebraska State Governor’s 

Office, 2017). The training and qualifications of school psychologists are equivalent to or 
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greater in many cases than other master’s level mental health professions. Therefore, the 

National Association of School Psychologists and the Nebraska School Psychologists 

Association have attempted to work with the Department of Health and Human Services to 

remedy the situation by removing barriers to DHHS licensure and/or changing the state 

Medicaid plan. Currently, those efforts have been unsuccessful.
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CURRENT STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS PROGRAMS 
ACCESSIBLE BY SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY GRADUATE 
STUDENTS IN NEBRASKA 

In Nebraska there are currently two student loan forgiveness programs available to 

school psychologist, graduate students.  The first is the Excellence in Teaching Act Forgivable 

Loan Program.

On April 22, 2009, the Excellence in Teaching Act (§§ 79-8,132−79-8,140 R.R.S.) was 

signed by Governor Heineman revising the existing Attracting Excellence to Teaching Program 

and authorizing the Enhancing Excellence in Teaching Program.  Funding is provided by the 

Excellence in Teaching Cash Fund using a portion of the State Lottery Operation Trust Fund 

dollars.

The second student loan program is the Attracting Excellence to Teaching Program.

The Attracting Excellence to Teaching Program (AETP) provides forgivable loans to 

eligible students who are enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate teacher education program 

at an eligible Nebraska institution working towards his/her initial certificate to teach in 

Nebraska.

Eligible students may apply, on an annual basis, for an AETP loan in an amount of 

$3,000 and can apply for, and receive, AETP loans annually for up to five (5) consecutive 

years. In return for receiving an AETP loan, the student agrees to complete the teacher 

education program that s/he is currently enrolled in and commits to becoming certified and to 
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teach full-time in an accredited or approved public or private school in Nebraska. If the student 

meets the loan forgiveness obligations, loans will be forgiven, beginning after the first two 

years of full-time teaching, in an amount up to $3,000 for each year of teaching or in an 

amount up to $6,000 for each year of teaching if the student teaches in a school district that 

has been classified as very sparse or in a school building in which at least 40% of the students 

qualify for the poverty factor.
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REVIEW OF PREVALENCE OF STUDENT MENTAL AND 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NEEDS

INTERNALIZING AND EXTERNALIZING BEHAVIORS

According to Voices for Children in Nebraska there were approximately 501,801 

children 18 years and younger living in Nebraska in 2019 (Kids Count in Nebraska 2020 

Report).  That year there were approximately 47, 691 children diagnosed with a mental or 

behavioral condition that needed treatment.  Only 61.6% of children needing treatment actually 

received it.  Table 1 includes a breakdown of some of the different disorders impacting 

Nebraska children.  Some children in Nebraska may be living with more than one condition at 

any given time - comorbidity is common among these conditions.  

Table 1.

Number of Nebraskan Children with Mental Health and Behavioral Disorders

Anxiety 34,079 6.7%

ADD/ADHD 26,562 5.3%

Depression 17,082 3.4%

Autism Spectrum Disorder 9,753 1.9%

*ODD *See Note 1-16%

**CD **See Note 9.5%
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Table 1. 
*Source: 2020 Kids Count Report
https://voicesforchildren.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2020-Kids-Count-electronic-final-3-26-2.pdf 
*Note: Prevalence rates for ODD are estimates for nationwide rates.  https://www.aacap.org/
App_Themes/AACAP/docs/resource_centers/odd/odd_resource_center_odd_guide.pdf  
**Note: Estimated lifetime prevalence rates in the United States. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
articles/PMC6162794/ 

SUICIDE RATES
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported suicide was the second 

leading cause of death in 2018 for youth ages 10-24. This rate has been steadily trending 
upwards over the past 10 years. In 2018, the rate of youth deaths in Nebraska due to suicide 
was 7.9 per 100,000 youth (Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (NDHHS), 
2020). Also in 2018, a survey of 8th, 10th and 12th grade students revealed that 32% of youth 
reported feeling sad or hopeless almost every day for two weeks.  This number increased from 
24.1% in a survey from 2014.  

Table 2.

*Source: 2020 Kids Count Report

Teen Suicide Rates in Nebraska

Seriously Considered 
Suicide

16.1% 17.7%

Suicide Plan 14.1% 15.5%

Suicide Attempt 8.0% 8.6%
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
Table 3.

*Source: 2020 Kids Count Report

 Table 4.

*Source: 2020 Kids Count Report

Teen Alcohol and Other Drug Use 2019

In the past 30 days had at least one drink of alcohol 21.0%

In the past 30 days had 5 or more drinks in a row within a couple hours 8.2%

Used marijuana 25.6%

Used any form cocaine 3.5%

Used any form heroin 1.9%

Used inhalants to get high 6.0%

Used meth 2.1%

Ecstasy or MDMA 3.4%

Prescription Drugs without a doctor’s permission 14.7%

In past 12 months, offered, sold or given illegal drugs by someone on 
school property

24.0%

Teen Tobacco Use 2019

Currently smokes cigarettes, cigars, 
smokeless tobacco, or electronic vapor 
product

18.8%

Currently smokes cigarettes 4.2%

Smokeless tobacco 3.6%

Electronic Vapor Product 17.1%
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ELIGIBILITY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

There are thirteen categories that students can qualify under for special education 

services in Nebraska. School psychologists provide assessment, consultation, and direct 

intervention services for students across categories. Below are the number of students served 

in Nebraska by disability category during the 2019-20 school year.

*Source: US Department of Education IDEA State Level Data Files

Nebraska School Age Special Education Count 2019-20

All Disabilities 46043

Autism 4137

Deaf-Blindness 11

Developmental Delay 2427

Emotional Disturbance 2861

Hearing Impairment 707

Intellectual Disabilities 2807

Multiple Disabilities 422

Orthopaedic Impairment 203

Other Health Impairment 6967

Specific Learning Disabilities 16096

Speech Language Impairment 9057

Traumatic Brain Injury 174

Visual Impairment 201
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OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

*U.S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, Civil Rights Data Collection, 2017-18, 
available at http://ocrdata.ed.gov.

High school completion rates for students with disabilities  
The primary goal for all Nebraska schools is to develop students who are fully prepared 

for life after their K-12 experience.  Nebraska's definition of a graduate with a regular high 

school diploma, which applies for all students, including students with disabilities, is a student 

who completed an approved program of study and met district/system requirements for a high 

school diploma. The diploma requirements are fully aligned with Nebraska's academic content 

standards.   The Four-Year-Cohort Graduation Rate is calculated by dividing the number of 

students in a cohort who graduate with a regular high school diploma in four years or less by 

the number of students in the Graduation Cohort. The rate includes students who graduate in 

the summer of the Expected Graduation Year. NDE lags the Four-Year-Cohort Graduation 

Rate by allowing districts to use the previous year's graduation data.  According to the 

Nebraska Students with Disabilities (IDEA) Suspension and Expulsion Data

One or more out of school 
suspensions

4953 32.8%

One of more in school 
suspensions

4697 25.9%

Expulsion 241 27.8%

Physical Restraint 462 81.5%

Seclusion 568 75.8%
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Nebraska Department of Education, Office of Special Education’s 2019 State Performance 

Plan/Annual Performance Report, 68.88% of students with disabilities graduated with a regular 

high school diploma.  According to the same State Performance Plan/Annual Performance 

Report, only 1.48% of youth with IEPs exited special education due to dropping out.  

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST WORKFORCE

Ratio of school psychologists to students

According to the US Department of Education Common Core of Data there was a ratio of 987 

students to 1 school psychologist (987:1) during the 2019-2020 school year.  The National 

Association of School Psychologists recommends a ratio of 500:1.
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School Psychologist Employment Settings

Traditional Public School 85.13%

Charter Public School 6.98%

Private Schools 3.95%

Colleges and Universities 7.59%

Independent Practice 4.7%

State Department of Education 0.3%

Hospital/Medical Setting 1.06%

Other 5.92%

School Psychologist Education

Doctoral Degree 16.8%

Specialist Level 73.9%

Master’s Level 9.3%

School Psychologist Average Annual Salary 2019-20

National $74,000

Central Region Median: $72,000
Mean: $71,864
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UNIVERSITY TRAINING PROGRAM INFORMATION

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA - LINCOLN 

Current number of university training program faculty and graduate students

Full-time Faculty: 3.75

Ed.S Students: 17

Ph.D Students: 25

Graduate program capacity and percent at capacity

Capacity: 45

Current %: 93.33%

COST OF COMPLETING AN ED.S.  

UNL estimates yearly costs of $26,268 for instate full time ($52,536 for 2-full time years 

on campus). For internship, students need to register for credits and the University charges 

them fees – my best estimate here is $8756 for a total of $61,292 instate. This may actually be 

a bit low – the UNL estimates are for 9 credits per semester for 9-months. Our students take 

courses during the summer so this would be a bit higher. Also, this estimate includes all 

aspects of attending (Tuition, feeds, housing, etc.). If just tuition, fees, books, and supplies, the 

total is: ~$25,601 for three years

INTERNSHIP QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY 

100% of our EdS students end up in paid, full-time internships in school Districts. LPS 

tends to be are biggest internship site; however, we have had students in ESUs, Grand Island, 

Fremont, Papillion-LaVista and out of state placements. Our PhD students have a 100% 
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APPIC match rate over the past 20 years or so. Although students end up all over the country, 

the Nebraska Internship Consortium in Professional Psychology is probably our most 

frequented site.

 

INVENTORY OF CURRENT EFFORTS TO TRAIN, RETAIN, AND EXPAND THE NUMBER 
OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS IN NEBRASKA 

Recruit/Train: Outreach to current undergraduate students through guest lectures and 

promotional activities (mostly during NSP Week). Students have done an annual lecture at 

Creighton in their intro to School Psychology program. We are increasing our undergraduate 

offerings as part of an Educational Psychology minor.

Retain: This is especially true of our EdS students – we primarily recruit Nebraska natives into 

our program. As part of their training they spend extensive time in local school districts 

(frequently LPS) with the majority of students completing their internships in-state.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA - OMAHA 

Current number of university training program faculty and graduate students

Full-time Faculty: 3

Current Students: 38 (Including Interns)

Graduate program capacity and percent at capacity

Capacity: 36-40 Students

Current %: 106%

COST OF COMPLETING AN ED.S. 

In state tuition at UNO fro 72 Credits is roughly $25,000, not including fees.  

 

INTERNSHIP QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY 

100% Placement rate

 

INVENTORY OF CURRENT EFFORTS TO TRAIN, RETAIN, AND EXPAND THE NUMBER 

OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS IN NEBRASKA 

The University present regularly to undergraduate careers in psychology.  The University has 

an undergraduate concentration in school psychology with several courses directly relevant to 

school psychology.  There is also a very strong student organization within the campus.  
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UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY 

Current number of university training program faculty and graduate students

Full-time Faculty: 2 tenure-track faculty, we have 1 vacant graduate lecturer position we are 

hoping to get approval on to hire for next year. 

Graduate Students: 27  (including interns)

Graduate program capacity and percent at capacity

Capacity: 30-36

Current %: 75%

 

COST OF COMPLETING AN ED.S.  

In-state tuition for UNK Graduate classes to complete the Ed.S. program  (72 credit hours) is 

about $26,000.

 

INTERNSHIP QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY 

100% internship placement in paid positions. The majority of interns have signed contracts 

with school districts by mid to late March, sometimes earlier for the upcoming school year. 

Interns report quality experiences at most sites, although the past 2 years, I have had to step 

in a few times to make sure they are getting a well-rounded experience and not just testing and 

doing more of the traditional role. I believe this to be the impact of COVID combined with the 

shortage of school psychologists. It has happened both in NE and with some of our interns out 

of state. 

32



LR 213 DATA REPORT  DECEMBER 2021

INVENTORY OF CURRENT EFFORTS TO TRAIN, RETAIN, AND EXPAND THE NUMBER 

OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS IN NEBRASKA 

Recruit: Faculty within our department are to attend at least 2 recruitment events per semester, 

graduate assistants also help with recruitment events. The focus is on recruiting in UNK 

undergraduate classes, career fairs, etc., faculty will also travel to surrounding undergraduate 

colleges and recruit in their undergraduate classes or clubs. 

 

Training: We try to offer as much flexibility as possible to our current students who might also 

have a full-time job or be commuting from several hours away. We have offered some classes 

in a blended format or via zoom when appropriate. 

 

Retain: Our students are in the field from the beginning for their training, gaining experiences 

and building connections within the education community. We have a student organization with 

an embedded mentoring program as well as a focus on professional development and socials 

which help with connectedness and self-care. We require our students to become members of 

the national and state associations so they can form relationships and build connections within 

the broader profession. 
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APPENDIX  
The Professional Standards of the National Association of School Psychologists: https://
www.nasponline.org/assets/Documents/Standards%20and%20Certification/Standards/
2020_Professional_Standards_Web.pdf 
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Preface

In May 2020, the NASP Leadership Assembly, composed of more than 80 leaders from across the United States, 
approved the NASP 2020 Professional Standards. The NASP standards consist of four separate yet integrated 
documents: (a) Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services (also known as the NASP 
Practice Model), (b) Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists, (c) Standards for the Credentialing of 
School Psychologists, and (d) Principles for Professional Ethics.

The 2020 Professional Standards were developed within the context of current issues relevant to education and 
psychology, in consideration of NASP’s strategic goals for the profession, and with a visionary look at future 
developments in our field at the national, state, and local levels. Over more than 3 years, the standards writing team 
and other NASP leaders have worked to ensure that the process of revising the four documents of the standards was 
completed with integrity and with input from NASP membership, elected and appointed NASP leaders, other 
leaders in the field of school psychology, and external stakeholders. It was those participants’ strong commitment that 
ensured that the NASP 2020 Professional Standards accurately reflect the vision for the field for the coming decade.

The planning process to revise the NASP Professional Standards formally began in 2016. The revision process was 
spearheaded by writing teams for each of the four standards, who developed the drafts and reviewed all comments 
and suggestions resulting from multiple surveys and focus groups. The comprehensive revision process integrated 
an analysis of key issues for school psychology and the needs of school psychologists, with multistage development 
and review by many participants, including NASP leaders, NASP members, and representatives of other school 
psychology and related organizations.

Input solicited by web-based surveys, in open forums held at NASP conventions, and through other 
communications was used throughout the process to identify needed revisions and to obtain feedback. All drafts 
were independently reviewed by NASP leaders who volunteered to serve on review teams for each standard. 
Additionally, lengthy discussions were held at the annual Fall Leadership Meetings of the Leadership Assembly 
from 2016–2019. The final versions that were adopted by the Leadership Assembly in May 2020 represent an 
integration of the expertise and experience of numerous leaders in school psychology.

The NASP 2020 Professional Standards will strengthen NASP’s many efforts to support school psychologists and 
promote effective and comprehensive school psychological services. Through these major policy documents, 
NASP will communicate its positions and advocate for qualifications and practices of school psychologists with 
stakeholders, policy makers, and other professional groups at the national, state, and local levels. As a unified set 
of national principles, these policy documents guide professional practices, graduate education, credentialing, and 
ethical behavior of school psychologists. Additionally, they define contemporary school psychology practice; 
promote comprehensive and integrated services for children, families, and schools; and provide the foundation for 
the future of school psychology for the next 10 years.
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Introduction

The vision of the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) is that all children and youth access the 
learning, behavior, and mental health support needed to thrive in school, at home, and throughout life. 
Consistent with this vision is the core purpose of NASP, which is to empower school psychologists to promote the 
learning, behavior, and mental health of all children and youth. This purpose is accomplished through the values 
of integrity, diversity, a focus on children and youth, advocacy, collaborative relationships, continuous 
improvement, and visionary leadership.

School psychologists are uniquely qualified specialized instructional support personnel (SISP) who are members of 
school teams that support students’ ability to learn and teachers’ ability to teach. They receive specialized 
advanced graduate preparation that includes coursework and field experiences relevant to both psychology and 
education. School psychologists partner with families, teachers, school administrators, and other professionals to 
create safe, healthy, and supportive learning environments that strengthen connections between home, school, and 
the community. School psychologists support children, youth, families, and schools through the identification of 
appropriate evidence-based educational and mental and behavioral health services for all children and youth; 
implementation of professional practices that are data driven and culturally responsive; delivery of a continuum of 
services for children, youth, families, and schools from prevention to intervention and evaluation; and advocacy 
for the value of school psychological services. School psychologists typically work in public or private schools, 
universities, or other educational settings that may include hospitals, clinics, or residential facilities.

NASP’s professional standards—including the Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services 
(also known as the NASP Practice Model), the Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists, the 
Standards for the Credentialing of School Psychologists, and the Principles for Professional Ethics—provide a unified 
set of national standards that guide graduate education, credentialing, professional practice and services, and 
ethical behavior of school psychologists. These professional standards define contemporary school psychology; 
promote school psychologists’ services for children, youth, families, and schools; and provide a foundation for the 
future of school psychology. Additionally, these standards are used to communicate NASP’s positions; support 
positive outcomes for children, youth, families, and schools; and advocate for appropriate qualifications and 
practices of school psychologists with stakeholders, policy makers, and other professional groups at the national, 
state, and local levels. NASP’s professional standards undergo review and revision approximately every 10 years, 
following a multiyear process that includes input from internal and external stakeholders and eventual review and 
approval by NASP’s leadership.
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The NASP Practice Model 
2020

PURPOSE

The Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services (also known as the NASP Practice Model) 
represents the official policy of the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) regarding the delivery of 
comprehensive school psychological services. First written in 1978 as the Guidelines for the Provision of School 
Psychological Services, and revised in 1984, 1992, 1997, 2000, 2010, and 2020, the model serves as a guide to the 
organization and delivery of school psychological services at the federal, state, and local levels. The model provides 
direction to school psychologists, students and faculty in school psychology graduate programs, administrators of 
school psychological services, and consumers of school psychological services regarding excellence in professional 
school psychology. It also delineates what services might reasonably be expected to be available from school 
psychologists and, thus, further defines the field. In addition, the model is intended to educate the profession and 
the public regarding appropriate professional practices and to stimulate the continued development of the 
profession.

USING THE NASP PRACTICE MODEL

The Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services (the NASP Practice Model) addresses the 
delivery of school psychological services within the context of educational programs and educational settings. 
This revision of the Practice Model, like its precursors, focuses on the special challenges associated with providing 
school psychological services in schools and to children, youth, and families. School psychologists who provide 
services directly to students, parents or guardians, and other clients as private practitioners, and those who work 
in other mental and behavioral health settings, are encouraged to be knowledgeable of federal and state laws 
regulating mental health providers, and to consult the NASP 2020 Principles for Professional Ethics and the 
American Psychological Association’s Ethical Principles of Psychologists and Code of Conduct (2017) for guidance on 
issues not addressed in the model.

The model includes two major sections that describe the responsibilities of individual school psychologists and the 
responsibilities of school systems to support comprehensive school psychological services. Part I: Professional 
Practices describes each of the 10 domains of practice that are the core components of this model of school 
psychological services. Part II: Organizational Principles describes supports and responsibilities of organizations 
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that employ school psychologists. These principles describe the organizational conditions that must be met in 
order to ensure effective delivery of school psychological services for children, youth, families, and schools.

The degree to which school psychologists engage in the activities described within this document may be 
predicated on the degree to which local education agencies (LEA) adhere to the organizational principles. 
Nevertheless, it is anticipated that these guidelines will serve as the model for effective program development and 
professional practice at the federal, state, and local levels. The 10 domains provide a general framework of basic 
competencies that all school psychologists possess. NASP encourages state and federal legislators, local school 
boards, and the administrative leaders of federal, state, and local education agencies to support the concepts 
contained within the model.

NASP acknowledges that this model sets expectations for services not presently mandated by federal law or 
regulation and not always mandated in state laws and administrative rules. Future amendments of such statutes 
and rules, and the state and local plans resulting from them, should incorporate the recommendations contained 
in this document. Furthermore, NASP understands that school psychological services are provided within the 
context of ethical and legal mandates. Nothing in the model should be construed as superseding such relevant 
rules and regulations.

The model provides flexibility, allowing agencies and professionals to develop procedures, policies, and 
administrative organizations that meet both the needs of the agency and the professional’s desire to operate within 
recognized professional standards of practice. At the same time, the model has sufficient specificity to ensure 
appropriate and comprehensive service provision.

COMPREHENSIVE AND INTEGRATED SERVICES: DOMAINS OF SCHOOL 
PSYCHOLOGY PRACTICE

School psychologists provide comprehensive and integrated services across 10 general domains of school 
psychology practice, as illustrated in Figure 1 of this document. Graduate education in school psychology 
prepares practitioners with basic professional competencies, including both knowledge and skills, in the 10 
domains, as well as the ability to integrate knowledge and apply professional skills across domains in the practice 
of school psychology. The following core beliefs form the foundation for the NASP Practice Model:

• School psychologists have a foundation in the knowledge bases for both psychology and education, including 
theories, models, research, evidence-based practices, and implementation strategies within the domains, as 
well as the ability to communicate important principles and concepts.

• School psychologists use effective strategies and skills in the domains to help students succeed academically, 
socially, behaviorally, and emotionally.

• School psychologists apply their knowledge and skills by creating and maintaining safe, supportive, equitable, 
and effective learning environments and enhancing family, school, and community collaboration for all 
students.

• School psychologists demonstrate knowledge and skills relevant for professional practices and work 
characteristics in their field.

• School psychologists ensure that their knowledge, skills, and professional practices reflect understanding and 
respect for human diversity and promote effective services, advocacy, and social justice for all students, 
families, and schools.

• School psychologists integrate knowledge and professional skills across the 10 domains of school psychology 
practice as they deliver a comprehensive range of services in professional practice that result in direct, 
measurable outcomes for students, families, schools, and/or other consumers.

The practice domains are highly interrelated and not mutually exclusive. The brief descriptions and examples of 
professional practices in each of the domains provided below outline major areas of knowledge and skill, but they 
are not intended to reflect the full range of possible competencies of school psychologists. Figure 1 represents the 
10 domains within a model of comprehensive and integrated services provided by school psychologists.
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The Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services (the NASP Practice Model) describes the 
services provided by school psychologists to students, families, and schools. The model generally does not differentiate 
the services provided by school psychologists prepared at the doctoral and specialist levels. Rather, the model promotes a 
high level of services to meet the academic, social, behavioral, and emotional needs of all children and youth. It may be 
noted, however, that work experience, advanced graduate education, and professional development may result in specific 
skills and advanced knowledge of individual school psychologists. Among groups of school psychologists, not everyone 
will acquire skills to the same degree of proficiency across all domains of practice. However, all school psychologists are 
expected to possess at least a basic level of competency in all of the domains of practice described in this model.

PART I: PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES

PRACTICES THAT PERMEATE ALL ASPECTS OF SERVICE DELIVERY

Domain 1: Data-Based Decision Making

School psychologists understand and utilize assessment methods for identifying strengths and needs; for 
developing effective interventions, services, and programs; and for measuring progress and outcomes within a 
multitiered system of supports. School psychologists use a problem-solving framework as the basis for all 
professional activities. School psychologists systematically collect data from multiple sources as a foundation for 

Figure 1. The NASP Practice Model
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decision making at the individual, group, and systems levels, and consider ecological factors (e.g., classroom, 
family, and community characteristics) as a context for assessment and intervention. Examples of professional 
practices associated with data-based decision making include the following:

• School psychologists, in collaboration with other members of an interdisciplinary team, conduct assessments 
to determine students’ need for services, including eligibility for special education, and to provide information 
relevant to the development of individual service plans.

• School psychologists collect and analyze data from multiple sources (e.g., parents/guardians, teachers, 
students) and levels (i.e., individual, group, system) to understand students’ needs and to select and 
implement evidence-based instructional and mental and behavioral health interventions and supports.

• School psychologists incorporate various techniques for collection, measurement, and analysis of data; 
accountability; and the use of technological resources in the evaluation of services at the individual, group, 
and/or systems levels.

• School psychologists use data to monitor academic, social, emotional, and behavioral progress; to measure 
student response; to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions; and to determine when to modify or change 
an intervention.

• School psychologists provide support for classroom teachers, school staff, and other stakeholders in collecting, 
analyzing, and interpreting universal screening and progress monitoring data to inform decision making 
about the instructional, behavioral, and social–emotional needs of students.

• School psychologists assist with the design and implementation of assessment procedures to determine the 
degree to which recommended interventions have been implemented, and they consider treatment fidelity 
data in all decisions that are based on intervention response and progress.

• School psychologists support the use of systematic, reliable, and valid data collection procedures for 
evaluating the effectiveness of and/or need for modification of school-based interventions and programs.

• School psychologists use information and technology resources to enhance data collection and decision making.

Domain 2: Consultation and Collaboration

School psychologists understand varied models and strategies of consultation and collaboration applicable to 
individuals, families, groups, and systems, as well as methods to promote effective implementation of services. As 
part of a systematic and comprehensive process of effective decision making and problem solving that permeates 
all aspects of service delivery, school psychologists demonstrate skills to consult, collaborate, and communicate 
effectively with others. Examples of professional practices associated with consultation and collaboration include 
the following:

• School psychologists use a consultative problem-solving process as a vehicle for planning, implementing, and 
evaluating academic and mental and behavioral health services.

• School psychologists effectively communicate information verbally and in writing for diverse audiences, such 
as parents, teachers, school personnel, policy makers, community leaders, and others.

• School psychologists consult and collaborate with educational professionals at the individual, family, group, 
and systems levels, carefully considering the viewpoints of all parties involved when making decisions.

• School psychologists facilitate communication and collaboration among all stakeholders by demonstrating 
effective and appropriate interpersonal communication techniques.

• School psychologists participate on a variety of school- and district-based leadership teams to promote positive 
outcomes for individual students, school staff, and school systems.

• School psychologists consult and collaborate with professionals within and across disciplines to share 
resources and improve practices.

• School psychologists function as change agents, using their skills in communication, collaboration, and 
consultation to advocate for necessary change at the individual student, classroom, building, district, state, 
and national levels.

• School psychologists apply psychological and educational principles necessary to enhance collaboration and 
achieve effectiveness in provision of services.
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DIRECT AND INDIRECT SERVICES FOR STUDENTS, FAMILIES, AND SCHOOLS

STUDENT-LEVEL SERVICES

Domain 3: Academic Interventions and Instructional Supports

School psychologists understand the biological, cultural, and social influences on academic skills; human 
learning, cognitive, and developmental processes; and evidence-based curricula and instructional strategies. 
School psychologists, in collaboration with others, use assessment and data collection methods to implement and 
evaluate services that support academic skill development in children. Examples of direct and indirect services 
that support the development of cognitive and academic skills include the following:

• School psychologists use assessment data to inform evidence-based instructional strategies that are intended 
to improve student performance.

• School psychologists promote interventions and accommodations to help students enhance their capacity to 
be self-regulated learners, fostering their ability to set learning goals, design a learning process to achieve 
those goals, and assess outcomes to determine whether the goals were achieved.

• School psychologists, in collaboration with other school personnel, promote the attainment of academic 
standards and benchmarks by all children and youth.

• School psychologists collaborate with others to ensure that students who are not meeting benchmarks or 
standards receive continual progress monitoring for improvements in academic skills; they then recommend 
changes to instruction based on student responsiveness to interventions.

• School psychologists apply current, empirically based research on learning and cognition to the development 
of effective instructional strategies to promote student learning at the individual, group, and systems levels.

• School psychologists work with other school personnel to develop, implement, and evaluate effective 
interventions to improve learning engagement and academic outcomes.

• School psychologists incorporate all available information in developing instructional strategies to meet the 
individual learning needs of children and youth.

• School psychologists use culturally responsive and developmentally appropriate assessment techniques to identify 
and diagnose disabilities that affect development and learning. School psychologists use assessment data to select 
and implement evidence-based interventions that address identified learning and developmental needs.

• School psychologists share information about research in curriculum and instruction with educators, parents/
guardians, and the community to promote improvement in instruction and student achievement.

• School psychologists facilitate the design and delivery of evidence-based curriculum and instructional 
strategies that promote academic achievement in literacy, mathematics, and other content areas, through 
techniques such as teacher-directed instruction, peer tutoring, and interventions for self-regulation, planning/
organization, and management of academic demands.

• School psychologists seek to maximize intervention acceptability and fidelity during the development, 
implementation, and evaluation of instructional interventions.

Domain 4: Mental and Behavioral Health Services and Interventions

School psychologists understand the biological, cultural, developmental, and social influences on mental and 
behavioral health; behavioral and emotional impacts on learning; and evidence-based strategies to promote 
social–emotional functioning.

School psychologists, in collaboration with others, design, implement, and evaluate services that promote 
resilience and positive behavior, support socialization and adaptive skills, and enhance mental and behavioral 
health. Examples of professional practices associated with the development of social–emotional and behavioral 
skills include the following:

• School psychologists recognize risk and protective factors and use data and assessment to facilitate the design 
and delivery of curricula and interventions to help students develop effective social–emotional skills, such as 
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self-regulation, self-monitoring, self-advocacy, planning/organization, empathy, positive coping strategies, 
interpersonal skills, and healthy decision making.

• School psychologists integrate behavioral supports and mental health services with academic and learning 
goals for children. Using data, they identify students who may require individualized support and provide a 
continuum of developmentally appropriate and culturally responsive mental and behavioral health services, 
including individual and group counseling, behavioral coaching, classroom and school-wide social–emotional 
learning programs, positive behavioral supports, and parent education and support. This may include 
attention to issues such as the development of adaptive skills, life skills, and personal safety awareness.

• School psychologists demonstrate an understanding of the impact of trauma on social, emotional, and 
behavioral functioning and, in collaboration with others, work to implement practices to reduce the effects of 
trauma on learning and behavior.

• School psychologists use culturally responsive and developmentally appropriate assessment techniques to 
identify emotional and behavioral disabilities. They use assessment data to select and implement evidence-
based mental and behavioral health interventions.

• School psychologists demonstrate skills related to behavior analysis and use systematic decision making to 
consider the antecedents, consequences, functions, and potential causes of behavioral difficulties that may 
impede learning or socialization. They recognize that behavioral difficulties may stem from specific skill and/
or performance deficits that can be remedied through instruction and/or reinforcement strategies.

• School psychologists seek to maximize intervention acceptability and fidelity during the development, 
implementation, and evaluation of mental and behavioral health interventions.

• School psychologists develop and implement positive behavioral supports at the individual, group, classroom, 
school, and district levels that demonstrate the use of appropriate ecological and behavioral approaches (e.g., 
positive reinforcement, social skills training, restorative justice practices, and positive psychology) to promote 
effective student discipline practices and classroom management strategies.

• School psychologists use data to evaluate implementation and outcomes of mental and behavioral health 
interventions for individuals and groups.

• School psychologists promote effective home–school collaboration and, when necessary, collaborate with 
other community providers to coordinate mental and behavioral health supports and wraparound services.

SYSTEMS-LEVEL SERVICES

Domain 5: School-Wide Practices to Promote Learning

School psychologists understand systems’ structures, organization, and theory; general and special education 
programming; implementation science; and evidence-based school-wide practices that promote learning, positive 
behavior, and mental health. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, develop and implement practices 
and strategies to create and maintain safe, effective, and supportive learning environments for students and school 
staff. Professional and leadership practices associated with school-wide promotion of learning include the following:

• School psychologists, in collaboration with others, incorporate evidence-based strategies in the design, 
implementation, and evaluation of policies and practices in areas such as discipline, grading, instructional 
support, staff training, school improvement activities, program evaluation, and home–school partnerships.

• School psychologists provide professional development, training, and ongoing coaching on a range of topics 
that help staff and parents/guardians to better understand the developmental needs of children and youth in 
schools and that promote the use of effective instructional strategies, positive classroom management 
practices, and the cultivation of supportive working relationships.

• School psychologists use their knowledge of organizational development and systems theory to assist in 
promoting both a respectful, supportive atmosphere for decision making and collaboration and a 
commitment to quality instruction and services. School psychologists help staff members, students, and 
parents/guardians to resolve conflicts peacefully and respectfully.

• School psychologists are actively involved in the development and measurement of school improvement plans that 
affect the programs and services available to children, youth, and families. School psychologists assist in 
conducting needs assessments to help select school-wide programs based on the needs of the learning community.
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• School psychologists incorporate evidence-based strategies when developing and implementing intervention 
programs to facilitate the successful transition of students from one environment to another (e.g., program to 
program, school to school, grade to grade, and school to higher education and/or work).

• School psychologists work with others to develop and maintain positive school climates and learning 
environments that support resilience and academic growth, promote high rates of academic engagement and 
attendance, and reduce negative influences on learning and behavior.

• School psychologists participate in designing and implementing universal screening procedures to identify the 
need for additional academic or behavioral support services, as well as progress monitoring systems to 
promote successful learning and well-being.

• School psychologists work collaboratively with other school personnel to create and maintain a multitiered 
system of services to support each student’s attainment of academic, social–emotional, and behavioral goals.

• School psychologists analyze systems-level problems and identify factors that influence learning and behavior. 
They help other school leaders evaluate outcomes of classroom, building, and system initiatives, and they 
support shared decision-making practices designed to promote teacher leadership, include student voice, and 
meet general public accountability responsibilities.

Domain 6: Services to Promote Safe and Supportive Schools

School psychologists understand principles and research related to social–emotional well-being, resilience, and 
risk factors in learning, mental and behavioral health, services in schools and communities to support multitiered 
prevention and health promotion, and evidence-based strategies for creating safe and supportive schools. School 
psychologists, in collaboration with others, promote preventive and responsive services that enhance learning, 
mental and behavioral health, and psychological and physical safety and implement effective crisis prevention, 
protection, mitigation, response, and recovery. Examples of effective services to promote safe and supportive 
schools include the following:

• School psychologists provide services that foster a positive school climate and use their expertise to build 
and enhance relationships that lead to greater school connectedness for students, staff, families, and 
communities.

• School psychologists promote wellness and resilience by (a) collaborating with other healthcare professionals 
to provide a basic knowledge of behaviors that lead to healthy outcomes for children and youth; 
(b) facilitating environmental changes conducive to good health and adjustment of children and youth; 
and (c) accessing resources to address a wide variety of behavioral, learning, mental, and physical needs.

• School psychologists advocate for state and local policies that promote safe and inclusive school environments.
• School psychologists contribute to safe and supportive school environments by recognizing and addressing 

risk and protective factors that are vital to understanding and addressing systemic problems such as school 
failure, student disengagement, chronic absenteeism, school dropout, bullying, substance abuse, youth suicide 
and self-harm, and school violence. They take steps to promote prevention strategies and the development of 
protective factors that build resiliency.

• School psychologists support monitoring for early indicators of risk, work to provide effective consultation 
and intervention services to ameliorate student risk, and promote positive learning and mental health 
trajectories for all students.

• School psychologists contribute to the implementation and evaluation of prevention programs that promote 
physically and psychologically safe and nonviolent schools and communities.

• School psychologists participate in school crisis response teams and use data-based decision-making methods, 
problem-solving strategies, consultation, collaboration, and direct services in the context of crisis prevention, 
protection, mitigation, response, and recovery.

• School psychologists collaborate with other professionals to conduct assessments of school safety in the 
development of comprehensive individual and school safety plans aimed at both preventing and responding to 
crisis events to mitigate the effects of crises on students and adults in the school community.

• School psychologists, in collaboration with others, train staff and parents/guardians in how to recognize and 
respond to risk factors that may necessitate intervention by the school crisis response team.
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• School psychologists, in collaboration with other professionals, engage in crisis intervention, conduct 
comprehensive suicide and/or threat assessments for students who are identified as at risk, and design 
interventions to address mental and behavioral health needs.

• School psychologists collaborate with school personnel, parents/guardians, students, and community 
organizations to provide competent mental health support during and after crisis situations.

Domain 7: Family, School, and Community Collaboration

School psychologists understand principles and research related to family systems, strengths, needs, and cultures; 
evidence-based strategies to support positive family influences on children’s learning and mental health; and 
strategies to develop collaboration between families and schools. School psychologists, in collaboration with 
others, design, implement, and evaluate services that respond to culture and context. They facilitate family and 
school partnerships and interactions with community agencies to enhance academic and social–behavioral 
outcomes for children. Examples of professional practices associated with family, school, and community 
collaboration include the following:

• School psychologists acknowledge and respect diversity in family systems. They identify varying world views, 
cultural and family contexts, and other factors that have an impact on family–school partnerships and 
interactions with community providers, and they consider these factors when developing and providing 
services for families.

• School psychologists use evidence-based strategies to design, implement, and evaluate effective policies and 
practices that promote family, school, and community partnerships to enhance learning and mental and 
behavioral health outcomes for children and youth.

• School psychologists promote strategies for safe, nurturing, and dependable parenting and home interventions 
to facilitate children’s healthy development.

• School psychologists consider the unique needs of children and youth living in nontraditional settings, 
including those who are homeless or displaced and those living in foster care, group homes, or transitional 
housing. School psychologists collaborate with caregivers and community agencies supporting these students.

• School psychologists help create linkages among schools, families, and community providers, and they help 
coordinate services when programming for children involves multiple agencies.

• School psychologists advocate for families and support parents and other caregivers in their involvement in 
school activities, both for addressing individual students’ needs and for participating in classroom and school 
events. They acknowledge barriers to school engagement and take steps to help families overcome them.

• School psychologists educate the school community regarding the influence of family involvement on success 
in school and advocate for parent and other caregiver involvement in school governance and policy 
development whenever feasible.

FOUNDATIONS OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICE DELIVERY

Domain 8: Equitable Practices for Diverse Student Populations

School psychologists have knowledge of, and inherent respect for, individual differences, abilities, disabilities, and 
other diverse characteristics and the effects they have on development and learning. They also understand 
principles and research related to diversity in children, families, schools, and communities, including factors 
related to child development, religion, culture and cultural identity, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and 
expression, socioeconomic status, and other variables. School psychologists implement evidence-based strategies to 
enhance services in both general and special education and to address potential influences related to diversity. 
School psychologists demonstrate skills to provide professional services that promote effective functioning for 
individuals, families, and schools with diverse characteristics, cultures, and backgrounds through an ecological 
lens across multiple contexts. School psychologists recognize that equitable practices for diverse student 
populations, respect for diversity in development and learning, and advocacy for social justice are foundational to 
effective service delivery. While equality ensures that all children have the same access to general and special 
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educational opportunities, equity ensures that each student receives what they need to benefit from these 
opportunities. Examples of professional practices that respect diversity and promote equity include the following:

• School psychologists apply their understanding of the influence of culture, background, and individual 
learner characteristics when designing and implementing interventions to achieve optimal learning and 
behavioral outcomes.

• School psychologists, in collaboration with others, consider individual differences, strengths, backgrounds, 
talents, and needs in the design, implementation, and evaluation of services in order to improve learning and 
mental and behavioral health outcomes for all children in family, school, and community settings.

• School psychologists use inclusive language and provide culturally responsive and equitable practices in all 
domains of service delivery for diverse individuals, families, schools, and communities.

• School psychologists have advanced knowledge about special education and related services, and they use that 
knowledge to promote specialized instructional and support practices within special education that meet the 
diverse needs of children with disabilities.

• School psychologists work collaboratively with families and community liaisons to understand and address 
the needs of diverse learners.

• School psychologists employ a strengths-based approach to address the learning needs of English learners.
• School psychologists acknowledge the subtle racial, class, gender, cultural, and other biases and personal 

beliefs they may bring to their work and the impact these may have on their professional decisions, 
interactions, and activities. School psychologists also remain aware of the negative impact that biases—such 
as racism, sexism, and others—have on students, families, schools, and communities; thus, they collaborate 
with education professionals to promote respect for diversity for an inclusive and supportive school setting.

• School psychologists recognize both within- and between-group differences when working with diverse 
student populations.

• School psychologists promote equity and social justice in educational programs and services by ensuring that 
all children and youth learn in safe, supportive, and inclusive environments. School psychologists actively 
engage in efforts to address factors that limit equity and access to educational opportunity.

Domain 9: Research and Evidence-Based Practice

School psychologists have knowledge of research design, statistics, measurement, and varied data collection and 
analysis techniques sufficient for understanding research, interpreting data, and evaluating programs in applied 
settings. As scientist practitioners, school psychologists evaluate and apply research as a foundation for service 
delivery and, in collaboration with others, use various techniques and technology resources for data collection, 
measurement, and analysis to support effective practices at the individual, group, and/or systems levels. Examples 
of professional practices associated with research and evidence-based practice include the following:

• School psychologists evaluate, interpret, and synthesize a cumulative body of research findings and apply 
these as a foundation for effective service delivery.

• School psychologists advocate for the use of evidence-based educational practices in instruction, social–
emotional learning, and positive behavioral supports at the individual, group, school, and district levels.

• School psychologists apply knowledge of evidence-based interventions and programs in the design, 
implementation, and evaluation of the fidelity and effectiveness of school-based intervention plans.

• School psychologists provide assistance for analyzing, interpreting, and using empirical foundations to 
support effective school practices.

• School psychologists evaluate, select, and interpret evidence-based strategies that lead to meaningful school 
improvement through enhanced school climate, academic achievement, and sense of safety.

• School psychologists communicate their knowledge about statistics and measurement principles to inform 
practices and decision making.

• School psychologists understand principles of implementation science and program evaluation and apply 
these in a variety of settings to support other school leaders in developing, implementing, and monitoring 
programs that improve outcomes for all children and youth.
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Domain 10: Legal, Ethical, and Professional Practice

School psychologists have knowledge of the history and foundations of school psychology; multiple service models 
and methods; ethical, legal, and professional standards; and other factors related to professional identity and 
effective practice as school psychologists. School psychologists provide services consistent with ethical, legal, and 
professional standards; engage in responsive ethical and professional decision making; collaborate with other 
professionals; and apply professional work characteristics needed for effective practice as school psychologists, 
including effective interpersonal skills, responsibility, adaptability, initiative, dependability, technological 
competence, advocacy skills, respect for human diversity, and a commitment to social justice and equity. 
Examples of legal, ethical, and professional practice include the following:

• School psychologists practice in ways that are consistent with ethical, professional, and legal standards and 
regulations.

• School psychologists engage in effective, collaborative, and ethical professional relationships.
• School psychologists seek and use professional supervision, peer consultation, and mentoring for effective 

practice.
• School psychologists support the retention and growth of fellow school psychologists by providing 

supervision, peer consultation, and mentoring to those seeking such support.
• School psychologists access, evaluate, and use information sources and technology in ways that safeguard and 

enhance the quality of services, security of confidential information, and responsible record keeping.
• School psychologists assist administrators, teachers, other school personnel, and parents/guardians in 

understanding and adhering to legislation and regulations relevant to general and special education services.
• School psychologists advocate for professional roles as providers of effective services and evidence-based 

practices that enhance the learning and mental health of all children and youth.
• School psychologists stand up for the welfare and rights of children and use expertise to promote changes in 

individual education programs, systems, schools, and legislation. School psychologists actively contribute to 
conversations about matters of public concern, using factual and verifiable statements that enhance the use of 
evidence-based practices and policies.

• School psychologists collect data to evaluate and document the effectiveness of their own services.
• School psychologists engage in lifelong learning and formulate personal plans for ongoing professional 

growth.
• School psychologists are knowledgeable about standards that define contemporary professional practice and 

organizational principles that provide context for their work.
• School psychologists participate in continuing professional development activities at a level consistent with 

maintenance of the Nationally Certified School Psychologist credential (i.e., a minimum of 75 hours of 
professional development every 3 years).

• As part of continuing professional development, school psychologists may participate in local, state, and 
national professional associations and, when interested, engage in leadership roles.

PART II: ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLES

ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLE 1: ORGANIZATION AND EVALUATION OF SERVICE 
DELIVERY

Comprehensive school psychological services are provided by appropriately licensed or credentialed school 
psychologists who have received graduate preparation consistent with NASP professional standards.

School psychological services are provided in a coordinated, organized fashion and are delivered in a manner that 
ensures the provision of a seamless continuum of services. Services are delivered in accordance with a strategic 
planning process that considers the needs of all stakeholders and uses an evidence-based program evaluation 
model.
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1.1. School psychological services are planned and delivered on the basis of a systematic assessment of the 
educational and psychological needs of the students and families in the local community. School systems 
ensure that services provided directly by school psychologists are based on a strategic plan. The plan is 
developed based on the collective needs of the school system and community, with the primary focus being 
the specific needs of the students served by school psychologists.

1.2. School psychological services are available to all students on an equal basis. Differentiated services are 
provided to students based on their need, rather than on specific funding sources, disability status, or special 
education eligibility.

1.3. School psychological services are integrated with other school and community services. Students and their 
families should not be responsible for the integration of these services based on funding, setting, or program 
location. Therefore, school psychological and other mental and behavioral health services are provided 
through a ‘‘seamless’’ system of care.

1.4. Contractual school psychological services are provided in a manner consistent with this model, NASP’s 
Principles for Professional Ethics, and other relevant professional guidelines and standards. Contractual school 
psychological services are not used as a means to decrease the type, amount, and quality of school 
psychological services provided by the employing agency. They may be used to augment and enhance 
programs. When external professionals, with appropriate school psychology credentials, provide school 
psychological services, the school system maintains responsibility for the quality of services and for oversight 
of planning and implementation of services.

1.5. School systems conduct regular evaluations of the collective delivery of student services as well as those 
services provided by individual school psychologists. The evaluation process focuses on both the nature and 
extent of the services provided (process) and the student- or family-focused effects of those services 
(outcomes). Evaluation of services from external professionals who provide school psychological services is the 
responsibility of the school system, and the evaluation process should be consistent with that used for services 
provided by school psychologists who are school district employees.

1.6. School systems ensure that school psychologists are evaluated with methods and metrics that reflect their 
unique training and practice. Evaluation of school psychologists is linked to the NASP Practice Model and 
reflects the domains of practice outlined therein.

1.7. The school system provides a range of services to meet the academic and mental and behavioral health needs 
of students. As indicated in this model, school psychologists collaborate with other school personnel to 
provide both direct and indirect services to students and families. The consumers of and participants in these 
services include students, teachers, school counselors, school social workers, administrators, other school 
personnel, families, care providers, other community and regional agencies, and resources that support the 
educational process.

1.8. School systems support the provision of consultative and other services by school psychologists to teachers, 
administrators, and other school personnel for the purpose of improving student outcomes.

ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLE 2: CLIMATE

It is the responsibility of the school system to create a climate in which school psychological services can be 
delivered with mutual respect for all parties. Employees have the freedom to advocate for the services that are 
necessary to meet the needs of consumers and are free from artificial, administrative, or political constraints that 
might hinder or alter the provision of appropriate services.

2.1. School systems promote cooperative and collaborative relationships among staff members in a manner that 
best meets the mutual interests of students and families. Conflicts are resolved in a constructive and 
professional manner.

2.2. School systems provide an organizational climate in which school psychologists and other personnel may 
advocate in a professional manner for the most appropriate services for students and families, without fear of 
reprisal from supervisors or administrators.
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2.3. School systems promote work environments that maximize job satisfaction of employees in order to maintain 
the high quality of services provided to students. Measures of work climate are included in organizational 
self-evaluation.

2.4. School systems promote and advocate for balance between professional and personal lives of employees. 
Supervisors monitor work and stress levels of employees and take steps to reduce pressure when the well-being 
of the employee is at risk. Supervisors are available to employees to help resolve problems when personal 
factors may adversely affect job performance and when job expectations may adversely affect the personal life 
of the employee.

ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLE 3: PHYSICAL, PERSONNEL, AND FISCAL 
SUPPORT SYSTEMS

School systems ensure that (a) an adequate recruitment and retention plan for employees exists to ensure adequate 
personnel to meet the needs of the system; (b) all sources of funding, both public and private, are used and 
maximized to ensure the fiscal support necessary to provide adequate services; (c) all employees have adequate 
technology, resources, and work space; and (d) employees have adequate personnel benefits necessary to support 
their work, including discipline-specific professional development.

3.1. School systems assume professional responsibility and accountability for services through the recruitment of 
qualified and diverse staff and the assurance that staff function only in their areas of competency.

3.2. School systems support recruitment and retention of qualified staff by advocating for appropriate ratios of 
school psychologists to students. The ratio of school psychologists to students is a critical aspect of providing 
high-quality, comprehensive services and should not exceed one school psychologist for every 500 students. In 
some situations, the school psychologist-to-student ratio may need to be lower. These include, but are not 
limited to, situations in which school psychologists are assigned to work primarily with student populations 
that have intensive special needs (e.g., students with significant emotional or behavioral disorders, or students 
with developmental disorders) or within communities that are disproportionately affected by poverty, trauma, 
and environmental stressors. Lower ratios may also be required when school psychologists are itinerant, 
recognizing the demands inherent in traveling from school to school and in developing and maintaining 
collaborative relationships in multiple sites.

3.3. School systems provide advanced technological resources to facilitate effective time management, 
communication systems, data management systems, and service delivery.

3.4. School systems provide school psychologists with access to appropriate professional work materials, sufficient 
office and work space, adequate technology and clerical support, and general working conditions that enhance 
the delivery of effective services and ensure confidentiality. Included are assessment and intervention 
materials, access to private telephone and office, therapeutic aids, and access to professional literature.

ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLE 4: PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION

School systems ensure that policies and practices exist that result in positive, proactive communication among 
employees at all administrative levels of the organization.

4.1. School systems provide opportunities for employees to communicate with each other about issues of mutual 
professional interest on a regular basis.

4.2. School systems support and promote collaborative problem-solving approaches to the planning and delivery 
of school psychological services. Decision making and strategic planning regarding school psychological 
services are done in collaboration with other departments and outside agencies to ensure optimal services for 
students.

4.3. School systems ensure that staff members have access to the technology necessary to perform their jobs 
adequately and to maintain appropriate and confidential communication with students, families, and service 
providers within and outside the system.
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4.4. The school system’s policy on student records is consistent with state and federal laws and regulations and 
ensures the protection of the confidentiality of students and their families. The policy specifies the types of 
data developed by the school psychologist that are classified as school or student records. The policy gives 
clear guidance (consistent with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act or similar state law and 
regulations) regarding which documents belong to the school and the student/guardian and which documents 
belong to the school psychologist. Although test protocols are part of the student’s record, the school system 
ensures that test security is protected and copyright restrictions are observed. Release of records and protocols 
is consistent with state and federal regulations. The policy on student records includes procedures for 
maintaining student confidentiality and privacy in the use of electronic communications. The NASP 
Principles for Professional Ethics provides additional guidance for schools with regard to responsible school-
based record keeping.

ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLE 5: SUPERVISION, PEER CONSULTATION, AND 
MENTORING

The school system ensures that all personnel have opportunities for supervision, peer consultation, and mentoring 
adequate to ensure the provision of effective and accountable services. Supervision and mentoring are provided 
through an ongoing, career-long, positive, systematic, collaborative process between the school psychologist and a 
school psychology supervisor or other school psychology colleagues. This process focuses on promoting 
professional growth and exemplary professional practice leading to improved performance among all participants, 
including the school psychologist, supervisor, students, and entire school community.

5.1. Individuals engaging in professional or administrative supervision of school psychologists have a valid state 
school psychology credential for the setting in which they are employed, and they have a minimum of 3 years 
of experience as practicing school psychologists. Professional training and/or experience in the supervision of 
school personnel is preferred.

5.2. Supervision methods should match the experience, competencies, and needs of the school psychologist. 
Interns and novice school psychologists require more intensive supervisory modalities, including regularly 
scheduled face-to-face sessions. Alternative methods, such as supervision groups, mentoring, and/or peer 
consultation, can be used with more experienced school psychologists to ensure continued professional 
growth and support for complex or difficult cases.

5.3. School systems allow time for school psychologists to participate in supervision, peer consultation, and 
mentoring. In small or rural systems, where a supervising school psychologist may not be available, the school 
system ensures that school psychologists are given opportunities to seek supervision, mentorship, and/or peer 
consultation outside the district (e.g., through regional, state, or national school psychology networks).

5.4. The school system should develop and implement a coordinated plan for the accountability and evaluation of 
all school psychological services. This plan should address evaluation of both implementation and outcomes 
of services.

5.5. Supervisors ensure that practicum and internship experiences occur under conditions of appropriate 
supervision, including (a) access to professional school psychologists who will serve as appropriate role models, 
(b) supervision by an appropriately credentialed school psychologist, and (c) supervision within the guidelines 
of the graduate preparation program and NASP’s Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists.

5.6. Supervisors provide professional leadership through their participation in school psychology professional 
organizations and active involvement in local, state, and federal public policy development.

ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLE 6: PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
RECOGNITION SYSTEMS

Individual school psychologists and school systems develop professional development plans annually. The school 
system ensures that the continuing professional development of its personnel is both adequate for and relevant to 
the service delivery priorities of the school system. School systems recognize the need for a variety of discipline-
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specific professional development activities. Such activities could include those provided by the school system, 
NASP-approved providers, or other educational entities, or other activities such as online training, formal self-
study, and professional learning communities.

6.1. The school system provides support (e.g., funding, time, supervision) to ensure that school psychologists have 
sufficient access to continuing professional development at a level necessary to remain current regarding 
developments in professional practices that benefit children, families, schools, and communities. The school 
system provides technology and personnel resources to assist in providing a system for documenting 
professional development activities. The school system supports the professional and leadership development 
of school psychologists interested in local, state, or national leadership opportunities by providing release time 
or other forms of support.

6.2. The school system provides the opportunity for school psychologists to create and follow personal plans for 
professional development that guide their acquisition of new knowledge, skills, and abilities. Supervision 
supported by the school system makes available the opportunities to provide feedback to the school 
psychologist about the quality of new skill applications.

6.3. The school system provides levels of recognition (e.g., salary, leadership opportunities) that reflect the 
professional growth of individual school psychologists. School psychologists are provided with opportunities 
to use new skills consistent with professional growth.



NASP 2020 Professional Standards 15

Standards for Graduate 
Preparation of School 

Psychologists

PURPOSE

The NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists contribute to the development of effective 
school psychology services by identifying critical graduate education experiences and competencies needed by 
candidates preparing for careers as school psychologists. Graduate education of school psychologists occurs 
through specialist-level or doctoral-level programs of study in school psychology, as defined in these standards. In 
addition to providing guidance to graduate programs, the NASP graduate preparation standards are intended to 
serve as a national model that assists state education agencies and other state and national agencies in establishing 
standards for school psychologists’ graduate education and practice. It is important to note that the NASP 
graduate preparation standards are official policy documents of the association and, as national guiding principles 
for graduate preparation, provide statements about program structure and content that reflect NASP’s 
expectations for high-quality preparation in all graduate programs in school psychology.

USING THE STANDARDS FOR GRADUATE PREPARATION OF SCHOOL 
PSYCHOLOGISTS

The NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists will serve as a foundation for NASP’s 
program review and approval, accreditation, and/or national recognition procedures for specialist and doctoral-
level programs in school psychology. Programs planning to pursue program review, or newly established 
programs, can also use these standards when designing the program’s curriculum and infrastructure. The 
Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists cover five primary areas: (a) program context and 
structure, (b) content knowledge, (c) supervised field experiences, (d) performance-based program assessment and 
accountability, and (e) program support and resources. More information about the process for formal program 
review can be found at www.nasponline.org.

Program Standard 1: School Psychology Program Context and Structure

Graduate education in school psychology is delivered within the context of a comprehensive program framework 
based on clear goals and objectives and on a sequential, integrated course of study in which human diversity is 
emphasized. Graduate education develops candidates’ strong affiliation with school psychology, is delivered by 
qualified faculty, and includes substantial coursework and supervised field experiences necessary for the 
preparation of competent school psychologists whose services positively affect children and youth, families, 
schools, and other consumers. A school psychology program may additionally offer nondegree opportunities that 
lead to a school psychology credential and are based on the NASP graduate preparation standards. The following 
elements are apparent in the school psychology program.

http://www.nasponline.org
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1.1. The school psychology program is comprehensive, sequential, and experiential, and it fosters the development 
of candidates’ professional identity as school psychologists, as reflected in the following:

• Clear identification as a “school psychology program” and communication of a program framework or 
model, in which its philosophy/mission is represented in explicit goals and objectives for school 
psychology competencies that candidates are expected to attain.

• An integrated, sequential program of study and supervised field experiences that are based on the 
program’s philosophy/mission, goals, and objectives and are consistent across candidates.1,2

• Full-time, part-time, and/or alternative types of enrollment that provide multiple and systematic 
opportunities through coursework, supervised practices, and other comprehensive program activities for 
candidates to develop and encourage an affiliation with peers, faculty, and the profession.3

• While multiple instructional delivery methods (e.g., online, face to face4, hybrid) may be utilized, the 
program documents that it provides supervision and evaluates candidate learning outcomes relevant to 
particular courses and field experiences in a systematic manner.

• Use of a systematic process to ensure that candidates demonstrate the knowledge and skills needed for 
effective school psychology service delivery; the ability to integrate competencies across the NASP 
domains of school psychology practice outlined in Program Standard 2; and direct, measurable effects on 
children and youth, families, schools, and other consumers.

• Use of data from multiple measures, including performance-based evaluation regarding candidates and program 
graduates (e.g., employment, licensure/certification, satisfaction) to improve the quality of the program.

1.2. Graduate preparation in school psychology requires intensive support, guidance, and direct supervision of 
candidates. The school psychology program faculty need to be sufficient to advise candidates, provide 
instruction in highly applied courses, coordinate and supervise field experiences, engage in continuous 
program improvement, attend to administrative duties, and provide appropriate class sizes and sufficient 
course offerings to demonstrate program and candidate outcomes. Graduate preparation is designed, 
delivered, and assessed by a sufficient number of highly qualified faculty members who primarily are school 
psychologists.5 Program faculty requirements include:

• Faculty who are designated specifically as school psychology program faculty members and have teaching 
loads of at least three full-time equivalents (FTE). Full-time equivalent is defined as 100% of teaching 

1 If the school psychology program grants recognition of prior graduate courses and/or field experiences taken by 
candidates before entry into the program, the program applies systematic evaluation procedures and criteria to ensure (a) 
equivalency between prior courses, field experiences, and program requirements; and (b) consistency across required 
program coursework and field experiences for candidates.

2 An integrated, sequential program of study and supervised practice in school psychology is a planned sequence of related 
courses and field experiences designed according to the program’s philosophy/mission, goals, and objectives. Course 
prerequisites, a required program sequence, and/or similar methods ensure that all candidates complete the program in a 
consistent, systematic, and sequential manner. In addition to requiring a program of study for candidate attainment of 
primary knowledge and skill areas, the program may offer options for specializations or electives in specific competencies.

3 Examples of program activities include candidates’ attendance at program/department seminars; participation with other 
candidates and faculty in professional organization meetings; participation in ongoing research, program development, 
outreach, or service activities; and similar activities in school psychology that promote candidates’ professional identity 
as school psychologists and affiliation with colleagues and faculty.

4 Face-to-face for field-based supervision means in the physical presence of or electronic presence of the individuals 
involved in the supervisory relationship during either individual or group supervision. Face-to-face supervision may 
include secure video conferencing or real-time communication with both parties in each other’s physical presence. 
Face-to-face supervision does not include mail, email, digital chat, or phone calls.

5 School psychology program faculty members are those designated for primary teaching, research, service, advising, 
supervisory, and/or administrative responsibilities in the program and who participate in comprehensive program 
development and mentorship activities, including ongoing decision making, planning, and evaluation processes. Program 
faculty may hold full-time or part-time assignments in the program, but ongoing participation in a number of 
comprehensive program activities is a key factor. In contrast, other faculty may contribute to the program only by teaching 
courses or by participating in other limited activities (e.g., on a limited adjunct, affiliated, or related basis).
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load in the school psychology program or teaching load plus release time for directing the school 
psychology program and/or other responsibilities.

• At least two school psychology program faculty members (including the program administrator) who 
hold doctoral degrees with specialization in school psychology and are actively engaged in school 
psychology (e.g., possess state and/or national credentials as school psychologists; have experience as 
school psychologists; participate in professional associations of school psychologists; contribute to 
research, scholarly publications, and presentations in school psychology).

• Other school psychology program faculty members, as relevant for the program, who hold one of the 
following: (a) a specialist degree in school psychology and significant school-based experience (if allowed 
by the program’s regional accrediting body and institution); or (b) a doctoral degree in psychology, 
education, or closely related discipline and formal preparation and expertise to teach/supervise in the 
content area they have been assigned in the graduate program.

• Faculty-to-student ratio of no greater than 1 to 12 in the overall program and instructionally intensive 
courses containing a significant supervision component. This ratio applies to all candidates in school 
psychology programs at the institution (e.g., specialist, doctoral, respecialization or professional retraining). 
The ratio may be based on a prorated proportion of program faculty and candidates. Part-time candidates, 
interns, and candidates working exclusively on research, theses, or dissertations may be prorated based on 
the credit hours enrolled in and the amount of supervision provided by program faculty.

1.3. School Psychology Specialist-Level Programs Only: The specialist-level program of study in school 
psychology consists of the following:

• A minimum of 3 years of full-time study at the graduate level or the equivalent, inclusive of structured 
field experiences.

• At least 60 graduate semester hours or the equivalent, with at least 54 hours exclusive of credit for the 
supervised specialist-level internship experience.6

• The supervised internship experience must be taken for academic credit, with a minimum of 1,200 clock 
hours, including a minimum of 600 hours in a school setting and completed across one academic year on 
a full-time basis or two consecutive academic years on a half-time basis.

• Institutional documentation of completion of school psychology specialist-level program.7

1.4. School Psychology Doctoral-Level Programs Only: The doctoral-level program of study in school 
psychology8 consists of the following:

• Greater depth in one or more school psychology competencies described in NASP domains of school 
psychology practice (see Program Standard 2), consistent with the philosophy/mission of doctoral-level 
preparation9 and reflected in program aims, sequential program of study, and supervised practice.

6 Graduate semester hours are units of graduate credit based on a semester course schedule. In cases in which a 
quarter schedule is used, three quarter hours equals two semester hours. Thus, 90 quarter hours of credit are essentially 
equivalent to 60 semester hours. Programs that use other credit systems (e.g., trimester credits, unit credits) provide 
candidates with documentation of institutional policy regarding their equivalency to a semester hour system.

7 Institutional documentation of program completion is official documentation provided by the higher education institution 
(or by a unit of the institution) that an individual has completed the entire required course of study (minimum of 60 
graduate semester hours or the equivalent) in the school psychology program at the specialist or doctoral level, including 
the internship. Institutional documentation is typically in the form of a degree or diploma (PhD, PsyD, EdS, MS or MA 
+60, etc.), certificate of advanced graduate studies (e.g., CAS, CAGS), transcript notation indicating program completion, 
or similar official documentation of completion of the entire school psychology program.

8 Programs are encouraged to provide opportunities for doctoral study for practicing school psychologists and, to the 
greatest extent possible within the program’s objectives and course of study, credit for prior graduate preparation.

9 Doctoral programs typically are characterized by advanced competencies in research, and the program may identify additional 
competencies that address the specific philosophy/mission, goals, and objectives of its doctoral program of study (e.g., greater 
depth in one or more domains described in NASP Domains of School Psychology Practice, a practice specialization, 
supervision or leadership competency, preparation for specialized roles or settings such as research or graduate instruction).
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• A minimum of 4 years of full-time study, including an internship at the graduate level, or the equivalent 
if part-time.

• At least 90 graduate semester hours or the equivalent, with at least 78 hours exclusive of credit for the 
supervised doctoral internship experience and a terminal doctoral project (e.g., dissertation or capstone).

• A supervised internship, taken for academic credit with a minimum of 1,500 clock hours, at least 600 
hours of which are completed in a school setting, unless a prior specialist-level internship in a school 
setting or 600-hour advanced practicum experience in a school setting had been completed prior to 
internship that provided a comparable experience to a formal specialist-level internship.

• Institutional documentation of school psychology doctoral-level program completion provided to graduates.

1.5. All aspects of human diversity and social justice are recognized as strengths that are valued and respected throughout 
the school psychology program. Human diversity is broadly defined as it relates to race, ethnicity, gender, gender 
identification, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic status, linguistic differences, ability, and intersection of any of 
the above. Social justice ensures that all children and youth are valued and that their rights and opportunities are 
protected in schools and communities. Human diversity and social justice are reflected in the following:

• Philosophy/mission, goals, and objectives for candidates’ competencies.
• Candidate admissions, candidate and faculty demographics/characteristics, curricula, practica, internships, 

candidate assessment, and faculty activities, as well as other components of the program. Activities may 
include recruitment and retention efforts for diverse candidates and faculty, didactic coursework 
preparation (e.g., nondiscriminatory assessment with English language learners), field experiences with 
diverse populations/settings, and program partnerships with diverse practitioners, schools, and  
communities.

• Use of systematic and comprehensive processes to ensure that candidates acquire knowledge, skills, and 
professional work characteristics to promote effective services, advocacy, and social justice for all children 
and youth, families, and schools.

1.6. Nondegree graduate preparation in school psychology includes two options: respecialization and professional 
retraining. Respecialization is for candidates who hold a graduate degree in another area of applied 
psychology (e.g., clinical or counseling psychology). Professional retraining is for candidates who hold a 
graduate degree in a related field (e.g., special education, school counseling, or school social work). If the 
school psychology program provides nondegree options, at a minimum the following should be addressed:

• Systematic evaluation procedures and criteria to grant recognition of candidates’ prior courses/field 
experiences and to identify additional graduate courses and experiences necessary for candidates to 
demonstrate competencies of professional school psychologists.

• An individualized plan of study and supervised field experiences, based on a candidate’s prior preparation 
and experiences, that foster the development of professional competencies, work characteristics, and a 
professional identity as a school psychologist.

• A 1,200-hour supervised internship, with a minimum of 600 hours specific to school psychology in a 
school setting. Previous relevant, supervised internship experiences may be considered as meeting a 
portion of this requirement.

• Use of a systematic process to ensure that candidates demonstrate the knowledge and skills needed for 
effective school psychology service delivery; demonstrate the ability to integrate competencies across the 
NASP domains of school psychology practice outlined in Program Standard 2; and show direct, 
measurable impact on children, families, schools, and other consumers.

• Clear distinction between the school psychology degree program and the nondegree preparation 
(respecialization or professional retraining) in the program handbook, program of study, and  
other materials.

Program Standard 2: Domains of School Psychology Graduate Education and Practice

The school psychology program should be based on the completion of an integrated and sequential program of 
study that is explicitly designed to develop knowledge and practice competencies in each of the following domains 
of school psychology practice. School psychologists provide comprehensive and integrated services across 
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10 general domains of professional practice, as illustrated in the appendix. The following core beliefs form the 
foundation for the NASP Practice Model:

• School psychologists have a foundation in the knowledge bases for both psychology and education, including 
theories, models, research, evidence-based practices, and implementation strategies within the domains, as 
well as the ability to communicate important principles and concepts.

• School psychologists use effective strategies and skills in the domains to help students succeed
• academically, socially, behaviorally, and emotionally.
• School psychologists apply their knowledge and skills by creating and maintaining safe, supportive, equitable, and 

effective learning environments and enhancing family, school, and community collaboration for all students.
• School psychologists demonstrate knowledge and skills relevant for professional practices and work 

characteristics in their field.
• School psychologists ensure that their knowledge, skills, and professional practices reflect understanding and 

respect for human diversity and promote effective services, advocacy, and social justice for all students, 
families, and schools.

• School psychologists integrate knowledge and professional skills across the 10 domains of school psychology 
in delivering a comprehensive range of services in professional practice that result in direct, measurable 
outcomes for students, families, schools, and/or consumers.

The domains of school psychology practice describe the comprehensive and integrated services that can be 
expected of school psychologists as presented in the NASP 2020 Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School 
Psychological Services (the NASP Practice Model). The 10 domains provide a general frame of reference for basic 
competencies that school psychologists should possess upon beginning practice and that are consistent with the 
professional competencies that result from graduate education in school psychology. The descriptions below are 
representative of competencies in each domain but are not intended to be exhaustive or prescriptive. The NASP 
Practice Model presents specific school psychology practices and provides more detail about the integrated and 
comprehensive nature of the domains described below.

Domain 1: Data-Based Decision Making
School psychologists understand and utilize assessment methods for identifying strengths and needs; 
developing effective interventions, services, and programs; and measuring progress and outcomes within a 
multitiered system of supports. School psychologists use a problem-solving framework as the basis for all 
professional activities. School psychologists systematically collect data from multiple sources as a foundation 
for decision making at the individual, group, and systems levels, and they consider ecological factors (e.g., 
classroom, family, and community characteristics) as a context for assessment and intervention.

Domain 2: Consultation and Collaboration
School psychologists understand varied models and strategies of consultation and collaboration applicable 
to individuals, families, groups, and systems, as well as methods to promote effective implementation of 
services. As part of a systematic and comprehensive process of effective decision-making and problem 
solving that permeates all aspects of service delivery, school psychologists demonstrate skills to consult, 
collaborate, and communicate effectively with others.

Domain 3: Academic Interventions and Instructional Supports
School psychologists understand the biological, cultural, and social influences on academic skills; human 
learning, cognitive, and developmental processes; and evidence-based curricula and instructional 
strategies. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, use assessment and data collection methods 
to implement and evaluate services that support academic skill development in children.

Domain 4: Mental and Behavioral Health Services and Interventions
School psychologists understand the biological, cultural, developmental, and social influences on mental 
and behavioral health; behavioral and emotional impacts on learning; and evidence-based strategies to 
promote social–emotional functioning. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, design, 
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implement, and evaluate services that promote resilience and positive behavior, support socialization and 
adaptive skills, and enhance mental and behavioral health.

Domain 5: School-Wide Practices to Promote Learning
School psychologists understand systems structures, organization, and theory; general and special 
education programming; implementation science; and evidence-based, school-wide practices that promote 
learning, positive behavior, and mental health. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, develop 
and implement practices and strategies to create and maintain safe, effective, and supportive learning 
environments for students and school staff.

Domain 6: Services to Promote Safe and Supportive Schools
School psychologists understand principles and research related to social–emotional well-being, resilience 
and risk factors in learning, mental and behavioral health, services in schools and communities to support 
multitiered prevention and health promotion, and evidence-based strategies for creating safe and 
supportive schools. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, promote preventive and responsive 
services that enhance learning, mental and behavioral health, and psychological and physical safety and 
implement effective crisis prevention, protection, mitigation, response, and recovery.

Domain 7: Family, School, and Community Collaboration
School psychologists understand principles and research related to family systems, strengths, needs, and 
cultures; evidence-based strategies to support positive family influences on children’s learning and mental 
health; and strategies to develop collaboration between families and schools. School psychologists, in 
collaboration with others, design, implement, and evaluate services that respond to culture and context. 
They facilitate family and school partnerships and interactions with community agencies to enhance 
academic and social–behavioral outcomes for children.

Domain 8: Equitable Practices for Diverse Student Populations
School psychologists have knowledge of individual differences, abilities, disabilities, and other diverse 
characteristics and of the impact they have on development and learning. They also understand principles 
and research related to diversity in children, families, schools, and communities, including factors related 
to child development, religion, culture and cultural identity, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and 
expression, socioeconomic status, and other variables. School psychologists implement evidence-based 
strategies to enhance services in both general and special education and address potential influences 
related to diversity. School psychologists demonstrate skills to provide professional services that promote 
effective functioning for individuals, families, and schools with diverse characteristics, cultures, and 
backgrounds through an ecological lens across multiple contexts. School psychologists recognize that 
equitable practices for diverse student populations, respect for diversity in development and learning, and 
advocacy for social justice are foundational to effective service delivery. While equality ensures that all 
children have the same access to general and special educational opportunities, equity ensures that each 
student receives what they need to benefit from these opportunities.

Domain 9: Research and Evidence-Based Practice
School psychologists have knowledge of research design, statistics, measurement, and varied data collection and 
analysis techniques sufficient for understanding research, interpreting data, and evaluating programs in applied 
settings. As scientist practitioners, school psychologists evaluate and apply research as a foundation for service 
delivery and, in collaboration with others, use various techniques and technology resources for data collection, 
measurement, and analysis to support effective practices at the individual, group, and/or systems levels.

Domain 10: Legal, Ethical, and Professional Practice
School psychologists have knowledge of the history and foundations of school psychology; multiple 
service models and methods; ethical, legal, and professional standards; and other factors related to 
professional identity and effective practice as school psychologists. School psychologists provide services 
consistent with ethical, legal, and professional standards; engage in responsive ethical and professional 
decision making; collaborate with other professionals; and apply professional work characteristics needed 
for effective practice as school psychologists, including effective interpersonal skills, responsibility, 
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adaptability, initiative, dependability, technological competence, advocacy skills, respect for human 
diversity, and a commitment to social justice and equity.

Program Standard 3: Supervised Field Experiences in School Psychology

The program ensures that all candidates complete supervised and sequenced practica and internship experiences 
consistent with program goals and objectives and with Program Standard 1. Specific competency outcomes are 
clearly articulated for each field experience. Practicum outcome measures focus on distinct knowledge, skills, and 
professional work characteristics, and do not necessarily address all NASP domains of school psychology practice 
as specified in Program Standard 2. Internship outcome measures comprehensively assess all NASP domains and 
their integration. Field experiences contribute to the preparation of candidates who demonstrate the professional 
competencies needed to effectively deliver school psychological services to children and youth, families, and 
schools. The following components are apparent in the school psychology program.

3.1. The school psychology program includes clinical field experiences that allow candidates to develop, practice, 
demonstrate, and reflect upon evidence-based practices in a graduated manner that increases in complexity. 
Supervised field experiences must include the following:

• Settings relevant to program objectives and the development of candidate competencies.
• Program oversight to ensure identification and appropriateness of placements, diverse activities that 

address breadth and scope of the NASP Practice Model, supervision, and collaboration with the 
placement sites and practicum/internship supervisors.

• Collaboration between the school psychology program and placement agencies that demonstrates a 
commitment to candidate learning, is consistent with program goals, and ensures the development of 
professional competencies.

• Structured, specific activities that are consistent with the goals/objectives of the program and foster the 
development of competency in advocating for understanding of human diversity and social justice. 
Internship is a comprehensive experience with a primary emphasis on providing breadth and quality of 
experiences, attainment of comprehensive school psychology competencies, and integration and 
application of the full range of NASP domains of school psychology practice (see Program Standards 2).

• Field experiences that are completed for academic credit or are otherwise documented by the institution, 
with practica preceding and in preparation for internships. Performance-based evaluations that are 
systematic and designed to ensure that candidates demonstrate professional work characteristics and 
attain competencies with clearly articulated methods to identify and address concerns regarding 
candidate performance.

3.2. The school psychology program requires supervised practica based on program goals and NASP graduate 
preparation standards. At a minimum, activities must include opportunities to build professional 
competencies in (a) data-based decision making, including psychoeducational assessment with 
recommendations; (b) the design, implementation, and evaluation of services that support cognitive and 
academic skills; and (c) the design, implementation, and evaluation of services that support socialization, 
behavioral and mental health, and emotional well-being (e.g., counseling, behavior analysis and intervention, 
social–emotional learning). The services can be implemented at the individual, class-wide, and/or systems 
level. Practica opportunities may include other professional competency development based on graduate 
program goals.

3.3. The school psychology program requires a comprehensive, supervised, and carefully evaluated internship in 
school psychology that includes the following:

• A commitment to a diversified learning experience that includes a variety of professional roles and 
functions for the intern to attain professional competencies through carefully supervised activities. 
Internship experiences comprehensively address all NASP domains of school psychology practice.

• A culminating experience in the program’s course of study. Although one or two advanced seminar 
classes that correspond to internship requirements may be taken during internship, foundation and/or 
practica courses must be completed prior to internship.
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• A written agreement that specifies the period of appointment and any terms of compensation for the intern.
• Similar support services for the intern as provided to the agency school psychologist(s).
• Provision for the intern’s participation in continuing professional development activities.

3.4. The school psychology program requires that each intern receive appropriate and regularly scheduled field-
based supervision, including the following:

• Provision of field-based supervision by a school psychologist holding the appropriate state school 
psychologist credential for practice in a school setting (if a portion of the internship is conducted in 
another setting, provision of field supervision from a psychologist holding the appropriate state 
psychology credential for practice in the internship setting).

• At least weekly, individual, face-to-face field-based supervision with structured mentoring focused on the 
intern’s attainment of competencies. Field-based internship supervision must additionally meet the 
following minimum criteria: an average of at least 2 hours of supervision per full-time week or the 
equivalent for part-time placement.

Program Standard 4: Performance-Based Program Assessment and Accountability

The school psychology program employs systematic, comprehensive assessment of candidate knowledge, skills, 
and professional work characteristics needed for effective practice as early practitioner, independent school 
psychologists. A key aspect of program accountability is the assessment of candidate ability to provide, and 
evaluate the impact of, direct and indirect services to children and youth, families, and schools. Faculty must be 
involved in the evaluation of candidate skill application (e.g., products such as individual, group, or system-wide 
case studies, program evaluations, and psychoeducational evaluations), and use assessment results to evaluate and 
improve the program.

4.1. The program employs a variety of methods to assess candidate knowledge, skills, and professional work 
characteristics consistent with the NASP Practice Model, including results on licensing exams, course-
embedded methods, practicum and intern evaluations, and performance-based products that include 
assessment of the impact of services on children and youth, families, and schools.

4.2. The assessment of practicum outcomes must include a formal evaluation process of all candidates conducted by field 
supervisors and/or program faculty. Such assessment is expected to focus on specific competencies and professional 
work characteristics and be based on observations and/or other evaluation methods (practica experiences do not 
need to comprehensively address all NASP domains). The evaluation criteria or benchmark is expected to be 
relevant to the professional developmental stage of the candidate at the particular level of the practica.

4.3. The assessment of internship outcomes includes formative and summative performance-based evaluations of 
interns completed by program faculty and field-based supervisors that are systematic and comprehensive and 
ensure that interns attain the competencies and demonstrate the professional work characteristics needed for 
effective practice as early career, independent school psychologists. It is expected that the intern evaluation 
cover all NASP domains of school psychology practice.

4.4. As part of the outcome-based assessment, candidates must demonstrate evidence of the ability to provide and 
evaluate the impact of direct and/or indirect intervention-based services for children and youth, families, and 
schools. Candidates must provide evidence of services in the form of two performance-based products, one of 
which can be completed during practica. One product must have a primary focus on academic/cognitive skills, 
and another with a primary focus on mental and behavioral health. Faculty must evaluate candidates’ products.

4.5. Systematic procedures are used to evaluate and improve the quality of the program. Different sources of 
process and performance information (e.g., instructional evaluation, performance portfolios, field supervisor 
evaluations, candidate/graduate performance on licensing/certification examinations) are used, as appropriate, 
to evaluate and improve the program.

Program Standard 5: School Psychology Program Support and Resources

Adequate resources are available to support the school psychology program and its faculty and candidates. Such 
resources are needed to ensure the accomplishment of program goals and objectives and candidates’ attainment of 
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competencies needed for effective school psychology services that positively affect children and youth, families, 
schools and/or school personnel, and communities.

The following elements are apparent in the school psychology program.

5.1. The school psychology program is located within an institution that is accredited, without probation or an 
equivalent status, by the appropriate institutional regional accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education.

5.2. The school psychology program faculty members are assured of adequate professional time for program 
responsibilities, including the following:

• Faculty loads that take into account instruction, program administration, supervision, research/
scholarship, advising, service, candidate assessment, and other activities associated with graduate-level 
school psychology program faculty responsibilities.

• Faculty teaching and supervision loads that usually are no greater than 75% of that typically assigned to 
faculty who teach primarily undergraduate courses.

• At least 25% reassigned or released time for the program administrator for administrative duties related 
to the school psychology program.

5.3. The school psychology program ensures adequate candidate support from and interaction with school 
psychology program faculty members through the following:

• Extensive, intensive, and individualized faculty advisement, supervision, and mentoring of candidates 
during all components of coursework, practica, internships, and other program activities that are available 
from and provided primarily by school psychology program faculty members, as defined in Program 
Standard 1.2.

• Ongoing and comprehensive program development and evaluation, instruction, candidate assessment, 
and other program activities that are available from and provided primarily by school psychology 
program faculty members, as defined in Program Standard 1.2.

• A ratio of no greater than 1:12 school psychology faculty FTE to school psychology candidate FTE in the 
overall program (regardless of degree level), as well as in courses that involve significant supervision 
including practica and internship.

5.4. The school psychology program faculty receive support for ongoing learning and professional experiences 
relevant to graduate preparation responsibilities, including the following:

• Involvement in school psychology, including access to professional organizations, research/scholarship, 
and/or professional service activities.

• Continuing professional development and related activities important to maintaining and enhancing 
knowledge, skills, and contributions to school psychology.

5.5. Arrangements are made by the program to provide adequate resources (e.g., tests, academic intervention materials, 
social and emotional intervention materials, technology) needed to teach, learn, and practice school psychology.

5.6. The institution provides adequate access to library and technology resources.
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to state education agencies (SEAs) and other state and 
national agencies for credentialing school psychologists and regulating the practice of school psychology. The 
NASP credentialing standards also serve as the basis for its National School Psychology Certification System. 
These credentialing standards were developed and approved by NASP pursuant to its mission to support school 
psychologists, to enhance the learning and mental health of children and youth, to improve educational 
outcomes, and to advance the NASP professional standards.

Credentialing is a process by which SEAs authorize—and reauthorize—the use of the title “school psychologist” 
(or related titles) and the practice of school psychology by individuals who initially meet established standards of 
graduate education and then later comply with standards for continuing professional development, ethical 
behavior, and experience. These credentialing standards relate to both the use of the title “school psychologist” 
and to the practice of school psychology, which is defined by the National Association of School Psychologists’ 
(NASP) Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services (2020).

USING THE NASP CREDENTIALING STANDARDS

The Standards for the Credentialing of School Psychologists is intended as a model for SEAs or other state or local 
entities that employ school psychologists and have the statutory authority to establish and regulate credentialing 
for school psychologists’ title and practice. Included are recommended criteria for initial credentialing (consisting 
of graduate coursework, practica, and internship requirements) as well as recommendations for credential renewal 
(i.e., mentoring and professional development). These criteria are most applicable to the credentialing of persons 
employed as school psychologists in public or private schools. Such employment settings typically have a primary 
responsibility for the safety and welfare of children and youth by ensuring that their employees are qualified and 
act in accordance with various legal and regulatory mandates in their professional relationships with children and 
youth, and with parents served. Similar responsibilities are fulfilled by the administration of other organizations 
with education programs that employ school psychologists, such as hospitals or juvenile justice institutions.

NASP recognizes that states vary in the operation of their credentialing processes. Most states conduct their own 
initial credentialing of school psychologists but may delegate some of their regulatory responsibilities to local 
education agencies (LEAs) and/or other entities. In addition, multiple SEA departments are typically involved in 
the regulation of school psychology with regard to employment job descriptions, funding, performance 
evaluation, professional development, service provision, and more. Some aspects of credentialing may be 
embodied in state laws; most are incorporated in regulations. However, these NASP standards are intended to 
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provide guidance regarding credentialing and regulation of school psychology regardless of a state’s organizational 
and legal structure. They also promote quality and allow for professional portability.

NATIONALLY CERTIFIED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS

The Standards for the Credentialing of School Psychologists also includes a description of the Nationally Certified 
School Psychologist (NCSP) credential, a model implementation of these standards as administered by the 
National School Psychology Certification Board (NSPCB). The NSPCB was created by NASP in 1988 to 
establish a nationally recognized standard for credentialing school psychologists. The NCSP is a national 
certification system for school psychologists based on recognized and widely accepted standards for advanced 
preparation, performance-based assessment of competency, and demonstration of positive outcomes for consumers 
of school psychological services. The Standards for the Credentialing of School Psychologists are used by the NSPCB, 
and the NCSP is bestowed upon individuals in recognition of meeting NASP’s professional standards. Persons 
who hold the NCSP are considered to have met rigorous standards of graduate preparation and competency based 
on the assessment and demonstration of effective services and of positive effects on children and youth, families, 
and learning environments. The Standards for the Credentialing of School Psychologists are also considered to be 
appropriate for states to use in executing their authority in credentialing school psychologists. As a result, the 
NCSP credential is widely recognized by SEAs as a valid approach for credentialing school psychologists that 
aligns with NASP’s professional standards. These standards are not intended to supplant a state’s authority to 
implement equivalent credentialing processes for school psychologists. The purposes of this national credentialing 
system are to promote uniform credentialing standards across states, agencies, and graduate education programs, 
and to facilitate the credentialing of school psychologists across states.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST CREDENTIAL

1.0 State Credentialing Authority

1.1 Credentialing Process

Credentialing for school psychologists (i.e., licensure or certification) is the process whereby a state authorizes 
individuals to use the title “school psychologist” and provide school psychological services. Credentialing in 
school psychology is granted to individuals meeting established standards of graduate education and experience. 
A state’s credentialing authority, found in statute and/or regulations, should require all providers of school 
psychological services and all users of the title “school psychologist” to hold a current credential, and should 
provide for legal sanctions and sanctioning procedures for violators.

1.2 State Use of NASP Standards

When a state empowers one or more organizational entities to administer the credentialing (certification and/or 
licensure) process for school psychologists, administrative codes and regulations adopted by such bodies should be 
consistent with the NASP Standards for the Credentialing of School Psychologists and carry the weight of law.

2.0 Recommendations for State Credentialing of School Psychologists

2.1 Title of School Psychologist

The credential should be issued in writing and expressly authorize both the practice of school psychology as 
defined by NASP Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services and the use of the title 
“school psychologist.” Use of the terms “school psychology” or “school psychologist” within a title should be 
limited to those persons who meet the NASP Standards for Credentialing of School Psychologists.

2.2 Minimum Period of Credential

The professional school psychologist credential should be issued for a period of 3 years and extended upon renewal.



NASP 2020 Professional Standards 27

Standards for the Credentialing of School Psychologists

2.3 Minimum Requirements for School Psychologists

The minimum requirement for a professional credential as a school psychologist is the specialist-level program of 
study in school psychology (see criteria in Credentialing Standard 3.0).

2.4 Professional Support and Mentoring Requirements

The credentialing process should require at least one academic year of professional support or mentoring 
following completion of formal graduate study (including internship) and initial issuance of the credential 
(see Credentialing Standard 4.5, Demonstration of Knowledge and Skills).

2.5 Professional Autonomy

After successfully completing a minimum of one academic year of professional support and/or mentoring, the credential 
should allow school psychologists to have professional autonomy determining the nature, scope, and extent of their 
specific services consistent with their graduate preparation, supervised field experiences, continuing professional 
development, and demonstrated expertise, and in accordance with NASP’s Principles for Professional Ethics (2020).

2.6 Performance Evaluations

State and local education agencies should incorporate NASP’s Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School 
Psychological Services (2020) into any performance evaluation system used to evaluate school psychologists.

STATE CREDENTIALING REQUIREMENTS

3.0 Criteria for Specialist-Level Credentialing in School Psychology

3.1 Minimum Credentialing Requirements

The minimum requirement for being credentialed as a school psychologist shall be a specialist-level program of 
study in school psychology (e.g., EdS, SSP, CAS, CAGS, PsyS), consisting of the following:

• A minimum of 3 years of full-time study at the graduate level or the equivalent, inclusive of structured field 
experiences.

• At least 60 graduate semester hours or the equivalent, with at least 54 hours exclusive of credit for the 
supervised specialist-level internship experience.

• A supervised internship experience taken for academic credit, with a minimum of 1,200 clock hours, 
including a minimum of 600 hours in a school setting and completed across one academic year on a full-time 
basis or two consecutive academic years on a half-time basis.

Criteria for each of the following areas will be consistent with the NASP 2020 Standards for Graduate Preparation 
of School Psychologists.

3.2 Programs of Study in the Domains of School Psychology

The credential should be based on the completion of an integrated and sequential program of study that is explicitly 
designed to develop knowledge and practice competencies in each of the following domains of school psychology 
practice. School psychologists provide comprehensive and integrated services across 10 general domains of professional 
practice, as illustrated in the appendix. The following core beliefs form the foundation for the NASP Practice Model:

• School psychologists have a foundation in the knowledge bases for both psychology and education, including 
theories, models, research, evidence-based practices, and implementation strategies within the domains, as 
well as the ability to communicate important principles and concepts.

• School psychologists use effective strategies and skills in the domains to help students succeed academically, 
socially, behaviorally, and emotionally.
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• School psychologists apply their knowledge and skills by creating and maintaining safe, supportive, equitable, 
and effective learning environments and enhancing family, school, and community collaboration for all 
students.

• School psychologists demonstrate knowledge and skills relevant for professional practices and work 
characteristics in their field.

• School psychologists ensure that their knowledge, skills, and professional practices reflect understanding and 
respect for human diversity and promote effective services, advocacy, and social justice for all students, 
families, and schools.

• School psychologists integrate knowledge and professional skills across the 10 domains of school psychology 
practice as they deliver a comprehensive range of services in professional practice that results in direct, 
measurable outcomes for students, families, schools, and/or consumers.

The domains of school psychology practice describe the comprehensive and integrated services that can be 
expected of school psychologists as presented in the NASP Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School 
Psychological Services (the NASP Practice Model). The 10 domains provide a general frame of reference for basic 
competencies that school psychologists should possess upon beginning practice and that are consistent with the 
professional competencies that result from graduate education in school psychology. The descriptions below are 
representative of competencies in each domain; they are not intended to be exhaustive or prescriptive. The NASP 
Practice Model presents specific school psychology practices and provides more detail about the integrated and 
comprehensive nature of the domains described below.

Domain 1: Data-Based Decision Making
School psychologists understand and utilize assessment methods for identifying strengths and needs; 
developing effective interventions, services, and programs; and measuring progress and outcomes within a 
multitiered system of supports. School psychologists use a problem-solving framework as the basis for all 
professional activities. School psychologists systematically collect data from multiple sources as a foundation 
for decision making at the individual, group, and systems levels, and they consider ecological factors (e.g., 
classroom, family, and community characteristics) as a context for assessment and intervention.

Domain 2: Consultation and Collaboration
School psychologists understand varied models and strategies of consultation and collaboration applicable 
to individuals, families, groups, and systems, as well as methods to promote effective implementation of 
services. As part of a systematic and comprehensive process of effective decision making and problem 
solving that permeates all aspects of service delivery, school psychologists demonstrate skills to consult, 
collaborate, and communicate effectively with others.

Domain 3: Academic Interventions and Instructional Supports
School psychologists understand the biological, cultural, and social influences on academic skills; human 
learning, cognitive, and developmental processes; and evidence-based curricula and instructional 
strategies. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, use assessment and data collection methods 
to implement and evaluate services that support academic skill development in children.

Domain 4: Mental and Behavioral Health Services and Interventions
School psychologists understand the biological, cultural, developmental, and social influences on mental 
and behavioral health; behavioral and emotional impacts on learning; and evidence-based strategies to 
promote social–emotional functioning. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, design, 
implement, and evaluate services that promote resilience and positive behavior, support socialization and 
adaptive skills, and enhance mental and behavioral health.

Domain 5: School-Wide Practices to Promote Learning
School psychologists understand systems structures, organization, and theory; general and special 
education programming; implementation science; and evidence-based, school-wide practices that promote 
learning, positive behavior, and mental health. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, develop 
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and implement practices and strategies to create and maintain safe, effective, and supportive learning 
environments for students and school staff.

Domain 6: Services to Promote Safe and Supportive Schools
School psychologists understand principles and research related to social–emotional well-being, 
resilience and risk factors in learning, mental and behavioral health, services in schools and 
communities to support multitiered prevention and health promotion, and evidence-based strategies 
for creating safe and supportive schools. School psychologists, in collaboration with others, promote 
preventive and responsive services that enhance learning, mental and behavioral health, and 
psychological and physical safety and implement effective crisis prevention, protection, mitigation, 
response, and recovery.

Domain 7: Family, School, and Community Collaboration
School psychologists understand principles and research related to family systems, strengths, needs, and 
cultures; evidence-based strategies to support positive family influences on children’s learning and mental 
health; and strategies to develop collaboration between families and schools. School psychologists, in 
collaboration with others, design, implement, and evaluate services that respond to culture and context. 
They facilitate family and school partnerships and interactions with community agencies to enhance 
academic and social–behavioral outcomes for children.

Domain 8: Equitable Practices for Diverse Student Populations
School psychologists have knowledge of individual differences, abilities, disabilities, and other diverse 
characteristics and of the impact they have on development and learning. They also understand 
principles and research related to diversity in children, families, schools, and communities, including 
factors related to child development, religion, culture and cultural identity, race, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and expression, socioeconomic status, and other variables. School psychologists 
implement evidence-based strategies to enhance services in both general and special education and 
address potential influences related to diversity. School psychologists demonstrate skills to provide 
professional services that promote effective functioning for individuals, families, and schools with 
diverse characteristics, cultures, and backgrounds through an ecological lens across multiple contexts. 
School psychologists recognize that equitable practices for diverse student populations, respect for 
diversity in development and learning, and advocacy for social justice are foundational to effective 
service delivery. While equality ensures that all children have the same access to general and special 
educational opportunities, equity ensures that each student receives what they need to benefit from 
these opportunities.

Domain 9: Research and Evidence-Based Practice
School psychologists have knowledge of research design, statistics, measurement, and varied data 
collection and analysis techniques sufficient for understanding research, interpreting data, and evaluating 
programs in applied settings. As scientist practitioners, school psychologists evaluate and apply research as 
a foundation for service delivery and, in collaboration with others, use various techniques and technology 
resources for data collection, measurement, and analysis to support effective practices at the individual, 
group, and/or systems levels.

Domain 10: Legal, Ethical, and Professional Practice
School psychologists have knowledge of the history and foundations of school psychology; multiple 
service models and methods; ethical, legal, and professional standards; and other factors related to 
professional identity and effective practice as school psychologists. School psychologists provide services 
consistent with ethical, legal, and professional standards; engage in responsive ethical and professional 
decision making; collaborate with other professionals; and apply professional work characteristics needed 
for effective practice as school psychologists, including effective interpersonal skills, responsibility, 
adaptability, initiative, dependability, technological competence, advocacy skills, respect for human 
diversity, and a commitment to social justice and equity.
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3.3 Practicum Experiences

Applicants for a school psychology credential will have completed supervised practicum experiences1 that include 
the following:

• Completion of practica, for academic credit or otherwise documented by the institution, that are distinct 
from, precede, and prepare candidates for the school psychology internship.

• Structured, specific activities that are consistent with the goals and objectives of the school psychology 
program and foster the development of competence in advocating for understanding of human diversity and 
social justice. Practica experiences are completed in settings relevant to program objectives for development of 
candidates’ competencies (see Credentialing Standard 3.2)

• Program oversight to ensure identification and appropriateness of placements, diverse activities that address 
breadth and scope of the NASP Practice Model, supervision, and collaboration with the placement sites and 
practicum/internship supervisors.

• Performance-based evaluations that are systematic and designed to ensure that candidates demonstrate 
professional work characteristics and attain competencies with clearly articulated methods to identify and 
address concerns regarding candidates’ performance.

3.4 Internship Experiences

Applicants for a school psychology credential will have completed a comprehensive, supervised, and carefully 
evaluated internship consisting of the following:2

• A minimum of 1,200 clock hours for specialist-level interns, including a minimum of 600 hours of the 
internship completed in a school setting.3

• A minimum of one academic year, completed on a full-time basis, or on a half-time basis over two 
consecutive years.

• Completion in settings relevant to program objectives for candidates’ competencies and direct oversight by 
the program to ensure appropriateness of the placement, activities, and field supervision.

• A culminating experience in the program’s course of study that is completed for academic credit or otherwise 
documented by the institution.

• A primary emphasis on providing breadth and quality of experiences, attainment of comprehensive school 
psychology competencies, and integration and application of the full range of domains of school psychology 
graduate education and practice (see Credentialing Standard 3.2)

1 School psychology practica are closely supervised on-campus and/or field-based activities designed to develop and 
evaluate school psychology candidates’ mastery of specific professional skills consistent with program goals. Practicum 
activities may be completed as part of separate courses focusing on distinct skills or as part of a more extensive field 
experience that covers a range of skills. A candidate’s skill and competency development, rather than delivery of 
professional services, is a primary purpose of practica.

2 The school psychology internship is a supervised, culminating, comprehensive field experience that is completed prior 
to the awarding of the degree or other institutional documentation of completion of the specialist- or doctoral-level 
program. The internship ensures that school psychology candidates have the opportunity to integrate and apply 
professional knowledge and skills acquired in program coursework and practica, as well as to acquire enhanced 
competencies consistent with the school psychology program’s goals and objectives.

3 A school setting is one in which the primary goal is the education of students of diverse backgrounds, characteristics, 
abilities, disabilities, and needs. Generally, a school setting includes children and youth who are enrolled in 
prekindergarten through Grade 12 and has both general education and special education services. The school setting 
has available an internal or external pupil services unit that includes at least one state-credentialed school psychologist 
and provides a full range of school psychology services. Other internship settings, if allowed by the program beyond the 
600 hours in a school setting, are consistent with program objectives and may include relevant school psychology 
activities in other educational contexts within, for example, hospitals, juvenile justice institutions, and community 
agencies that provide collaborative services for schools.
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• Completion of activities and attainment of school psychology competencies consistent with the goals and 
objectives of the program, and delivery of professional school psychology services that result in direct, 
measurable, and positive effects on children, families, schools, and/or other consumers.

• Inclusion of both formative and summative performance-based evaluations of interns that are completed by both 
program faculty and field-based supervisors, are systematic and comprehensive, and ensure that interns demonstrate 
professional work characteristics and attain competencies needed for effective practice as school psychologists.

• Provision of field supervision from a school psychologist holding the appropriate state school psychology 
credential for practice in the internship setting (or, if a portion of the internship is conducted in another 
setting, provision of field supervision from a psychologist holding the appropriate state psychology credential 
for practice in the internship setting).

• An average of at least 2 hours of field-based supervision per full-time week or the equivalent for half-time 
placements.

• Preponderance of field-based supervision provided on at least a weekly, individual, face-to-face basis,4 with 
structured mentoring and evaluation that focus on development of the intern’s competencies.

3.5 Documentation of Knowledge and Skills

Documentation is provided showing that the applicant has demonstrated the ability to integrate domains of 
knowledge and apply professional skills in delivering a comprehensive range of services, evidenced by measurable 
positive effects on children, youth, families, and other consumers.

3.6 School Psychologist Examination Requirement

Applicants should achieve a passing score on a national exam specific to school psychology practices. The National 
School Psychology Certification Board has established a passing score on the Educational Testing Service’s (ETS) 
Praxis School Psychology Examination and/or its equivalent that is suitable for state credentialing purposes.

4.0 Criteria for Optional Doctoral Credential in School Psychology

If a state has a separate credential at the doctoral level, then state credentialing requirements should be consistent 
with the NASP standards for doctoral credentialing.

4.1 Length of Study

A doctoral-level credential in school psychology should be based on a minimum of 4 years of full-time study at 
the graduate level or the equivalent—or, if part-time, at least 90 graduate semester hours or the equivalent, with at 
least 78 hours exclusive of credit for the supervised doctoral internship experience and any terminal doctoral 
project (e.g., dissertation)—and institutional documentation of school psychology doctoral-level program 
completion provided to graduates. Criteria for each of the following areas will be consistent with NASP Standards 
for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists.

4.2 Program of Study

The credential should reflect the completion of a broader and more in depth integrated and sequential program of 
study in school psychology5 based upon the Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services 

4 Face-to-face for field-based supervision means being in the physical or electronic presence of the individuals involved 
in the supervisory relationship during either individual or group supervision. Face-to-face supervision may include secure 
video conferencing or real-time communication with both parties in each other’s physical presence. Face-to-face 
supervision does not include mail, email, digital chat, or phone.

5 Greater depth in one or more school psychology competencies should be identified by the program in its philosophy/mission of 
doctoral-level preparation and reflected in the program goals, objectives, and sequential program of study and supervised 
practice. (Doctoral programs typically are characterized by advanced competencies in research, and the program may identify 
additional competencies that address the specific philosophy/mission, goals, and objectives of its doctoral program of study, 
such as greater depth in one or more of the domains described in Credentialing Standard 3.2, a practice specialization, 
supervision or leadership competency, or preparation for specialized roles or settings such as research or graduate instruction.)
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which is explicitly designed to develop knowledge and practice competencies in each of the following domains of 
professional practice (see Credentialing Standard 3.2):

• Data-Based Decision Making
• Consultation and Collaboration
• Academic Interventions and Instructional Supports
• Mental and Behavioral Health Services and Interventions
• School-Wide Practices to Promote Learning
• Services to Promote Safe and Supportive Schools
• Family, School, and Community Collaboration
• Equitable Practices for Diverse Student Populations
• Research and Evidence-Based Practice
• Legal, Ethical, and Professional Practice

4.3 Practicum Experiences

Applicants for a school psychology doctoral credential will have completed supervised practicum experiences that 
include the following:

• Completion of practica, for academic credit or otherwise documented by the institution, that are distinct 
from, precede, and prepare candidates for the school psychology internship.

• Specific, required activities and systematic development and evaluation of skills, consistent with goals of the 
program and in settings relevant to program objectives for development of candidate skills (see NASP 
Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists Program Standard 2).

• Direct oversight by the program to ensure appropriateness of the placement, activities, supervision, and 
collaboration with the placement sites and practicum supervisors.

• Close supervision by program faculty and qualified practicum supervisors and inclusion of appropriate 
performance-based evaluation by program faculty and supervisors to ensure that candidates are developing 
professional work characteristics and designated competencies.

4.4 Internship Experiences

Applicants for a school psychology doctoral credential will have completed a comprehensive, supervised, and 
carefully evaluated internship consisting of the following:

• A minimum of 1,500 clock hours for doctoral-level interns, including a minimum of 600 hours of the 
internship completed in a school setting.6

• A minimum of one academic year for internship, completed on a full-time basis over 1 year or at least a 
half-time basis over 2 consecutive years.

• Completion in settings relevant to the program objectives for candidates’ competencies and direct oversight 
by the program to ensure appropriateness of the placement, activities, and field supervision.

• A culminating experience in the program’s course of study that is completed for academic credit or otherwise 
documented by the institution.

• A primary emphasis on providing breadth and quality of experiences, attainment of comprehensive school 
psychology competencies, and integration and application of the full range of domains of school psychology 

6 Programs may allow up to half of the required 1,500 doctoral internship hours to be used from a prior, appropriately 
supervised specialist-level internship or equivalent experience in school psychology if (a) the program determines that the 
specialist-level internship or equivalent experience meets program objectives and NASP standards for the school 
psychology internship (see Credentialing Standards 3.2 to 3.6), (b) candidates have met program objectives and criteria for 
school psychology specialist-level internship competencies, and (c) any field experiences considered equivalent to a 
formal specialist-level internship in school psychology are clearly articulated and systematically evaluated by the program.
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graduate education and practice (see NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists Program 
Standard 2).

• Completion of activities and attainment of school psychology competencies consistent with the goals and 
objectives of the program, and delivery of professional school psychology services that result in direct, 
measurable, and positive effects on children, families, schools, and/or other consumers.

• Both formative and summative performance-based evaluations of interns that are completed by both program 
faculty and field-based supervisors, are systematic and comprehensive, and ensure that interns demonstrate 
professional work characteristics and attain designated competencies needed for effective school psychology 
practice.

• Provision of field supervision from a school psychologist holding the appropriate state school psychology 
credential for practice in the internship setting (or, if a portion of the internship is conducted in another 
setting, as noted in Credentialing Standard 3.4, provision of field supervision from a psychologist holding the 
appropriate state psychology credential for practice in the internship setting).

• An average of at least 2 hours of field-based supervision per full-time week or the equivalent for part-time 
placements.

• Preponderance of field-based supervision provided on at least a weekly, individual, face-to-face basis, with 
structured mentoring and evaluation that focus on development of the intern’s competencies.

4.5 Demonstration of Knowledge and Skills

Documentation is provided showing that the candidate has demonstrated the ability to integrate domains of 
knowledge and apply professional skills in delivering a comprehensive range of services evidenced by measurable 
positive effects on children, youth, families, and other consumers.

4.6 School Psychologist Examination Requirement

Applicants should achieve a passing score on a national test appropriate for school psychology practices. The 
National School Psychology Certification Board has established a passing score on the Educational Testing 
Service’s (ETS) Praxis School Psychology Examination and/or its equivalent that is suitable for state credentialing 
purposes.

STATE CREDENTIALING PROCEDURES

5.0 Guidelines for Using NASP Standards for Credentialing of School Psychologists

5.1 Eligibility for School Psychology Credentialing

The school psychology state credential should be granted to individuals who meet the requirements described in 
Credentialing Standard 3.0, including completion of a specialist-level school psychology program or completion 
of a nondegree graduate program (see Credentialing Standard 5.4) consistent with NASP Standards for Graduate 
Preparation of School Psychologists, demonstration of professional work characteristics, completion of applied 
professional practice, and demonstrated competency in the domains of school psychology practice.

5.2 Pathways to Credentialing for School Psychologists

a. NASP Approved or Accredited School Psychology Program Completion: Applicants who are graduates of 
school psychology programs that are approved or accredited by the National Association of School 
Psychologists at the specialist or doctoral level will have met preparation requirements outlined in 
Credentialing Standard 3.0 and are eligible for credentialing as school psychologists.

b. Nationally Certified School Psychologist Credential: Applicants who hold a valid credential as Nationally 
Certified School Psychologists (NCSPs) have been judged by the National School Psychology Certification 
Board to have met its graduate preparation and credentialing standards and should be considered eligible for 
state credentialing as school psychologists.
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c. Completion of School Psychology Programs Equivalent to NASP Standards: Applicants who are graduates 
of non-NASP approved or accredited graduate education programs should demonstrate having met the 
knowledge and skills within the NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists. For 
applicants completing respecialization or professional retraining, the state should ensure that its 
requirements for a school psychology credential are consistent with Credentialing Standard 5.4. NASP-
approved or accredited graduate education programs may be consulted to ensure that an applicant’s prior 
courses, field experiences, and professional competencies are equivalent to NASP Graduate Preparation 
Standard 1.6.

d. APA Accredited Doctoral-level School Psychology Program Completion: Applicants who are graduates of 
school psychology programs that at the time of the applicant’s graduation were accredited by the American 
Psychological Association, were approved by the U.S. Department of Education, and had met the internship 
requirement specified in NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists Program Standard 
1.4, are eligible for credentialing as school psychologists.

5.3 Provisional Credentialing in School Psychology

A provisional credential is appropriate for individuals who have substantially completed their graduate 
preparation in school psychology or individuals whose credentials in school psychology are not recognized by the 
state or are not current. School psychology interns can be considered for a provisional credential, provided that 
those interns meet the requirements for internship as referenced in the NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation 
of School Psychologists.

A provisional credential shall be time-limited to 2 years and may not be eligible for renewal. The credential must 
clearly indicate that it is issued on a “temporary” or “provisional” basis within the title, duration of issuance, or 
similar communication to the public. The following persons may be eligible for a provisional credential:

a. Persons currently enrolled in a NASP-approved and/or accredited school psychology graduate program of 
study, having completed all core coursework and practicum experiences as a minimum. Persons employed on 
a provisional credential under these circumstances should adhere to the supervision, competency outcomes, 
evaluation processes, and assessment outcomes of the NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of School 
Psychologists Program Standard 3: Supervised Field Experiences in School Psychology.

b. Persons who are currently enrolled in an approved respecialization or professional retraining plan of study, as 
detailed in Credentialing Standard 5.4 and who have completed all core coursework and practicum experiences as 
a minimum. Persons employed on a provisional credential under these circumstances should adhere to the 
supervision, competency outcomes, evaluation processes, and assessment outcomes of the NASP Graduate 
Preparation Program Standard 3.

c. Persons who are retired, have credentials that have expired within the past 2 years, or are certified in other 
states. Persons employed on a provisional credential under these circumstances should adhere to the 
Credentialing Standard 5.5: Recommendation for Professional Support, Continuing Professional 
Development, Mentoring, and Supervision of School Psychologists.

d. Persons who hold the Nationally Certified School Psychologist (NCSP) credential should be considered as 
possessing an appropriate credential for school psychologists. Persons who hold an NCSP should adhere to the 
Credentialing Standard 5.5.

5.4 Alternative Credentialing in School Psychology

The NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists are the recognized entry level preparation 
criteria for school psychologists. NASP also recognizes that persons who have completed graduate programs in 
related fields/disciplines (e.g., school counseling, special education, social work) or who have degrees in other 
specialty areas of psychology (e.g., clinical, counseling) may at some point in their career decide to seek 
credentialing in school psychology. For these candidates, the school psychology program would support state 
credentialing requirements through a respecialization or professional retraining plan of study and the institution 
would not award a school psychology degree.
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Alternative credentialing refers to a process in which candidates may achieve state credentialing as a school 
psychologist through an individualized program of study that does not result in a degree in school psychology. 
Graduate preparation in school psychology may include two nondegree options: respecialization and professional 
retraining. These options would require approval by the state education agency through a collaborative 
partnership with a NASP-approved or accredited school psychology program.

Respecialization in school psychology refers to candidates who hold a graduate degree in another area of applied 
psychology (e.g., clinical or counseling psychology). Professional retraining refers to candidates who hold graduate 
degrees in related fields (e.g., special education, school counseling, or school social work).

State education agencies are encouraged to form a collaborative partnership with a NASP-approved or accredited 
school psychology graduate preparation program to develop a process for credentialing through respecialization or 
professional retraining. NASP-approved or accredited school psychology preparation programs may also 
independently develop a respecialization or professional retraining plan of study with the approval of SEAs. This 
collaboration may also include the state school psychology professional association and LEAs to provide 
information and feedback regarding school psychology workforce needs.

Use of the terms “school psychology” or “school psychologist” within a job role or title should be limited to those 
who meet the required training and experiences as described in the NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of 
School Psychologists. Any other alternative certificates or licenses that do not align with NASP Standards for 
Credentialing of School Psychologists should not be permitted to use the title of “school psychologist” and should 
not be eligible for credentialing as a school psychologist.

The following are recommended for respecialization and professional retraining candidates:

a. A review of candidates’ transcripts and syllabi, supervised field experiences, professional experiences, and 
professional development should be conducted by the collaborative partnership described above and/or by an 
approved or accredited school psychology graduate preparation program to determine competencies and 
deficiencies as compared with NASP Graduate Preparation Standard 1.6.7 A unique plan of study consistent 
with this content should be determined for each candidate.

b. Candidates must show evidence of a 1,200-hour supervised internship with a minimum of 600 hours specific 
to school psychology in a school setting. Previous relevant, supervised internship experiences may be considered 
as meeting a portion of this requirement. Additional internship experience must be supervised by a school 
psychologist holding the appropriate state school psychology credential for practice in the internship setting.

c. Candidates participating in a respecialization or professional retraining plan of study must also meet all other 
state requirements for credentialing in school psychology (e.g., passage of the required state or national exams, 
background check).

d. Use of a systematic process to ensure that candidates demonstrate the knowledge and skills needed for 
effective school psychology service delivery; demonstrate the ability to integrate competencies across the 
NASP domains of school psychology practice outlined in Credentialing Standard 3.2; and show direct, 
measurable positive effects on children, families, schools, and other consumers.

e. Successful completion of a respecialization or professional retraining plan of study should result in a 
candidate’s endorsement by an approved or accredited school psychology graduate preparation program as 
having successfully met requirements for state certification/licensure in school psychology.

7 Alternative credentialing programs for respecialization and professional retraining should have (a) an individualized plan 
of study and supervised field experiences, based on a candidate’s prior preparation and experiences, that foster the 
development of professional competencies and work characteristics and a professional identity as a school psychologist; 
(b) a 1,200-hour supervised internship with a minimum of 600 hours specific to school psychology in a school setting. 
Previous relevant, supervised internship experiences may be considered as meeting a portion of this requirement.
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5.5 Recommendation for Professional Support, Continuing Professional Development, Mentoring, and 
Supervision of School Psychologists

The following experiences are recommended:

a. Adequate professional support and continuing professional development should be provided to all 
credentialed school psychologists. Professional support and mentoring are provided through an ongoing, 
positive, systematic, collaborative process between the school psychologist and other school psychology 
colleagues. Supervision methods should match the developmental level of the school psychologist.

b. Credentialed school psychologists in their first postgraduate year of employment should participate in mentoring. 
Such induction experiences should be for the purpose of establishing a foundation for lifelong learning and 
professional growth. For initially credentialed school psychologists, participation in professional support and 
mentoring, conducted either directly or indirectly, is recommended for a minimum average of 1 hour per week. 
(See NASP Practice Model Organizational Principle 5: Supervision, Peer Consultation, and Mentoring.)

c. Professional support and mentoring involves guidance, coaching, or counseling provided by a more 
experienced person to a less experienced person. Professional support and mentoring relationships do not 
include a monitoring or evaluative component, and the mentor does not assume any responsibility or liability 
for the work of the mentee.

d. Supervision, when provided, should be provided by a staff person holding a valid school psychologist 
credential for the setting in which they are employed, and have a minimum of 3 years of experience as a 
practicing school psychologist. Education and/or experience in the supervision of school personnel are 
desirable.

5.6 Criteria for Renewal of School Psychologist Credential

Renewal of the state school psychology credential should require evidence of continuing professional development 
for a minimum of 75 clock hours during the previous 3-year period while the credential was in effect.

Renewal of the initial state school psychology credential should also require evidence of having successfully 
completed a minimum of one academic year of professional support and mentorship, as described in 
Credentialing Standard 5.5 above. For professional practice within a school setting, professional support and 
mentoring should be provided by a credentialed school psychologist with a minimum of 3 years of experience.

6.0 Nationally Certified School Psychologist

6.1 Requirements for the Nationally Certified School Psychologist Credential

The Nationally Certified School Psychologist (NCSP) credential is granted by the National School Psychology 
Certification Board to persons who have successfully met Credentialing Standard 3.0.

6.2 Value of the Nationally Certified School Psychologist (NCSP) Credential

The Nationally Certified School Psychologist credential is the most recognized professional credential in the field 
of school psychology. It is a standards-based credential. It is based upon rigorous national peer-reviewed standards 
that include performance-based evaluations of professional competencies and evidence of measurable, positive 
impact on children, families, schools, and other consumers. The NCSP is comparable to other national 
certification programs for educators and allied professionals.

6.3 Importance of the Nationally Certified School Psychologist (NCSP) Credential for States

The NCSP credential is suitable for adoption by state education agencies for credentialing of school psychologists. 
The purpose of the Nationally Certified School Psychologist credential is as follows:

a. To readily identify to consumers the school psychologists who have met rigorous standards for preparation 
per the NASP Standards for Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists (2020).
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b. To promote uniform credentialing standards across states, agencies, and graduate institutions.

c. To facilitate credentialing of school psychologists across states through the use of reciprocity and interstate 
agreements.

d. To ensure a consistent level of graduate preparation and experience among service providers who obtain the 
NCSP.

e. To promote continuing professional development for school psychologists.

6.4 Renewal of the Nationally Certified School Psychologist Credential

Renewal of the NCSP will only be granted to applicants who complete at least 75 contact hours of continuing 
professional development activities within a 3-year period immediately preceding renewal submission.

For initial renewal of the NCSP credential, there should be evidence of having successfully completed a minimum 
of one academic year of professional support from a mentor or supervisor. For professional practice within a school 
setting, supervision or mentoring shall be provided by a credentialed school psychologist with a minimum of 
3 years of experience. For any portion of the experience that is accumulated in a nonschool setting, supervision or 
mentoring shall be provided by a psychologist appropriately credentialed for practice in that setting. Supervision 
and/or mentoring conducted either individually or within a group for a minimum average of 1 hour per week is 
recommended.

7.0 Ethical Misconduct by School Psychologists

State and local education agencies are encouraged to adopt the NASP Principles for Professional Ethics and to 
develop appropriate problem-solving, due process, and disciplinary procedures for addressing potential ethical 
misconduct by school psychologists in addition to their already established procedures for handling employee 
misconduct.
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PURPOSE

The formal principles that elucidate the proper conduct of a professional school psychologist are known as ethics. 
In 1974, NASP adopted its first code of ethics, the Principles for Professional Ethics (Principles), and revisions were 
made in 1984, 1992, 1997, 2000, and 2010. The purpose of the Principles is to protect the public and those who 
receive school psychological services by sensitizing school psychologists to the ethical aspects of their work, 
educating them about appropriate conduct, helping them monitor their own behavior, and providing standards to 
be used in the resolution of complaints of unethical conduct. NASP members and school psychologists who are 
certified by the National School Psychology Certification System (i.e., those who hold the Nationally Certified 
School Psychologist credential, NCSP) are bound to abide by NASP’s code of ethics.

The NASP Principles for Professional Ethics were developed to address the unique circumstances associated with 
providing school psychological services.1 The duty to educate children and youth and the legal authority to do so 
rest with state governments. When school psychologists employed by school boards make decisions in their official 
roles, such acts are seen as actions by state government. As state actors, school-based practitioners have special 
obligations to all students. They must know and respect the rights of students under the U.S. Constitution and 
federal and state statutory law. They must balance the authority of parents to make decisions about their children 
with the needs and rights of those children, and with the purposes and authority of schools. Furthermore, as school 
employees, school psychologists have a legal as well as an ethical obligation to take steps to protect all students from 
reasonably foreseeable risk of harm. Finally, school-based practitioners work in a context that emphasizes 
multidisciplinary problem solving and intervention. For these reasons, psychologists employed by the schools may 
have less control over aspects of service delivery than practitioners in private practice. However, within this 
framework, it is expected that school psychologists will make careful, reasoned, and principled ethical choices based 
on knowledge of this code, recognizing that responsibility for ethical conduct rests with the individual practitioner.

School psychologists are committed to the application of their professional expertise for the purpose of promoting 
improvement in the quality of life for students, families, and school communities. This objective is pursued in ways that 
protect the dignity and rights of those involved. School psychologists consider the interests and rights of children and 
youth to be their highest priority in decision making, and act as advocates for all students. These assumptions necessitate 
that school psychologists speak up for the needs and rights of students even when it may be difficult to do so.

1 The National Association of School Psychologists wishes to acknowledge prior work by the American Psychological 
Association and the Canadian Psychological Association as sources for some of these themes, principles, and 
standards.
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USING THE NASP ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

The Principles for Professional Ethics, like all codes of ethics, provides only limited guidance in making ethical 
choices. Individual judgment is necessary to apply the code to situations that arise in professional practice. Ethical 
dilemmas may be created by situations involving competing ethical principles, conflicts between ethics and law, 
the conflicting interests of multiple parties, the dual roles as employee and pupil advocate, or because it is difficult 
to decide how statements in the ethics code apply to a particular situation. Such situations are often complicated 
and may require a nuanced application of these Principles to affect a resolution that results in the greatest benefit 
for the student and concerned others. When difficult situations arise, school psychologists are advised to use a 
systematic problem-solving process to identify the best course of action. This process should include identifying 
the ethical issues involved, consulting these Principles, consulting colleagues with greater expertise, evaluating the 
rights and welfare of all affected parties, considering alternative solutions and their consequences, and accepting 
responsibility for the decisions made.

The NASP Principles for Professional Ethics may require a more stringent standard of conduct than law, and in those 
situations in which both apply, school psychologists are expected to adhere to the Principles. For example, federal 
special education law generally requires parental notice of their legal rights in the school setting, a signed consent form 
for an evaluation by a school psychologist, and an invitation to parents to participate in meetings when important 
school decisions are being made about their child. In contrast, school psychologists have more comprehensive ethical 
requirements when working with parents. School psychologists are ethically obligated to ensure that parents 
understand their legal rights; understand what it is they are consenting, or refusing to consent, to; and understand the 
implications of that decision. In addition, school psychologists are ethically required to ensure that parents are afforded 
the opportunity to meaningfully participate in important decisions affecting their own child.

When conflicts between ethics and law occur, school psychologists are expected to take steps to resolve conflicts 
in a problem-solving process with others and through positive, respected, and legal channels. If they are not able 
to resolve the conflict in this manner, they may abide by the law, as long as the resulting actions do not violate 
basic human rights. If law or district policy poses a barrier to ethical practice, school psychologists must advocate 
for changes in those laws or policies and practices to better align them with ethical standards.

The Principles for Professional Ethics provides standards for professional conduct. School psychologists, in their 
private lives, are free to pursue their personal interests, except to the degree that those interests compromise trust 
in the profession or professional effectiveness. The boundary between professional and personal behaviors is not 
clear-cut, however, particularly in venues such as social media. Furthermore, school professionals are held to a 
higher standard of good character and conduct than others because they serve as role models for children. For 
these reasons, school psychologists are encouraged to avoid actions that are disrespectful of the dignity of others 
and that could negatively affect their credibility and diminish trust in the profession.

School psychologists practice in a variety of settings, including public and private schools, juvenile justice 
institutions, colleges and universities, mental health clinics, hospitals, and private practice. In addition, school 
psychologists may be employed as practitioners or in a variety of roles, including administration and supervision. 
The principles in this code should be considered by school psychologists in their ethical decision making 
regardless of their role and employment setting. However, this revision of the code, like its precursors, focuses on 
the special challenges associated with providing school psychological services within schools and to students. 
School psychologists who provide services directly to children, parents, and other clients as private practitioners, 
and those who work in health and mental health settings, are encouraged to be knowledgeable of federal and state 
laws regulating mental health providers, and to consult the American Psychological Association’s (2017) Ethical 
Principles of Psychologists and Code of Conduct for guidance on issues not directly addressed in this code.

Four broad ethical themes provide the organizational framework for the 2020 Principles for Professional Ethics. 
Each of the four broad themes are aspirational and identify fundamental principles that underlie the ethical 
practice of school psychology. Each ethical theme subsumes guiding principles that help explain ways in which 
broad ethical principles apply to professional practice. Guiding principles are to be considered in ethical 
decision making. However, because their purpose is to identify ethical considerations associated with practice 
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situations, the guiding principles are aspirational rather than enforceable. The guiding principles are further 
articulated by multiple specific enforceable standards of conduct. As much as feasible, the enforceable standards 
identify actions (or failures to act) that the profession considers ethical or unethical conduct. NASP will seek to 
enforce the ethical standards for specific professional conduct in accordance with NASP’s Ethics and 
Professional Practices Board Procedures. Regardless of role, clientele, or setting, school psychologists should 
reflect on the theme and intent of each ethical principle and standard to determine their application to 
individual situations.

School psychologists are helping professionals. Their decisions, including to act or the failure to act, affect the 
welfare of children and families. In their professional roles, school psychologists have a duty not only to avoid 
ethics code violations but also to take affirmative steps to benefit clients, schools, families, and the community. 
For this reason, school psychologists are encouraged to strive for excellence rather than simply meeting the 
minimum obligations outlined in the Principles for Professional Ethics, and to engage in the lifelong learning that is 
necessary to achieve and maintain expertise in applied professional ethics.

DEFINITION OF TERMS AS USED IN THE PRINCIPLES FOR 
PROFESSIONAL ETHICS

Client: The client is the person or persons with whom the school psychologist establishes a professional relationship 
for the purpose of providing school psychological services. A school psychologist–client professional relationship is 
established by an informed agreement with client(s) about the school psychologist’s ethical and other duties to 
each party. While not clients per se, classrooms, schools, school systems, families, and communities also may be 
recipients of school psychological services and often are parties with an interest in the actions of school 
psychologists.

Child: In law, the term child generally refers to a minor, a person younger than the age of majority. Child is used 
in this document to indicate minor status or the parent–child relationship. The term student refers to a child, 
youth, or adult enrolled in an educational setting.

Informed consent: Informed consent means that the person giving consent has the legal authority to make a consent 
decision and a clear understanding of what it is they are consenting to, and that their consent is freely given and 
may be withdrawn without prejudice.

Assent: The term assent refers to a minor’s affirmative agreement to participate in psychological services or research.

Parent: The term parent may be defined in law or district policy, and can include the birth or adoptive parent, an 
individual acting in the place of a natural or adoptive parent (a grandparent or other relative, stepparent, or 
domestic partner), and/or an individual who is legally responsible for the child’s welfare.

Advocacy: School psychologists have a special obligation to speak up for the rights and welfare of students and 
families, and to provide a voice to clients who cannot or do not wish to speak for themselves. Advocacy also 
occurs when school psychologists use their expertise in psychology and education to promote changes in schools, 
systems, and laws that will benefit schoolchildren, other students, and families. Nothing in this code of ethics, 
however, should be construed as requiring school psychologists to engage in insubordination (defined as the 
willful disregard of an employer’s lawful instructions) or to file a complaint about school district practices with a 
federal or state regulatory agency as part of their advocacy efforts.

School-based versus private practice: For the purposes of this document, school-based practice refers to the provision 
of school psychological services under the authority of a state, regional, or local educational agency. School-based 
practice occurs if the school psychologist is an employee of the schools or is contracted by the schools on a case or 
consultative basis. Private practice occurs when a school psychologist enters into an agreement with a client rather 
than an educational agency to provide school psychological services and when the school psychologist’s fee for 
services is the responsibility of the client or their representative.
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BROAD THEME I. RESPECTING THE DIGNITY AND RIGHTS OF 
ALL PERSONS

School psychologists engage only in professional practices that maintain the dignity of all with whom they work. 
In their words and actions, school psychologists demonstrate respect for the autonomy of persons and their right 
to self-determination, respect for privacy, and a commitment to just, equitable, and fair treatment of all persons.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE I.1 AUTONOMY AND SELF-DETERMINATION

School psychologists respect the right of persons to participate in decisions affecting their own welfare. (See 
informed consent in the Definition of Terms.) They recognize that informed consent is an ongoing process, and they 
reopen discussion of consent when appropriate, such as when there is a significant change in previously agreed upon 
goals and services, or when decisions must be made regarding the sharing of sensitive information with others.

Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required

School psychologists encourage and promote parental participation in school decisions affecting their children. 
However, where school psychologists are members of the school’s educational support staff, not all of their services 
require informed parental consent. It is ethically permissible to provide school-based consultation services 
regarding a child or adolescent to a student assistance team or teacher without informed parental consent as long 
as the resulting interventions are under the authority of the teacher and within the scope of typical classroom 
interventions. Parental consent is not ethically required for a school-based school psychologist to review a student’s 
education records, conduct classroom observations, assist in within-classroom interventions and progress 
monitoring, or participate in educational screenings conducted as part of a regular program of instruction. 
Parental consent is required if the consultation about a particular child or adolescent is likely to be extensive and 
ongoing and/or if school actions may result in a significant intrusion on student or family privacy beyond what 
might be expected in the course of ordinary school activities. Parents must be notified when the school or school 
psychologist intends to administer to students a survey that screens for mental health problems, and those parents 
must be given the opportunity to remove their child or adolescent from participation in such screenings.

Standard I.1.2 Consent to Establish a School Psychologist–Client Relationship

Except for urgent situations or self-referrals by a minor student, school psychologists seek parental consent (or the 
consent of an adult student) prior to establishing a school psychologist–client relationship for the purpose of 
psychological diagnosis, assessment of eligibility for special education or disability accommodations, or to provide 
ongoing individual or group counseling, or other therapeutic intervention outside the classroom. (See informed 
consent in the Definition of Terms.)

I.1.2a It is ethically permissible to provide psychological assistance without parental notice or consent in 
emergency situations or if there is reason to believe a student may pose a danger to others; is at risk for self-harm; 
or is in danger of injury, exploitation, or maltreatment.

I.1.2b When a student who is a minor self-refers for assistance, it is ethically permissible to provide psychological 
assistance without parental notice or consent for one or several meetings to establish the nature and degree of the 
need for services and to ensure that the child is safe and not in danger. It is ethically permissible to provide services 
to mature minors without parental consent where allowed by state law and school district policy. However, if the 
student is not old enough to receive school psychological assistance independent of parental consent, the school 
psychologist obtains parental consent to provide continuing assistance to the student beyond the preliminary 
meetings or refers the student to alternative sources of assistance that do not require parental notice or consent.

Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent

School psychologists ensure that an individual providing consent for school psychological services is fully 
informed about the nature and scope of services offered, assessment/intervention goals and procedures, any 
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foreseeable risks, the cost of services to the parent or student (if any), and the benefits that reasonably can be 
expected. The explanation includes discussion of the limits of confidentiality, who will receive information about 
assessment or intervention outcomes, and the possible consequences of the assessment/intervention services being 
offered. Available alternative services are identified, if appropriate. This explanation of informed consent takes into 
account language and cultural differences, cognitive capabilities, developmental level, age, and other relevant 
factors so that it may be understood by the individual providing consent. School psychologists appropriately 
document written or oral consent. Any service provision by interns, practicum students, or other trainees is 
explained and agreed to in advance, and the identity and responsibilities of the supervising school psychologist are 
explained prior to the provision of services.

Standard I.1.4 Assent

School psychologists encourage a minor student’s voluntary participation in decision making about school 
psychological services as much as feasible. Ordinarily, school psychologists seek the student’s assent to services; 
however, it is ethically permissible to bypass student assent to services if the service is considered to be of direct 
benefit to the student and/or is required by law.

I.1.4a If a student’s assent for services is not solicited, school psychologists nevertheless honor the student’s right 
to be informed about the services provided.

I.1.4b When a student is given a choice regarding whether to accept or refuse services, the school psychologist 
ensures that the student understands what is being offered, honors the student’s stated choice, and guards against 
overwhelming the student with choices that the student does not wish to make or is not able to make.

Standard I.1.5 Right to Refuse or Withdraw Consent

School psychologists respect the wishes of parents who object to school psychological services and attempt to 
guide parents to alternative resources. School psychologists allow parents to withdraw consent at any time without 
negative repercussions.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE I.2 PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY

School psychologists respect the right of persons to choose for themselves whether to disclose their private 
thoughts, feelings, beliefs, and behaviors.

Standard I.2.1 Sensitive Information

School psychologists minimize intrusions on privacy. They do not seek or store private information about clients 
that is not needed in the provision of services. School psychologists recognize that client–school psychologist 
communications intended only for the school psychologist are privileged in most jurisdictions. They do not 
disclose or store in education records any privileged information except as permitted by the mental health 
provider–client privilege laws in their state. School psychologists use a problem-solving model to consider 
carefully whether to share with third parties information that could put the student, family, or others at legal, 
social, or other risk. When school psychologists receive a report from a professional outside the school system that 
includes information that is intrusive of family privacy and not necessary for school decision making, the school 
psychologist considers whether returning the report to the maker with a request for redaction of the problematic 
information is the best course of action.

Standard I.2.2 Boundaries of Confidentiality

School psychologists inform students and other clients of the boundaries of confidentiality at the outset of 
establishing a professional relationship. They seek a shared understanding with clients regarding the types of 
information that will and will not be shared with third parties. However, if a child or adolescent is in immediate 
need of assistance, it is permissible to delay the discussion of confidentiality until the immediate crisis is resolved. 
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School psychologists recognize that it may be necessary to discuss confidentiality at multiple points in a professional 
relationship to ensure the client’s understanding and agreement regarding how sensitive disclosures will be handled.

Standard I.2.3 Consent for Disclosure of Information

School psychologists respect the confidentiality of information obtained during their professional work. 
Information is not revealed to third parties without the agreement of a minor child’s parent, legal guardian, or of 
an adult student, except in those situations in which failure to release information could result in danger to the 
student or others, or where otherwise required by law. Whenever feasible, the student’s assent is obtained prior to 
disclosure of their confidences to third parties, including disclosures to the student’s parents. When seeking 
consultation about a student or other client in a nonprivate forum (e.g., online discussion group), school 
psychologists ensure that the information they disclose is not sufficient to result in discovery of the client’s identity.

Standard I.2.4 Need to Know

School psychologists discuss and/or release confidential information only for professional purposes and only with 
persons who have a legitimate need to know. They do so within the strict boundaries of relevant privacy statutes.

Standard I.2.5 Privacy Related to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and Expression

School psychologists respect the right of privacy of students, parents, and colleagues with regard to sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or transgender status. They do not share information about the sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or transgender status of a student (including minors), parent, or school employee with anyone 
without that individual’s permission.

Standard I.2.6 Privacy of Health Information

School psychologists respect the right of privacy of students, their parents and other family members, and 
colleagues with regard to sensitive health information (e.g., presence of a communicable disease). They do not share 
sensitive health information about a student, parent, or school employee with others without that individual’s 
permission (or the permission of a parent or guardian in the case of a minor). School psychologists consult their 
state laws and department of public health for guidance if they believe a client poses a health risk to others.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE I.3 FAIRNESS, EQUITY, AND JUSTICE

In their words and actions, school psychologists promote fairness and social justice. They use their expertise to 
cultivate school climates that are safe, welcoming, and equitable to all persons regardless of actual or perceived 
characteristics, including race, ethnicity, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, immigration status, 
socioeconomic status, primary language, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disability, 
or any other distinguishing characteristics.

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination

School psychologists do not engage in or condone actions or policies that discriminate against persons, including 
students and their families, other recipients of service, supervisees, and colleagues based on actual or perceived 
characteristics.

Standard I.3.2 Correcting Discriminatory Practices

School psychologists strive to ensure that all children and youth have equal opportunity to participate in and benefit 
from school programs and that all students and families have access to and can benefit from school psychological 
services. They work to correct school practices that are unjustly discriminatory or that deny students or others their 
legal rights. School psychologists take steps to foster a school climate that is supportive, inclusive, safe, accepting, and 
respectful toward all persons, particularly those who have experienced marginalization in educational settings.
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BROAD THEME II. PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY

Beneficence, or responsible caring, means that the school psychologist acts to benefit others. To do this, school 
psychologists must practice within the boundaries of their competence, use scientific knowledge from psychology 
and education to help clients and others make informed choices, and accept responsibility for their work.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE II.1 COMPETENCE

To benefit clients, school psychologists engage only in practices for which they are qualified and competent. To 
maintain competence, they engage in continuing education. They understand that professional skill development 
beyond that of the novice practitioner requires a well-planned program of continuing professional development 
and professional supervision. In addition, within their work setting, they advocate for the resources and support 
necessary to maintain professional effectiveness and personal wellness.

Standard II.1.1 Practice in Area of Competence

School psychologists recognize the strengths and limitations of their graduate preparation and experience, 
engaging only in practices for which they are qualified. They enlist the assistance of other specialists in 
supervisory, consultative, or referral roles as appropriate in providing effective services. When no appropriate 
provider is available, school psychologists explain the limitations of their experience to parents and seek 
consultation, continuing professional development, and supervision as appropriate and necessary to ensure that 
students do not go without assistance.

Standard II.1.2 Personal Problems

School psychologists refrain from any work-related activity in which their personal problems may interfere with 
professional effectiveness. They seek consultation or other assistance when personal problems arise that threaten to 
compromise their professional effectiveness.

Standard II.1.3 Continuing Professional Development

School psychologists engage in continuing professional development. They remain current regarding 
developments in research, continuing professional development, and professional practices that benefit children 
and youth, families, and schools.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE II.2 ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIONS

School psychologists accept responsibility for their professional work, monitor the effectiveness of their services, 
and work to correct ineffective recommendations.

Standard II.2.1 Accuracy of Documents

School psychologists review all of their written documents for accuracy, signing them only when correct. They 
may add an addendum, dated and signed, to a previously submitted document if information is found to be 
inaccurate or incomplete. In multidisciplinary reports or documents, school psychologists are ethically responsible 
only for the accuracy of their own contributions.

Standard II.2.2 Progress Monitoring

School psychologists ensure that the effects of their recommendations and intervention plans are monitored, either 
personally or by others. They revise a recommendation, or modify or terminate an intervention plan, when data 
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indicate that the desired outcomes are not being attained. School psychologists seek the assistance of others in 
supervisory, consultative, or referral roles when progress monitoring indicates that their recommendations and 
interventions are not effective in assisting a client.

Standard II.2.3 Appropriateness of Recommendations

School psychologists accept responsibility for the appropriateness of their professional practices, decisions, and 
recommendations. They correct misunderstandings resulting from their recommendations, advice, or information 
and take affirmative steps to offset any harmful consequences of ineffective or inappropriate recommendations.

Standard II.2.4 Responsibility for Graduate Students’ Work

When supervising graduate students’ field experiences or internships, school psychologists maintain professional 
responsibility for their supervisees’ work.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE II.3 RESPONSIBLE ASSESSMENT AND INTERVENTION 
PRACTICES

School psychologists maintain the highest standard for responsible professional practices in educational and 
psychological assessment and direct and indirect interventions. This guiding principle and its subsumed enforceable 
standards apply to school psychology assessment and intervention practices, including those that use technology 
such as computer-assisted and digital formats for assessment and interpretation, virtual reality assessment and 
intervention, distance assessment and telehealth intervention, or any other assessment or intervention modality.

Standard II.3.1 Considerations Prior to Disability Determination

Prior to the consideration of a disability label or category, the effects of current behavior management and/or 
instructional practices on the student’s school performance are considered.

Standard II.3.2 Assessment Techniques

School psychologists use assessment techniques and practices that the profession considers to be responsible, 
research-based practice.

Standard II.3.3 Instrument Selection

School psychologists select assessment instruments and strategies that are reliable and valid for the examinee and 
the purpose of the assessment. When using standardized measures, school psychologists adhere to the procedures 
for administration of the instrument that are provided by the author or publisher of the instrument. If 
modifications are made in the administration procedures for standardized tests or other instruments, such 
modifications are identified and discussed in the interpretation of the results.

Standard II.3.4 Normative Data

If using norm-referenced measures, school psychologists choose instruments with norms that are representative, 
recent, and appropriate for the person being evaluated. School psychologists ensure that their supervisors are 
informed about the importance of using the most current version of published instruments.

Standard II.3.5 Digital Administration and Scoring

When using digitally administered assessments (e.g., computers, tablets, virtual reality) and/or computer-assisted 
scoring or interpretation programs, school psychologists choose programs that meet professional standards for 
accuracy and validity. School psychologists use professional judgment in evaluating the accuracy of digitally 
assisted assessment findings for the examinee.
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Standard II.3.6 Variety of Sources of Data

A psychological or psychoeducational assessment is based on a variety of different types of information from 
different sources. No single test or measure is used to make broad determinations regarding disability 
identification or services needed.

Standard II.3.7 Comprehensive Assessment

Consistent with education law and sound professional practice, school psychologists ensure that students with 
suspected disabilities are assessed in all areas related to the suspected disability.

Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness

School psychologists conduct valid and fair assessments. They actively pursue knowledge of the student’s 
disabilities and developmental, cultural, linguistic, and experiential background and then select, administer, and 
interpret assessment instruments and procedures in light of those characteristics. School psychologists ensure that 
assessment results are used to enhance learning opportunities for students.

Standard II.3.9 Interpreters

When interpreters are used to facilitate the provision of assessment and intervention services, school psychologists 
request the assignment of interpreters who are qualified and are acceptable to clients.

Standard II.3.10 Recommendations Based on Existing Records

It is permissible for school psychologists to make recommendations based solely on a review of existing records. 
However, they should use a representative sample of records and explain the basis for, and the limitations of, their 
recommendations.

Standard II.3.11 Interpretation of Results

School psychologists adequately interpret findings and present results in clear terms. They ensure that recipients 
understand assessment results so they can make informed choices.

Standard II.3.12 Intervention Selection

School psychologists use intervention, counseling and therapy procedures, consultation techniques, and other 
direct and indirect service methods that the profession considers to be responsible, evidence-based practice. They 
do so by using a problem-solving process to develop interventions that are appropriate to the presenting problems 
and consistent with data collected. Furthermore, preference is given to interventions described in the peer-
reviewed professional research literature and found to be efficacious.

Standard II.3.13 Parental Involvement in Intervention Planning

School psychologists encourage and promote parental participation in designing interventions, including 
discussing with parents the recommendations and plans for assisting their children. When appropriate, this 
involvement includes linking interventions between the school and the home, tailoring parental involvement to 
the skills of the family, taking into account the ethnic/cultural values of the family, and helping parents gain the 
skills needed to help their children. Parents are informed of alternative sources of support available at school and 
in the community.

Standard II.3.14 Student Assent for Assistance

School psychologists discuss with students the recommendations and plans for assisting them. To the maximum 
extent appropriate, students are invited to participate in selecting and planning interventions.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLE II.4 RESPONSIBLE SCHOOL-BASED RECORD KEEPING

School psychologists safeguard the privacy of school psychological records, ensure parents’ access to the records of 
their own child, and ensure the access rights of adult students or otherwise eligible students to their own records.

Standard II.4.1 Notification of Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Records

School psychologists ensure that parents and adult students are notified of their rights regarding creation, 
modification, storage, and disposal of psychological and education records that result from the provision of 
services. Parents and adult students are notified of the electronic storage and transmission of personally 
identifiable school psychological records and the associated risks to privacy.

Standard II.4.2 Comprehensive Records

School psychologists create and/or maintain school-based psychological and education records with sufficient 
detail to be useful in decision making by another professional and with sufficient detail to withstand scrutiny if 
challenged in a due process or other legal procedure.

Standard II.4.3 Content of School Psychological Education Records

School psychologists include only documented information from reliable sources in a student’s education records. 
School psychologists do not store in student education records any private information about students or their 
families that is not needed for the provision of school services. (See Ethics Standard II.4.8 Sole Possession Records.)

Standard II.4.4 Right to Inspect Records

School psychologists ensure that parents have appropriate access to the psychological and education records of 
their children, and that eligible students have access to their own records. Parents have a right to access any and 
all information that is used to make educational decisions about their children; eligible students have a right to 
access any and all information used to make educational decisions about them.

Standard II.4.5 Test Protocols

School psychologists respect the right of parents (and eligible students) to inspect, but not necessarily to copy, 
their child’s (or their own) answers to school psychological test questions, even if those answers are recorded on a 
test protocol. School psychologists understand that the right of parents (and eligible students) to examine their 
child’s (or their own) test answers may supersede the interests of test publishers.

Standard II.4.6 Access to Records by School Personnel

To the extent that school psychological records are under their control, school psychologists ensure that only those 
school personnel who have a legitimate educational interest in a student are given access to that student’s school 
psychological records without prior parental permission or the permission of an adult student. This standard 
applies to access to physical and electronic records.

Standard II.4.7 Electronic Record Keeping

To the extent that school psychological records are under their control, school psychologists protect electronic files 
from unauthorized release or modification (e.g., by using passwords and encryption), and they take reasonable 
steps to ensure that school psychological records are not lost due to equipment failure.

Standard II.4.8 Sole Possession Records

It is ethically permissible for school psychologists to keep notes that are not accessible to others (i.e., sole possession 
records) to use as a memory aid. However, any and all information that is used to make educational decisions about 
a student is part of the student’s education record and must be accessible to parents and adult students.
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Standard II.4.9 Retention of Records

School psychologists, in collaboration with administrators and other school staff, work to establish district 
policies that are consistent with law and sound professional practice regarding the storage and disposal of 
school psychological records. They advocate for school district policies and practices that (a) safeguard the 
security of school psychological records while facilitating appropriate access to those records by parents and 
eligible students, (b) identify timelines for the periodic review and disposal of outdated school 
psychological records that are consistent with law and sound professional practice, (c) seek parental or 
other appropriate permission prior to the destruction or deletion of obsolete school psychological records of 
current students, and (d) ensure that obsolete school psychology records are destroyed or deleted in a 
way that the information cannot be recovered. In addition, school psychologists advocate for a school 
service delivery system in which working (not final) drafts of documents are not stored as student 
education records.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE II.5 RESPONSIBLE USE OF MATERIALS

School psychologists respect the intellectual property rights of those who produce tests, intervention materials, 
scholarly works, and other materials. They do not condone the use of restricted materials by unqualified persons.

Standard II.5.1 Test Security

School psychologists maintain test security, preventing the release of underlying principles and specific 
content that would undermine or invalidate the use of the instrument. School psychologists provide parents 
(and eligible students) with the opportunity to inspect and review their child’s (or their own) test answers. 
When required by law or district policy, school psychologists may ethically provide parents (or eligible 
students) copies of their child’s (or their own) completed test protocol. At the request of a parent (or eligible 
student), it is also ethically permissible to provide copies of test protocols to a professional who is qualified to 
interpret them.

Standard II.5.2 Use of Restricted Materials

School psychologists do not promote nor condone the use of restricted psychological and educational tests or 
other assessment tools or procedures by individuals who are not qualified to use them.

Standard II.5.3 Intellectual Property

School psychologists recognize the effort and expense involved in the development and publication of 
psychological and educational tests, intervention materials, and scholarly works. They respect the intellectual 
property rights and copyright interests of the producers of such materials, whether the materials are published in 
print or digital formats. They do not duplicate copyright-protected test manuals, testing materials, or unused test 
protocols without the permission of the producer.

BROAD THEME III. HONESTY AND INTEGRITY IN PROFESSIONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS

To foster and maintain trust, school psychologists must be faithful to the truth and adhere to their professional 
promises. School psychologists demonstrate integrity in professional relationships.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE III.1 ACCURATE REPRESENTATION

School psychologists are forthright about their qualifications, competencies, and roles.
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Standard III.1.1 Accurate Presentation of Professional Qualifications

School psychologists accurately identify their professional qualifications to others. Competency levels, education, 
graduate preparation, experience, and certification and licensing credentials are accurately presented to clients, other 
recipients of services, potential and current employers, credentialing bodies, and public forums (e.g., on websites).

Standard III.1.2 Correcting Misperceptions

School psychologists correct any misperceptions of their qualifications. School psychologists do not represent 
themselves as specialists in a particular domain without verifiable graduate preparation and supervised experience 
in the specialty.

Standard III.1.3 Affiliation and Experience

School psychologists do not use affiliations with persons, associations, or institutions to imply a level of 
professional competence exceeding that which they have actually achieved. When submitting application to 
credentialing, licensing, or certification boards (e.g., National School Psychology Certification Board), school 
psychologists accurately report their graduate preparation and experience.

Standard III.1.4 Graduate Programs

Graduate program directors are responsible for ensuring that the descriptions of their programs accurately 
represent the nature of accreditation and/or approval by various bodies. If a program has not been awarded NASP 
approval, directors ensure that descriptions of the program do not imply that it meets NASP’s Standards for 
Graduate Preparation of School Psychologists.

Standard III.1.5 Accuracy of Marketing Information

School psychologists ensure that announcements and advertisements of the availability of their publications, 
products, and services for sale are factual and professional.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE III.2 FORTHRIGHT EXPLANATION OF PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES, ROLES, AND PRIORITIES

School psychologists are candid about the nature and scope of their services.

Standard III.2.1 Explanation of Services to Clients

School psychologists explain their professional competencies, roles, assignments, and working relationships to 
recipients of services and others in their work setting in a forthright and understandable manner. School 
psychologists explain all professional services to clients in a clear, understandable manner.

Standard III.2.2 Role Definition in Collaborative Work

School psychologists make reasonable efforts to become integral members of the client service systems (e.g., 
school-based teams) to which they are assigned. They establish clear roles for themselves within those systems 
while respecting the various roles of colleagues in other professions.

Standard III.2.3 Priority of Child Welfare

The school psychologist’s commitment to protecting the rights and welfare of children and youth is 
communicated to the school administration, staff, and others as their highest priority in providing services. 
School psychologists are ethically obligated to speak up for the interests and rights of students and families even 
when it may be difficult to do so.
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Standard III.2.4 Conflicts of Loyalties

School psychologists who provide services to several different groups (e.g., families, teachers, classrooms) may 
encounter situations in which loyalties are conflicted. As much as possible, school psychologists make known their 
priorities and commitments in advance to all parties to prevent misunderstandings. This is particularly important 
when the school psychologist is functioning in a nonclinical role, such as administrator, supervisor, or director.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE III.3 RESPECTING OTHER PROFESSIONALS

To best meet the needs of children, school psychologists cooperate with other professionals in relationships based 
on mutual respect.

Standard III.3.1 Cooperation With Other Professionals

To meet the needs of children and youth and other clients most effectively, school psychologists cooperate with other 
psychologists and professionals from other disciplines in relationships based on mutual respect. They genuinely consider 
input from nonschool professionals regarding student classification, diagnosis, and appropriate school-based 
interventions. They encourage and support the use of all resources to serve the interests of students. If a child or other 
client is receiving similar services from another professional, school psychologists promote the coordination of services.

Standard III.3.2 Referrals to Other Professionals

If a child or other client is referred to another professional for services, school psychologists ensure that all relevant 
and appropriate individuals, including the client, are notified of the change and reasons for the change. When 
referring clients to community-based professionals, school psychologists provide clients with lists of suitable 
practitioners from whom the client may seek services.

Standard III.3.3 Altering Reports

Except when supervising graduate students, school psychologists do not alter reports completed by another 
professional without their permission to do so.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE III.4 INTEGRITY IN RELATIONSHIPS

School psychologists avoid multiple relationships that diminish their professional effectiveness.

Standard III.4.1 Multiple Relationships and Professional Effectiveness

School psychologists refrain from any activity in which multiple relationships with a client or a client’s family 
could reasonably be expected to interfere with professional effectiveness. School psychologists are cautious about 
business and other relationships with clients that could interfere with professional judgment and decision making 
or potentially result in exploitation of a client. When multiple relationships threaten to diminish professional 
effectiveness or would be viewed by the public as inappropriate, school psychologists ask their supervisor for 
reassignment of responsibilities, or they direct the client to alternative services.

Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited Alternative Services

In situations in which multiple relationships are unavoidable, such as when there is a lack of alternative service 
providers, school psychologists take the necessary steps to anticipate and prevent conditions that might 
compromise their objectivity, professionalism, or ability to render services. They establish and maintain clear 
professional boundaries, clarify role expectations, and rectify any misunderstandings that might adversely affect 
the well-being of a client or a client’s family. In all cases, school psychologists prioritize the needs of the client and 
attempt to resolve any conflicts that emerge in a manner that provides the greatest benefit to the client.
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Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation

School psychologists do not exploit clients, supervisees, or graduate students through professional relationships or 
condone these actions by their colleagues. They do not participate in or condone sexual harassment of children, 
parents, other clients, colleagues, employees, trainees, supervisees, or research participants.

Standard III.4.4 Sexual Relationships

School psychologists do not engage in sexual relationships with individuals over whom they have evaluation 
authority, including college students in their classes or program, or any other trainees or supervisees. School 
psychologists do not engage in sexual relationships with their current or former pupil-clients; the parents, siblings, 
or other close family members of current pupil-clients; or current consultees. Because they have an obligation to 
consider the well-being of all family members and to safeguard trust in psychologists, school psychologists are 
cautious about entering into sexual relationships with parents, siblings, or other close family members of the 
former client after the conclusion of the professional relationship.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE III.5 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

School psychologists are forthright in describing any potential conflicts of interest that may interfere with 
professional effectiveness, whether these conflicts are financial or personal belief systems.

Standard III.5.1 Private Versus Professional Conduct

The Principles for Professional Ethics provides standards for professional conduct. School psychologists, in their 
private lives, are free to pursue their personal interests, except to the degree that those interests compromise trust 
in the profession or professional effectiveness.

Standard III.5.2 Separation of Personal Beliefs

School psychologists are aware of their own values, attitudes, and beliefs and how these affect their work with 
clients, families, school administration, staff, and the community. School psychologists’ professional decisions, 
recommendations, and activities are guided by the evidence base and by best practices.

Standard III.5.3 Personal Beliefs and Experiences

School psychologists recognize when their own beliefs, attitudes, or experiences pose a barrier to providing competent 
services to a particular client or family. In such situations, the school psychologist obtains supervision that would allow 
them to provide quality services, if feasible. If not feasible, they ask for reassignment of the case to a different school 
psychologist, or they direct the client to alternative services and facilitate the transition to those services.

Standard III.5.4 NASP Leadership

NASP requires that any action taken by its officers, members of the Board of Directors or Leadership Assembly, or 
other committee or board members be free from the appearance of impropriety and free from any conflict of 
interest. NASP leaders recuse themselves from decisions regarding proposed NASP initiatives if they may gain an 
economic benefit from the proposed venture.

Standard III.5.5 Disclosure of Financial Interests

School psychologists’ financial interests in products (e.g., tests, computer software, professional materials) or 
services can influence their objectivity or the perception of their objectivity regarding those products or services. 
For this reason, school psychologists are obligated to disclose any significant financial interest in the products or 
services they discuss in their presentations or writings, if that interest is not obvious in the authorship/ownership 
citations provided.
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Standard III.5.6 Referrals and Remuneration

School psychologists neither give nor receive any remuneration for referring children and other clients for 
professional services.

Standard III.5.7 Remuneration for Data Sharing

School psychologists do not accept any remuneration in exchange for data from their client database without the 
permission of their employer and a determination of whether the data release ethically requires informed client 
consent.

Standard III.5.8 Practice in Both Public School and Private Settings

School psychologists who provide school-based services and who also engage in the provision of private practice 
services (dual setting practitioners) recognize the potential for conflicts of interest between their two roles and 
take steps to avoid such conflicts. Dual setting practitioners:

III.5.8a are obligated to inform parents or other potential clients of any psychological and educational services 
that are available to them at no cost from the schools prior to offering such services for remuneration;

III.5.8b may not offer or provide private practice services to a student (or their parents or family members) of a 
school or special school program where the practitioner is currently assigned unless these services are not available 
in the school setting;

III.5.8c may not offer or provide an independent evaluation as defined in special education law for a student who 
attends a local or cooperative school district where the practitioner is employed;

III.5.8d do not use tests, materials, equipment, facilities, secretarial assistance, or other services belonging to the 
public sector employer for private practice purposes unless approved in advance by the employer;

III.5.8e conduct all private practice outside of the hours of contracted public employment;

III.5.8f hold appropriate credentials for practice in both the public and private sectors.

BROAD THEME IV. RESPONSIBILITY TO SCHOOLS, FAMILIES, 
COMMUNITIES, THE PROFESSION, AND SOCIETY

School psychologists promote healthy school, family, and community environments. They assume a 
proactive role in identifying social injustices that affect children and youth and schools, and they strive to 
reform systems-level patterns of injustice. School psychologists who participate in public discussion forums, 
both in person and by electronic means, adhere to ethical responsibilities regarding respecting the dignity of 
all persons and maintaining public trust in the profession. School psychologists also maintain the public 
trust by respecting laws and encouraging ethical conduct. School psychologists advance professional 
excellence by mentoring less experienced practitioners and contributing to the school psychology 
knowledge base.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE IV.1 PROMOTING HEALTHY SCHOOL, FAMILY, AND 
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTS

School psychologists use their expertise in psychology and education to promote school, family, and community 
environments that are safe and healthy for children and youth.
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Standard IV.1.1 Effective Participation in Systems

To provide effective services and systems consultation, school psychologists are knowledgeable about the 
organization, philosophy, goals, objectives, culture, and methodologies of the settings in which they provide 
services. In addition, school psychologists develop partnerships and networks with community service providers 
and agencies to provide seamless services to children and youth and families.

Standard IV.1.2 Promoting Systems Change

School psychologists use their professional expertise to promote changes in schools and community service 
systems that will benefit children and youth and other clients. They advocate for school policies and practices that 
are in the best interests of children and respect and protect the legal rights of students and parents.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE IV.2 RESPECT FOR LAW AND THE RELATIONSHIP OF LAW 
AND ETHICS

School psychologists are knowledgeable of and respect laws pertinent to the practice of school psychology. In choosing 
an appropriate course of action, they consider the relationship between law and the Principles for Professional Ethics.

Standard IV.2.1 Understanding Workplace Systems

School psychologists recognize that awareness of the policies, procedures, and legal requirements of their 
particular workplace is essential for effective functioning within those settings.

Standard IV.2.2 Intersection of Law and Ethics

School psychologists respect the law and the civil and legal rights of students and other clients. The Principles for 
Professional Ethics may require a more stringent standard of conduct than law, and in those situations school 
psychologists are expected to adhere to the Principles.

Standard IV.2.3 Conflicts Between Law and Ethical Principles

When conflicts between ethics and law occur, school psychologists take steps to resolve the conflict through 
positive, respected, and legal channels. If they are not able to resolve the conflict in this manner, they may abide 
by the law, as long as the resulting actions do not violate basic human rights.

Standard IV.2.4 Participation in Public Discourse

School psychologists may act as individual citizens to bring about change in a lawful manner. They identify when 
they are speaking as private citizens rather than as employees and when they are speaking as individual 
professionals rather than as representatives of a professional association. They also identify statements that are 
personal beliefs rather than evidence-based professional opinions.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE IV.3 MAINTAINING PUBLIC TRUST BY SELF-MONITORING AND 
PEER MONITORING

School psychologists accept responsibility for monitoring their own conduct and the conduct of other school 
psychologists to ensure that it conforms to ethical standards.

Standard IV.3.1 Application of Principles

School psychologists consult the Principles for Professional Ethics and thoughtfully apply them to situations within 
their employment role and context. In difficult situations, school psychologists use a systematic, problem-solving 
approach to decision making, including consulting experienced school psychologists, state associations, or NASP.
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Standard IV.3.2 Resolution of Concerns With Colleagues

When a school psychologist suspects that another school psychologist has engaged in unethical practices, they 
attempt to resolve the suspected problem through a collegial problem-solving process, if feasible. If a collegial 
problem-solving process is not possible or productive, school psychologists take further action appropriate to the 
situation, including discussing the situation with a supervisor in the employment setting, consulting state 
association ethics committees, and, if necessary, filing a formal ethical violation complaint with state associations, 
state credentialing bodies, or the NASP Ethical and Professional Practices Board in accordance with their 
procedures.

Standard IV.3.3 Cooperation With the Ethics and Professional Practices Board

NASP members and NCSP credential holders cooperate with formal investigations of their conduct by 
NASP’s Ethics and Professional Practices Board (EPPB). Consistent with the ethical guiding principle of 
accepting responsibility for their actions, school psychologists respond to ethical complaints personally (not 
through legal counsel or another third party) during the investigation phase unless the EPPB chair waives 
this requirement. School psychologists comply with the final disposition requirements imposed by the 
EPPB, if any.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE IV.4 CONTRIBUTING TO THE PROFESSION BY MENTORING, 
TEACHING, AND SUPERVISION

As part of their obligation to students, schools, society, and their profession, school psychologists mentor less 
experienced practitioners and graduate students to ensure high-quality services, and they serve as role models for 
sound ethical and professional practices and decision making.

Standard IV.4.1 Graduate Program Directors

School psychologists who serve as directors of graduate education programs provide current and prospective 
graduate students with accurate information regarding program accreditation, goals and objectives, graduate 
program policies and requirements, and likely outcomes and benefits.

Standard IV.4.2 Graduate Student Supervisors

School psychologists who provide direct supervision to practicum students and interns during field experiences are 
responsible for all professional practices of the supervisees. The field-based supervisor ensures that practicum 
students and interns are adequately supervised as outlined in NASP’s Standards for Graduate Preparation of School 
Psychologists. Interns and graduate students are identified as such, and their work is cosigned by the supervising 
school psychologist.

Standard IV.4.3 Supervisor Responsibility

School psychologists who are faculty members at universities, those who supervise field experiences, and those 
who oversee the work of school psychology employees apply these ethical principles in their work with students 
and supervisees. They promote the ethical practice of graduate students and other supervisees by providing 
specific and comprehensive instruction, feedback, and mentoring. In addition, they advocate for optimal working 
conditions and continuing professional development opportunities for their supervisees.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE IV.5 CONTRIBUTING TO THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
KNOWLEDGE BASE

To improve services to children and youth, families, and schools, and to promote the welfare of children, school 
psychologists are encouraged to contribute to the school psychology knowledge base by participating in, assisting 
in, or conducting and disseminating research.
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Standard IV.5.1 Conducting Research

When designing and conducting research in schools, school psychologists choose topics and employ research 
methodology, research participant selection procedures, data-gathering methods, and analysis and reporting 
techniques that are grounded in sound research practice. School psychologists identify their level of graduate 
preparation and graduate degree to potential research participants.

Standard IV.5.2 Protecting the Rights of Research Participants

School psychologists respect the rights, and protect the well-being, of research participants. School psychologists 
obtain appropriate review and approval of proposed research prior to beginning their data collection.

IV.5.2a Prior to initiating research, school psychologists and graduate students affiliated with a university, 
hospital, or other agency subject to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) regulation of 
research first obtain approval for their research from their Institutional Review Board for Research Involving 
Human Subjects (IRB) as well as the school or other agency in which the research will be conducted. Research 
proposals that have not been subject to IRB approval should be reviewed by individuals knowledgeable about 
research methodology and ethics and approved by the school administration or other appropriate authority.

IV.5.2b In planning research, school psychologists are ethically obligated to consider carefully whether the 
informed consent of research participants is needed for their study, recognizing that research involving more than 
minimum risk requires informed consent, and that research with students involving activities that are not part of 
ordinary, typical schooling requires informed consent. Consent and assent protocols provide the information 
necessary for potential research participants to make an informed and voluntary choice about participation. 
School psychologists evaluate the potential risks (including risks of physical or psychological harm, intrusions on 
privacy, breach of confidentiality) and benefits of their research and only conduct studies in which the risks to 
participants are minimized and acceptable.

Standard IV.5.3 Anonymity of Data

School psychologists may only use identifying case information in lectures, presentations, or publications when 
written consent to do so has been obtained from the client. Otherwise, they remove and disguise identifying case 
information when discussing assessment, consultation, or intervention cases.

Standard IV.5.4 Accuracy of Data

School psychologists do not publish or present fabricated or falsified data or results in their publications, 
presentations, and professional reports.

Standard IV.5.5 Replicability of Data

School psychologists make available their data or other information that provided the basis for findings and 
conclusions reported in publications and presentations, if such data are needed to address a legitimate concern or 
need and under the condition that the confidentiality and other rights of research participants are protected.

Standard IV.5.6 Correction of Errors

If errors are discovered after the publication or presentation of research or other information, school psychologists 
make efforts to correct errors by publishing errata, retractions, or corrections.

Standard IV.5.7 Integrity of Publications

School psychologists only publish data or other information that make original contributions to the professional 
literature. They do not report the same study in a second publication without acknowledging previous publication 
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of the same data. They do not duplicate significant portions of their own or others’ previous publications without 
permission of copyright holders.

Standard IV.5.8 Plagiarism

When publishing or presenting research or other work, school psychologists do not plagiarize the works or ideas 
of others. They appropriately cite and reference all sources, print or digital, and assign credit to those whose ideas 
are reflected. In inservice or conference presentations, school psychologists give credit to others whose ideas have 
been used or adapted.

Standard IV.5.9 Acknowledging Contributors

School psychologists accurately reflect the contributions of authors and other individuals who contributed to 
presentations and publications. Authorship credit is given only to individuals who have made a substantial 
professional contribution to the research, publication, or presentation. Authors discuss and resolve issues related to 
publication credit as early as feasible in the research and publication process.

Standard IV.5.10 Review of Manuscripts and Proposals

School psychologists who participate in reviews of manuscripts, proposals, and other materials respect the 
confidentiality and proprietary rights of the authors. They limit their use of the materials to the activities relevant 
to the purposes of the professional review. School psychologists who review professional materials do not 
communicate the identity of the author, quote from the materials, or duplicate or circulate copies of the materials 
without the author’s permission.
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TOPIC INDEX FOR THE ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

Accreditation/approval

Standard III.1.4 Graduate Programs
Standard IV.4.1 Graduate Program Directors

Advertising

Standard III.1.4 Graduate Programs
Standard III.1.5 Accuracy of Marketing Information
Standard III.5.5 Disclosure of Financial Interests

Advocacy

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination
Standard I.3.2 Correcting Discriminatory Practices
Standard II.3.4 Normative Data
Standard III.2.3 Priority of Child Welfare
Standard IV.1.1 Effective Participation in Systems
Standard IV.1.2 Promoting Systems Change
Standard IV.2.4 Participation in Public Discourse

Assent

Standard I.1.4 Assent
Standard I.2.3 Consent for Disclosure of Information
Standard II.3.14 Student Assent for Assistance
Standard IV.5.2 Protecting the Rights of Research Participants

Assessment

Standard II.2.1 Accuracy of Documents
Standard II.3.1 Considerations Prior to Disability 

Determination
Standard II.3.2 Assessment Techniques
Standard II.3.3 Instrument Selection
Standard II.3.4 Normative Data
Standard II.3.5 Digital Administration and Scoring
Standard II.3.6 Variety of Sources of Data
Standard II.3.7 Comprehensive Assessment
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness
Standard II.3.9 Interpreters
Standard II.3.11 Interpretation of Results
Standard II.5.2 Use of Restricted Materials
Standard III.3.3 Altering Reports

Classification

Standard II.3.1 Considerations Prior to Disability 
Determination

Standard II.3.7 Comprehensive Assessment
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness
Standard III.3.1 Cooperation With Other Professionals

Competence

Standard II.1.1 Practice in Area of Competence
Standard II.1.3 Continuing Professional Development
Standard II.5.2 Use of Restricted Materials
Standard III.1.1 Accurate Presentation of Professional 

Qualifications
Standard III.1.2 Correcting Misperceptions
Standard III.1.3 Affiliation and Experience
Standard III.2.1 Explanation of Services to Clients

Confidentiality

Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent
Standard I.2.2 Boundaries of Confidentiality
Standard I.2.3 Consent for Disclosure of Information
Standard I.2.4 Need to Know
Standard II.4.3 Content of School Psychological Education 

Records
Standard II.4.6 Access to Records by School Personnel
Standard II.4.7 Electronic Record Keeping
Standard II.4.9 Retention of Records
Standard IV.5.2 Protecting the Rights of Research 

Participants
Standard IV.5.3 Anonymity of Data
Standard IV.5.4 Accuracy of Data
Standard IV.5.5 Replicability of Data

Conflicts of interest

Standard III.4.1 Multiple Relationships and Professional 
Effectiveness

Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited 
Alternative Services

Standard III.5.1 Private Versus Professional Conduct
Standard III.5.2 Separation of Personal Beliefs
Standard III.5.3 Personal Beliefs and Experiences
Standard III.5.4 NASP Leadership
Standard III.5.5 Disclosure of Financial Interests
Standard III.5.6 Referrals and Remuneration
Standard III.5.7 Remuneration for Data Sharing
Standard III.5.8 Practice in Both Public School and 

Private Settings
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Conflicting loyalties

Standard III.2.4 Conflicts of Loyalties
Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited 

Alternative Services

Consent

Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required
Standard I.1.2 Consent to Establish a School 

Psychologist–Client Relationship
Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent
Standard I.1.5 Right to Refuse or Withdraw Consent
Standard III.5.7 Remuneration for Data Sharing
Standard IV.5.2 Protecting the Rights of Research 

Participants

Consultation

Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required
Standard II.3.12 Intervention Selection

Continuing professional development

Standard II.1.3 Continuing Professional Development

Cooperation/coordination

Standard III.2.2 Role Definition in Collaborative Work
Standard III.3.1 Cooperation With Other Professionals
Standard IV.1.1 Effective Participation in Systems

Counseling

Standard I.1.2 Consent to Establish a School 
Psychologist–Client Relationship

Standard II.3.12 Intervention Selection
Standard III.3.1 Cooperation With Other  

Professionals

Crises

Standard I.1.2 Consent to Establish a School 
Psychologist–Client Relationship

Standard I.2.2 Boundaries of Confidentiality

Cultural and linguistic diversity (CLD)

Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness
Standard II.3.9 Interpreters

Discrimination

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination
Standard I.3.2 Correcting Discriminatory Practices

Diversity

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination
Standard I.3.2 Correcting Discriminatory Practices
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness
Standard II.3.9 Interpreters
Standard II.3.13 Parental Involvement in Intervention Planning

Dual-setting practitioners

Standard III.5.8 Practice in Both Public School and Private 
Settings

Ethical complaints

Standard IV.3.2 Resolution of Concerns With Colleagues
Standard IV.3.3 Cooperation With the Ethics and 

Professional Practices Board

Evidence-based practice

Standard II.1.3 Continuing Professional Development
Standard II.3.2 Assessment Techniques
Standard II.3.12 Intervention Selection
Standard III.5.2 Separation of Personal Beliefs
Standard IV.5.1 Conducting Research

Exploitation

Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation

Fairness

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination
Standard I.3.2 Correcting Discriminatory Practices
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness

FERPA

Standard I.2.1 Sensitive Information
Standard I.2.3 Consent for Disclosure of Information
Standard I.2.4 Need to Know
Standard II.4.2 Comprehensive Records
Standard II.4.3 Content of School Psychological 

Education Records
Standard II.4.4 Right to Inspect Records
Standard II.4.5 Test Protocols
Standard II.4.6 Access to Records by School Personnel
Standard II.4.8 Sole Possession Records
Standard II.4.9 Retention of Records

Graduate students

Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent
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Standard II.2.4 Responsibility for Graduate Students’ 
Work

Standard III.1.1 Accurate Presentation of Professional 
Qualifications

Standard III.1.2 Correcting Misperceptions
Standard III.1.3 Affiliation and Experience
Standard III.1.4 Graduate Programs
Standard III.3.3 Altering Reports
Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation
Standard III.4.4 Sexual Relationships
Standard IV.4.1 Graduate Program Directors
Standard IV.4.2 Graduate Student Supervisors
Standard IV.4.3 Supervisor Responsibility

HIPAA

Standard I.2.6 Privacy of Health Information
Standard II.4.7 Electronic Record Keeping

Informed choices

Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent
Standard II.3.11 Interpretation of Results
Standard III.2.1 Explanation of Services to Clients
Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited 

Alternative Services

Instruments/tests

Standard II.3.3 Instrument Selection
Standard II.3.4 Normative Data
Standard II.3.5 Digital Administration and Scoring
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness
Standard II.4.5 Test Protocols
Standard II.5.1 Test Security
Standard II.5.2 Use of Restricted Materials
Standard II.5.3 Intellectual Property

Interns

Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent
Standard II.2.4 Responsibility for Graduate Students’ Work
Standard III.1.1 Accurate Presentation of Professional 

Qualifications
Standard III.1.2 Correcting Misperceptions
Standard III.1.3 Affiliation and Experience
Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation
Standard III.4.4 Sexual Relationships
Standard IV.4.2 Graduate Student Supervisors
Standard IV.4.3 Supervisor Responsibility

Interpretation of results

Standard II.3.3 Instrument Selection
Standard II.3.5 Digital Administration and Scoring
Standard II.3.6 Variety of Sources of Data
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness
Standard II.3.11 Interpretation of Results

Interpreters

Standard II.3.9 Interpreters

Intervention

Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required
Standard II.2.2 Progress Monitoring
Standard II.3.12 Intervention Selection
Standard II.3.13 Parental Involvement in Intervention 

Planning
Standard II.3.14 Student Assent for Assistance
Standard III.3.1 Cooperation With Other Professionals

Laws versus ethical principles

Standard IV.2.2 Intersection of Law and Ethics
Standard IV.2.3 Conflicts Between Law and Ethical Principles

LGBTQ

Standard I.2.5 Privacy Related to Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity and Expression

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination
Standard I.3.2 Correcting Discriminatory Practices

MTSS

Standard II.3.1 Considerations Prior to Disability Determination

Multiple relationships

Standard III.4.1 Multiple Relationships and Professional 
Effectiveness

Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited 
Alternative Services

Standard III.5.3 Personal Beliefs and Experiences
Standard III.5.8 Practice in Both Public School and 

Private Settings

Multiple roles

Standard III.2.4 Conflicts of Loyalties
Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited 

Alternative Services
Standard III.5.8 Practice in Both Public School and 

Private Settings
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NCSP

Standard III.1.3 Affiliation and Experience

Need to know

Standard I.2.4 Need to Know
Standard II.4.6 Access to Records by School Personnel

Parental involvement

Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required
Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent
Standard I.1.5 Right to Refuse or Withdraw Consent
Standard II.3.11 Interpretation of Results
Standard II.3.13 Parental Involvement in Intervention 

Planning

Parental notification

Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required
Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited 

Alternative Services

Peer monitoring

Standard IV.3.1 Application of Principles
Standard IV.3.2 Resolution of Concerns With Colleagues

Plagiarism

Standard IV.5.8 Plagiarism
Standard IV.5.9 Acknowledging Contributors
Standard IV.5.10 Review of Manuscripts and Proposals

Practicum students

Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent
Standard II.2.4 Responsibility for Graduate Students’ Work
Standard III.1.1 Accurate Presentation of Professional 

Qualifications
Standard III.1.2 Correcting Misperceptions
Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation
Standard III.4.4 Sexual Relationships
Standard IV.4.2 Graduate Student Supervisors
Standard IV.4.3 Supervisor Responsibility

Presentations

Standard III.5.5 Disclosure of Financial Interests
Standard IV.5.3 Anonymity of Data
Standard IV.5.4 Accuracy of Data
Standard IV.5.5 Replicability of Data
Standard IV.5.6 Correction of Errors

Standard IV.5.7 Integrity of Publications
Standard IV.5.8 Plagiarism
Standard IV.5.9 Acknowledging Contributors
Standard IV.5.10 Review of Manuscripts and Proposals

Privacy

Standard I.2.1 Sensitive Information
Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required
Standard I.2.4 Need to Know
Standard I.2.5 Privacy Related to Sexual Orientation and 

Gender Identity and Expression
Standard I.2.6 Privacy of Health Information
Standard II.4.1 Notification of Rights and Responsibilities 

Regarding Records
Standard II.4.3 Content of School Psychological Education 

Records
Standard II.4.6 Access to Records by School Personnel
Standard II.4.8 Sole Possession Records
Standard II.4.9 Retention of Records
Standard IV.5.2 Protecting the Rights of Research 

Participants
Standard IV.5.3 Anonymity of Data
Standard IV.5.4 Accuracy of Data
Standard IV.5.5 Replicability of Data

Privileged communications

Standard I.2.1 Sensitive Information

Problem solving

Standard II.3.1 Considerations Prior to Disability 
Determination

Standard II.3.12 Intervention Selection
Standard III.2.2 Role Definition in Collaborative Work
Standard IV.2.3 Conflicts Between Law and Ethical 

Principles
Standard IV.3.1 Application of Principles
Standard IV.3.2 Resolution of Concerns With Colleagues
Standard IV.3.3 Cooperation With the Ethics and 

Professional Practices Board

Products

Standard III.1.5 Accuracy of Marketing Information
Standard III.5.5 Disclosure of Financial Interests
Standard IV.5.9 Acknowledging Contributors

Professional conduct

Standard II.1.2 Personal Problems
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Standard III.5.1 Private Versus Professional Conduct
Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited 

Alternative Services
Standard III.5.2 Separation of Personal Beliefs
Standard III.5.3 Personal Beliefs and Experiences
Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation
Standard III.4.4 Sexual Relationships
Standard IV.2.2 Intersection of Law and Ethics
Standard IV.2.3 Conflicts between Law and Ethical 

Principles
Standard IV.2.4 Participation in Public Discourse
Standard IV.3.1 Application of Principles

Progress monitoring

Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required
Standard II.2.2 Progress Monitoring

Protocols

Standard II.4.5 Test Protocols
Standard II.4.9 Retention of Records
Standard II.5.1 Test Security
Standard II.5.3 Intellectual Property
Standard III.5.8 Practice in Both Public School and 

Private Settings

Psychological reports

Standard II.2.1 Accuracy of Documents
Standard II.2.2 Progress Monitoring
Standard II.2.3 Appropriateness of Recommendations
Standard II.3.3 Instrument Selection
Standard II.3.5 Digital Administration and Scoring
Standard II.3.6 Variety of Sources of Data
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness
Standard II.3.11 Interpretation of Results
Standard II.4.6 Access to Records by School Personnel
Standard II.4.9 Retention of Records
Standard III.3.3 Altering Reports
Standard IV.4.2 Graduate Student Supervisors

Publications

Standard III.1.5 Accuracy of Marketing Information
Standard III.5.5 Disclosure of Financial Interests
Standard IV.5.1 Conducting Research
Standard IV.5.3 Anonymity of Data
Standard IV.5.4 Accuracy of Data
Standard IV.5.5 Replicability of Data

Standard IV.5.6 Correction of Errors
Standard IV.5.7 Integrity of Publications
Standard IV.5.8 Plagiarism
Standard IV.5.9 Acknowledging Contributors
Standard IV.5.10 Review of Manuscripts and Proposals

Qualifications

Standard II.5.2 Use of Restricted Materials
Standard III.1.1 Accurate Presentation of Professional 

Qualifications
Standard III.1.2 Correcting Misperceptions
Standard III.1.5 Accuracy of Marketing Information
Standard III.2.1 Explanation of Services to Clients

Recommendations

Standard II.2.3 Appropriateness of Recommendations
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness
Standard II.3.10 Recommendations Based on Existing 

Records
Standard II.3.12 Intervention Selection
Standard II.3.13 Parental Involvement in Intervention 

Planning
Standard II.3.14 Student Assent for Assistance
Standard III.5.2 Separation of Personal Beliefs

Reevaluations

Standard II.3.10 Recommendations Based on Existing 
Records

Referrals to outside agencies

Standard I.1.2 Consent to Establish a School Psychologist–
Client Relationship

Standard I.1.5 Right to Refuse or Withdraw Consent
Standard II.1.1 Practice in Area of Competence
Standard II.2.2 Progress Monitoring
Standard II.3.13 Parental Involvement in Intervention 

Planning
Standard III.3.2 Referrals to Other Professionals
Standard III.4.1 Multiple Relationships and Professional 

Effectiveness
Standard III.5.3 Personal Beliefs and Experiences
Standard III.5.6 Referrals and Remuneration
Standard III.5.8 Practice in Both Public School and 

Private Settings

Release of information

Standard I.2.3 Consent for Disclosure of Information
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Research

Standard IV.5.1 Conducting Research
Standard IV.5.2 Protecting the Rights of Research 

Participants
Standard IV.5.3 Anonymity of Data
Standard IV.5.4 Accuracy of Data
Standard IV.5.5 Replicability of Data
Standard IV.5.6 Correction of Errors
Standard IV.5.7 Integrity of Publications
Standard IV.5.8 Plagiarism
Standard IV.5.9 Acknowledging Contributors
Standard IV.5.10 Review of Manuscripts and Proposals

Responsibility

Standard II.2.1 Accuracy of Documents
Standard II.2.3 Appropriateness of Recommendations
Standard II.2.4 Responsibility for Graduate Students’ 

Work
Standard III.1.5 Accuracy of Marketing Information
Standard III.4.2 Multiple Relationships and Limited 

Alternative Services
Standard IV.3.1 Application of Principles
Standard IV.3.2 Resolution of Concerns With  

Colleagues
Standard IV.3.3 Cooperation With the Ethics and 

Professional Practices Board

Right to refuse

Standard I.1.4 Assent
Standard I.1.5 Right to Refuse or Withdraw Consent

School climate

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination
Standard IV.1.1 Effective Participation in Systems

Self-care

Standard II.1.2 Personal Problems
Standard III.5.1 Private Versus Professional Conduct

Sensitive health information

Standard I.2.6 Privacy of Health Information
Standard II.4.3 Content of School Psychological Education 

Records

Sexual harassment

Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation
Standard III.4.4 Sexual Relationships

Sexual relationships

Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation
Standard III.4.4 Sexual Relationships

Social justice

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination
Standard I.3.2 Correcting Discriminatory Practices
Standard II.3.8 Validity and Fairness

Social media

Standard III.5.1 Private Versus Professional Conduct
Standard III.5.2 Separation of Personal Beliefs
Standard III.5.3 Personal Beliefs and Experiences
Standard III.4.3 Harassment and Exploitation
Standard IV.2.4 Participation in Public Discourse

Sole possession/private notes

Standard II.4.8 Sole Possession Records

Student records, General

Standard I.1.1 When Consent Is/Is Not Required
Standard I.2.1 Sensitive Information
Standard II.2.1 Accuracy of Documents
Standard II.3.10 Recommendations Based on Existing 

Records
Standard II.4.1 Notification of Rights and 

Responsibilities Regarding Records
Standard II.4.2 Comprehensive Records
Standard II.4.8 Sole Possession Records
Standard III.3.3 Altering Reports

Student records, Access to

Standard II.4.4 Right to Inspect Records
Standard II.4.5 Test Protocols
Standard II.4.6 Access to Records by School 

Personnel
Standard II.5.1 Test Security

Student records, Disposal/destruction of

Standard II.4.9 Retention of Records

Student records, Storage of

Standard II.4.3 Content of School Psychological Education 
Records

Standard II.4.7 Electronic Record Keeping
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Supervision

Standard I.1.3 Seeking Informed Consent
Standard II.1.1 Practice in Area of Competence
Standard II.2.2 Progress Monitoring
Standard II.2.4 Responsibility for Graduate Students’ Work
Standard III.1.1 Accurate Presentation of Professional 

Qualifications
Standard III.1.2 Correcting Misperceptions
Standard III.3.3 Altering Reports
Standard III.5.3 Personal Beliefs and Experiences
Standard III.4.4 Sexual Relationships
Standard IV.4.2 Graduate Student Supervisors
Standard IV.4.3 Supervisor Responsibility

Systems-level reform

Standard I.3.1 Discrimination
Standard I.3.2 Correcting Discriminatory Practices
Standard IV.1.1 Effective Participation in Systems

Standard IV.1.2 Promoting Systems Change
Standard IV.2.1 Understanding Workplace Systems

Technology

Standard II.2.1 Accuracy of Documents
Standard II.3.2 Assessment Techniques
Standard II.3.5 Digital Administration and Scoring
Standard II.4.1 Notification of Rights and Responsibilities 

Regarding Records
Standard II.4.7 Electronic Record Keeping
Standard II.4.9 Retention of Records
Standard III.5.1 Private Versus Professional Conduct
Standard IV.2.4 Participation in Public Discourse

Test security

Standard II.4.5 Test Protocols
Standard II.5.1 Test Security
Standard II.5.3 Intellectual Property
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PLMHP Course Requirements Matched to UNO School Psychology Course Requirements 
February 2, 2021 

Applica?on Sec?on F: Mental Health Prac?ce Coursework 

Prac?cum or Internship (must be part of degree) 

EdS Level Prac5cum in School Psychology  PSYC 9970 (6 credits) 
• Required for EdS degree (taken aJer master’s degree granted) 
• 400 hours 
• 1 hour weekly supervision 
• Supervision provided by state creden5aled school psychologist (typically not LMHP or LP) 

Internship in School Psychology  PSYC 9980 (6 credits) 
• Required for EdS degree (taken aJer master’s degree granted) 
• 1200 hours 
• 2 hours weekly supervision 
• Supervision provided by state creden5aled school psychologist (typically not LMHP or LP) 

Coursework Areas Required by Nebraska 

1. Theories and Techniques of Human Behavior Interven?on (6 semester hours) 

Behavior Analysis and Interven5on  PSYC 8576 (3 credits) 
• Previously approved in this category by DHHS 
• Focus on behavioral assessment and interven5on 

Psychotherapeu5c Interven5ons  PSYC 8550 (3 credits) 
• Interven5ons for mental health disorders 

2. Professional Ethics and Orienta?on (3 semester hours) 

Professional, Legal, and Ethical Founda5ons of School Psychology  PSYC 8500 (3 credits) 
• Por5on of semester devoted to ethics and law (not en5re class) 
• All topics listed on applica5on except family law are covered 
• Extensive coverage of ethics problem solving process 

3. Assessment Techniques Required for Mental Health Prac?ce (3 semester hours) 

Psychology of Excep5onal Children  PSYC 8590 (3 credits) 
• Knowledge of psychopathology, diagnosis 
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Behavior Analysis and Interven5on  PSYC 8576 (3 credits) 
• Behavioral, social, emo5onal assessment techniques 

Founda5ons of Assessment   PSYC 8520 (3 credits) 
• Psychometric proper5es of assessment 
• Types of assessment 

Early Childhood Assessment  PSYC 8530 (3 credits) 
• Addresses social-emo5onal assessment in early childhood 

4. Human Growth and Development (3 semester hours) 

Proseminar: Developmental Psychology  PSYC 9560  (3 credits) 
• Previously approved in this category by DHHS 

5. Research and Evalua?on (3 semester hours) 

Small n Research Design  PSYC 9100 (3 credits) 
• Previously approved in this category by DHHS 

Applied Sta5s5cs  PSYC 9130 (3 credits) 

Seminar in Program Evalua5on  PSYC 9320  (3 credits) 

--------------------------- 

School Psychology at UNO Program of Study 

FIRST YEAR 
Fall  
PSYC 8000:  The Profession of Psychology (no credit) 
PSYC 8500:  Professional, Legal, and Ethical Founda5ons of School Psychology (3 credits) 
PSYC 8520:  Founda5ons of Assessment  (3) 
PSYC 9040/MMI 904:  Proseminar: Learning (3) 
Spring 
PSYC 8540:  School Age Assessment (3) 
PSYC 8590:  Psychology of Excep5onal Children (3) 
PSYC 9130/MMI 913:   Applied Sta5s5cs (3) 
PSYC 9100:  Small N Research Designs; Ed.S. level course (3) 
Summer 
Mul5cultural Course (3) (list of course op5ons available from program director) 
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SECOND YEAR 
Fall  
PSYC 8530:  Early Childhood Assessment (3) 
PSYC 8576:  Behavior Analysis and Interven5on (3)                                                                                           
PSYC 8970:  Master’s Level Prac5cum in School Psychology (1) 
PSYC 9560: Proseminar: Developmental Psychology (3) 
Spring 
PSYC 8550:  Psychotherapeu5c Interven5ons; Ed.S. level course (3) 
PSYC 8970:  Master’s Level Prac5cum in School Psychology (2) 
PSYC 9230:  Proseminar: Behavioral Neuroscience (3) 
PSYC 9780:  Advanced Educa5onal and Psychological Consulta5on; Ed.S. level course (3)  
Summer 
Graduate course in Educa5on; must be approved by School Psychology Program Commibee (3) 
(May also be taken during the summer between the first and second year) 

Master’s Degree Granted at end of 2nd year 

THIRD YEAR 
Fall  
PSYC 9320:  Seminar in Program Evalua5on (3) 
PSYC 9970:  Ed.S. Level Prac5cum in School Psychology (3) 
PSYC 9940:  School Psychology Applied Research Project (3)      
Spring 
PSYC 9970:  Ed.S. Level Prac5cum in School Psychology (3) 
COUN 8280: Crisis Interven5on Strategies and Techniques (3) 
PSYC 8250:  Family Analysis and Treatment (3) 

FOURTH YEAR 
Fall 
PSYC 9980:  Internship in School Psychology (3) 
Spring 
PSYC 9980:  Internship in School Psychology (3) 

EdS granted at end of 4th year, following conclusion of internship (summer gradua?on) 

----------------------------------- 
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School Psychology Program Training Objec?ves 

The UNO School Psychology Program adheres to the 10 domains of training and prac5ce set 
forth by the Na5onal Associa5on of School Psychologists (NASP, 2020).   Therefore, the 10 NASP 
standards of training and prac5ce have been adopted as the program’s core training objec5ves, 
with an addi5onal objec5ve added that focuses on professional work characteris5cs.  While 
these standards are shared by all NASP-approved graduate training programs, our program has 
several unique features that enhance students’ ability to meet these objec5ves.  First, our 
program emphasizes community-based field experiences to meet the training objec5ves.  We 
have numerous 5es to the greater Omaha metropolitan community and use those 5es to 
enhance students’ experiences with coursework, research, fieldwork, and other applied 
experiences.  Second, the community exposes our students to children and families with a great 
deal of diverse characteris5cs—race, ethnicity, SES, gender, religious, sexual orienta5on, 
disability, etc.  Finally, our program’s sequen5al coursework gradually moves students from 
closely supervised experiences to more independent prac5cum work over the course of the 
training program.  

Our training objec5ves are integrated into every aspect of our training program.  Each course 
delineates the specific objec5ves that are met by the course, recognizing that topics and field 
experiences embedded into each course oJen address mul5ple objec5ves.  As such, the 
interrelated nature of the training objec5ves is clearly understood and ar5culated by program 
faculty in student supervision and coursework.  

Objec?ve 1: Data based decision making  
Students understand and u5lize assessment methods for iden5fying strengths and needs; for 
developing effec5ve interven5ons, services, and programs; and for measuring progress and 
outcomes within a mul55ered system of supports. School psychologists use a problem-solving 
framework as the basis for all professional ac5vi5es. School psychologists systema5cally collect 
data from mul5ple sources as a founda5on for decision making at the individual, group, and 
systems levels, and consider ecological factors (e.g., classroom,  
family, and community characteris5cs) as a context for assessment and interven5on.  

Objec?ve 2: Consulta?on and Collabora?on 
Students understand varied models and strategies of consulta5on and collabora5on applicable 
to individuals, families, groups, and systems, as well as methods to promote effec5ve 
implementa5on of services. As part of a systema5c and comprehensive process of effec5ve 
decision making and problem solving that permeates all aspects of service delivery, school 
psychologists demonstrate skills to consult, collaborate, and communicate effec5vely with 
others.  

Objec?ve 3: Academic Interven?ons and Instruc?onal Supports 
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Students understand the biological, cultural, and social influences on academic skills; human 
learning, cogni5ve, and developmental processes; and evidence-based curricula and 
instruc5onal strategies. School psychologists, in collabora5on with others, use assessment and 
data collec5on methods to implement and evaluate services that support academic skill 
development in children.  

Objec?ve 4: Mental and Behavioral Health Services and Interven?ons 
Students understand the biological, cultural, developmental, and social influences on mental 
and behavioral health, behavioral and emo5onal impacts on learning, and evidence-based 
strategies to promote social– emo5onal func5oning. Students, in collabora5on with others, 
design, implement, and evaluate services that promote resilience and posi5ve behavior, support 
socializa5on and adap5ve skills, and enhance mental and behavioral health.  

Objec?ve 5: School-Wide Prac?ces to Promote Learning 
Students understand systems structures, organiza5on, and theory; general and special 
educa5on programming; implementa5on science; and evidence-based school-wide prac5ces 
that promote learning, posi5ve behavior, and mental health. Students, in collabora5on with 
others, develop and implement prac5ces and strategies to create and maintain safe, effec5ve, 
and suppor5ve learning environments for students and school staff.  

Objec?ve 6: Services to Promote Safe and Suppor?ve Schools 
Students understand principles and research related to social–emo5onal well-being, resilience, 
and risk factors in learning, mental and behavioral health, services in schools and communi5es 
to support mul55ered preven5on and health promo5on, and evidence-based strategies for 
crea5ng safe and suppor5ve schools. Students, in collabora5on with others, promote preven5ve 
and responsive services that enhance learning, mental and behavioral health, and psychological 
and physical safety and implement effec5ve crisis preven5on, protec5on, mi5ga5on, response, 
and recovery.  

Objec?ve 7: Family, School, and Community Collabora?on 
Students understand principles and research related to family systems, strengths, needs, and 
cultures; evidence-based strategies to support posi5ve family influences on children’s learning 
and mental health; and strategies to develop collabora5on between families and schools. 
Students, in collabora5on with others, design, implement, and evaluate services that respond to 
culture and context. They facilitate family and school partnerships and interac5ons with 
community agencies to enhance academic and social–behavioral outcomes for children.  

Objec?ve 8: Equitable Prac?ces for Diverse Student Popula?ons 
Students have knowledge of, and inherent respect for, individual differences, abili5es, 
disabili5es, and other diverse characteris5cs and the effects they have on development and 
learning. They also understand principles and research related to diversity in children, families, 
schools, and communi5es, including factors related to child development, religion, culture and 
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cultural iden5ty, race, sexual orienta5on, gender iden5ty and expression, socioeconomic status, 
and other variables. Students implement evidence-based strategies to enhance services in both 
general and special educa5on and to address poten5al influences related to diversity. Students 
demonstrate skills to provide professional services that promote effec5ve func5oning for 
individuals, families, and schools with diverse characteris5cs, cultures, and backgrounds 
through an ecological lens across mul5ple contexts. Students recognize that equitable prac5ces 
for diverse student popula5ons, respect for diversity in development and learning, and 
advocacy for social jus5ce are founda5onal to effec5ve service delivery. While equality ensures 
that all children have the same access to general and special educa5onal opportuni5es, equity 
ensures that each student receives what they need to benefit from these opportuni5es.  

Objec?ve 9: Research and Evidence-Based Prac?ce 
Students have knowledge of research design, sta5s5cs, measurement, and varied data 
collec5on and analysis techniques sufficient for understanding research, interpre5ng data, and 
evalua5ng programs in applied senngs. As scien5st prac55oners, students evaluate and apply 
research as a founda5on for service delivery and, in collabora5on with others, use various 
techniques and technology resources for data collec5on, measurement, and analysis to support 
effec5ve prac5ces at the individual, group, and/or systems levels.  

Objec?ve 10: Legal, Ethical, and Professional Prac?ce 
Students have knowledge of the history and founda5ons of school psychology; mul5ple service 
models and methods; ethical, legal, and professional standards; and other factors related to 
professional iden5ty and effec5ve prac5ce as school psychologists. Students provide services 
consistent with ethical, legal, and professional standards; engage in responsive ethical and 
professional decision-making; collaborate with other professionals; and apply professional work 
characteris5cs needed for effec5ve prac5ce as school psychologists, including effec5ve 
interpersonal skills, responsibility, adaptability, ini5a5ve, dependability, technological 
competence, advocacy skills, respect for human diversity, and a commitment to social jus5ce 
and equity.  

Objec?ve 11: Professional Work Characteris?cs 
Students develop good rapport with students, teachers, staff members, parents, and site 
supervisors.  They engage in professional behaviors that enable them to develop posi5ve 
rela5onships (e.g., enthusiasm, dependability, coopera5on) and they are reflec5ve prac55oners 
who use feedback to improve performance.  They par5cipate in the program’s student 
organiza5on and abend and contribute to local, state, and na5onal conferences. 

The UNO School Psychology Program is fully approved by the Na5onal Associa5on of School 
Psychologists. 
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92 NAC 24 - School Psychologist: https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/CLEANRule24_Guidelines2020.pdf 

School Psychologist 
Endorsement Guidelines 

To Accompany Rule 24 
(Adopted by the State Board of Education on 05/07/12)

006.49 School Psychologist
006.49A Grade Levels: PK-12
006.49B Endorsement Type: Field

006.49C Persons with this teaching endorsement may provide school 
psychological services to students (birth to age 21), school personnel, 
parents and other specialists related to individual student needs or 
school program considerations.

006.49D Certification Endorsement Requirements: This endorsement 
requires at least 60 graduate semester hours beyond the 
baccalaureate degree, in which at least 54 are exclusive of credit for 
the supervised internship.

006.49D1 A minimum of 1,200 clock hours of internship experience, 
supervised by a standard institution of higher education, 600 of which 
must be in a school setting. Applicants who have completed 600 hours 
of supervised experience in school settings prior to the internship as 
part of their doctoral training program in school psychology may 
complete all 1,200 hours of their supervised internship in a setting that 
provides psychological services to children, birth to age 21.

006.49E Endorsement Program Requirements: Standard institutions 
of higher education offering this endorsement must have on file, within 
the institution, a plan which identifies the courses and the course 
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completion requirements which the institution utilizes to grant credit 
toward completion of this endorsement.

006.49F Effective September 1, 2015, an applicant will be required to 
submit a passing score as set forth in Appendix C for the applicable 
content test for the first-time placement of this endorsement on a 
Nebraska certificate or permit.
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NCSP Eligibility 

Qualified applicants for the NCSP credential must meet the established 
standards of the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) along 
with the following criteria:


Coursework 
Applicants must complete an organized program of study that is officially titled 
"School Psychology" that consists of at least 60 graduate semester/90 quarter 
hours. At least 54 graduate semester/81 quarter hours must be exclusive of 
credit for the supervised internship experience. Applicants for the NCSP must 
provide evidence of meeting coursework requirements through official 
transcripts sent directly to NASP either in a sealed envelope or electronically 
from the institution.


Practica 
Completion of a sequence of supervised experiences that occurred prior to and 
exclusive of the internship is required. These experiences are typically 
conducted in laboratory or field-based settings and provide for the application 
of knowledge and specific skills.


Internship 
Successful completion of a 1,200-hour internship in school psychology, of which 
at least 600 hours must be in a school setting. The internship must be 
recognized through institutional (transcript) documentation. Individuals who 
complete a program that does not offer a 1,200-hour internship may complete a 
field-based internship. For more information see the the NCSP Internship 
Verification Form (PDF).

*Note: As a result of the Coronavirus (COVID19) pandemic and subsequent 
school closures, NASP and the National School Psychology Certification Board 
modified the internship requirements to obtain the NCSP credential for those on 
internship during Spring 2020. Those modifications can be documented using 
the Alternate Internship Verification Form.


Praxis Exam 
The Praxis School Psychologist exam #5402 measures whether entry-level 
school psychologists have minimum acceptable competency (knowledge) for 
professional practice. The Praxis School Psychologist exam is required by 
numerous state education agencies to work as a school psychologist.
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NCSP applicants must achieve a passing score of 147. Test scores remain valid 
for 10 years after the test. Test scores older than 10 years are considered 
expired and would require the retaking of the test. Applicants who took the 
exam between 2008 and 2014 must have achieved a passing score of 165 or 
higher. Those who took the test prior to its revision in September 2008 must 
have achieved a passing score of 660 or higher. Official score reports must be 
sent directly from ETS to NASP when applying for the NCSP.


Application Window for Graduates of NASP-
Approved Programs 
Effective January 1, 2016, individuals applying for the NCSP credential as a 
graduate of a NASP-approved program must submit their applications within 10 
years of completing the program. Applicants who completed a program more 
than 10 years ago, regardless of the status of their programs at the time, must 
apply as graduates of a program without NASP approval. 


Applying for the NCSP With a Degree in a 
Closely Related Field 
Individuals with a graduate degree in a closely related field (e.g., clinical 
psychology, counseling psychology, special education, school counseling) may 
be eligible for the NCSP, provided they complete a degree program specifically 
in school psychology. Please note that graduate programs handle applications 
from those with prior graduate degrees in different ways - for example, some 
programs limit how many credits from previous degrees can be transferred, or 
the process for reviewing previous coursework and waiving courses in the new 
program. Regardless, all programs maintain responsibility for ensuring that all 
program graduates, regardless of previous coursework, have met the same 
national standards for school psychology preparation. Please check with the 
graduate program to inquire about its options.


44



Information 
Provisional Mental Health Practitioner and Provisional Master Social Worker

PLMHP:  You will need a license as a provisional mental health practitioner in order to earn 3,000 hours of supervised post-masters 
experience in mental health practice in Nebraska (to obtain a full license as a MHP or LIMHP) and to provide treatment, assessment, 
psychotherapy, counseling, or equivalent activities to individuals, couples, families, or groups for behavioral, cognitive, social, mental, 
or emotional disorders, including interpersonal or personal situations.   
To obtain the PLMHP, you must: 
1. Have a masters/doctorate degree of which the course work and training leading to the degree was primarily therapeutic

mental health in content and included a practicum/internship (defined in regulations, section 002). A practicum/internship completed 
after September 1, 1995 must include a minimum of 300 clock hours of direct client contact under supervision. 

2. Be at least 19 years old and of good character.

LMHP:  If you will be seeking licensure as a LMHP, the following applies.  You are NOT required to register your PLMHP supervisor 
with our office, but you must meet the following to obtain the LMHP:  
1. Be supervised by a Nebraska licensed mental health practitioner or independent mental health practitioner or psychologist or

qualified physician when providing mental health services 
AND, 

2. You must obtain at least 3,000 hours of MHP experience that includes a minimum of 1,500 direct (face-to-face) client contact hours
AND, 

3. You must meet face-to-face with your supervisor for at least 1 hour per week.

LIMHP:  If you will be seeking licensure as a LIMHP, refer to section 38-2124 of the statutes for the hours and 
supervision requirements at:  https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Documents/Mental%20Health%20Practice.pdf 

PCMSW:  If you WISH to call yourself a social worker (masters/doctorate), a certification as a provisional master social worker is 
required in order to obtain 3,000 hours of social work experience (to obtain a full certificate as a MSW).  You must be supervised by a 
Nebraska CMSW.  
To obtain the PCMSW, you must: 
1. Have a masters or doctorate degree from an approved social work program.
2. Be at least 19 years old and of good character.

CMFT, CPC, CMSW:  Certification as a marriage and family therapist, or professional counselor or social worker is required if you 
WISH to call yourself a certified marriage and family therapist, certified professional counselor or social worker. 

For more information, visit our website at: https://dhhs.ne.gov/Licensure/Pages/Mental-Health-and-Social-Work-Practice.aspx 

LICENSE FEE WAIVER:  Starting January 1, 2020, if you meet one of the following waiver options, your initial license is 
waived: 

1. Young Worker:   You are between the ages of 19 and 25 (under the age of 26).

2. Low-Income Individual:  You are enrolled in a state or federal public assistance program such as the medical assistance
program established pursuant to the Medical Assistance Act, the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),
or the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, OR your household adjusted gross income is below
130% of the federal income poverty guideline.
• If you live in Nebraska and are enrolled in a state or federal public assistance program, no further documentation is required

to be submitted.
• If you live in a state other than Nebraska and are enrolled in a state or federal public assistance program, submit a copy of

a document showing current enrollment.
• If your household adjusted gross income is at 130% of the Federal Income Poverty Guideline or below, click this link to

see the current income guidelines https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/documents/LowIncomeFeeWaiverTable.pdf.  To be
eligible for this waiver, you must submit a copy of your most recent tax return.

3. Military Family:  You are an active duty service member in the armed services of the United States, a military spouse, honorably 
discharged veteran of the armed services of the United States, spouse of such honorably discharged veteran, and un-remarried
surviving spouses of deceased service members of the armed services of the United States.  To be eligible for this waiver, you
must submit a copy of your ID card, discharge paperwork, or similar document that shows you are a military family member as
described above.

MILITARY:  To view licensing services available to members of the military and their spouses, visit our website at 
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Professions-and-Occupations.aspx  

______________________________________________________________________________________PLMHP/PCMSW Information 
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Checklist of Required Information:  Use the following checklist to help organize your application.

NON-ENGLISH DOCUMENTS:  Documents written in a language other than English must include a complete English translation.  The 
translation must be an original document with the translator’s notarized signature.  You cannot translate your own documents. 

1.  US Citizenship/Lawful Presence (and must be at least 19 years old):

U.S. Citizen, a PHOTOCOPY of one of the following:  
  Birth Certificate (Hospital issued keepsake birth certificates cannot be accepted). 
  U.S. Passport (unexpired or expired). 
  Certificate of Naturalization. 
  Other documents that show U.S. Citizenship. 

A Driver’s License is NOT acceptable. 
NOT a U.S. Citizen, a PHOTOCOPY of one of the following: 
  Green Card, otherwise known as a Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551), both front and back of the card; 
  Form I-94 (Arrival-Departure Record) AND an unexpired foreign passport with a valid unexpired US visa; or 
  Employment Authorization Card AND 

 An approved deferred action status (DACA); 
 A pending application for asylum in the United States; 
 A pending or approved application for temporary protected status in the United States; or 
 A pending application for adjustment of status to that of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
     Residence in the United States or conditional permanent resident status in the United States. 

NOTE:  Documents (other than those for U.S. Citizenship) are verified by our office through the Department of Homeland Security. 
This process may take up to 30 days. 

2.   Fee:  $125 (unless you qualify for a fee waiver).   Pay by check or money order (payment is processed upon receipt).  We
are unable to accept electronic payments.  Fee payable to: Licensure Unit.

3.   Education:
 Transcript:  An official transcript verifying receipt of your masters or doctorate degree, which the degree focus is 
primarily therapeutic mental health. This transcript may be submitted with your application in a sealed envelope, directly by your 
school/college via paper, or by an electronic transcript service to dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov   

  Coursework:  If you received a master’s/doctoral degree from a program other than those listed below, you must
submit a syllabus for each course listed on the application and it must be from the time you completed course.   

• Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE)
• Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP)
• Council on Social work Education (CSWE)
• Council on Rehabilitation Education (CORE)
• The American Psychological Association (APA) for a doctoral degree program enrolled in by a person who has a masters

degree or its equivalent in psychology
If you do not know whether your program was accredited, go to the applicable accreditation web site before completing 
your application. 

  Practicum/Internship:  You must submit the affidavit of practicum/internship (found on page 5).  This practicum or 
internship must have been completed as part of your degree program (not as work experience after your degree was 
issued. 

Information Relating to Military Education, Training, or Service:  If you have completed education, training, or service 
that you believe is substantially similar to the education required for this credential while you were a member of the military, you may 
submit such evidence with your application for review. 

mailto:dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov


______________________________________________________________________________________PLMHP/PCMSW Information 

4.   Conviction Information:  If you have EVER received a ticket from law enforcement or animal control, check the court system
to see if the ticket is on your record as a misdemeanor or felony conviction.  Speeding tickets are not misdemeanors or felonies.  You
are required to list ALL convictions (regardless of when they occurred) on the application; you are NOT required to list infractions,
diversions or dismissals.  Misdemeanor and felony convictions can either be processed through traffic or criminal court, so when you
check with the county court/district court, you should ask for both traffic and criminal court misdemeanor/felony convictions.

If you have convictions, you must submit:
(i) A copy of the court record related to all misdemeanor and felony convictions, that includes the statement of charges and final
disposition, if the conviction(s) occurred in a state other than Nebraska;
(ii) An explanation of the events leading to the conviction (what, when, where, why) and a summary of actions that the applicant has
taken to address the behaviors or actions related to the conviction; and
(iii) A letter from the applicant’s probation officer addressing the terms and current status of the probation, if the applicant is currently
on probation.

If you had an alcohol and drug evaluation and/or completed treatment, to assist the Board and Department in review of any
drug and/or alcohol conviction(s), the treatment provider must submit all evaluations/discharge summaries directly to the
Department.

The following provides SOME examples of convictions; this is NOT a complete list 
• MIP/ Tobacco Use by Minor
• DUI / DWI
• Controlled Substance
• Open Container
• Shoplifting / Theft / Burglary
• Unauthorized use of a Financial Transaction
• Disturbing the Peace
• Assault / Prostitution
• Disorderly Conduct / Disorderly House
• Reckless Driving

• Driving under Suspension / Revocation
• License Vehicle without Liability Insurance
• Fail to Appear in Court
• False Information or Reporting
• Leave the Scene of an Accident
• Operator not Carrying License
• Unlawful Display of Plates/Renewal tabs
• Park Rule Violation / Curfew Violation
• Dog at Large / Fail to Vaccinate Animal
• Littering / Fireworks / Bad Check

NOTE: If you have any criminal charges or license disciplinary actions pending that result in a conviction or license 
discipline, you are required to report such action to the Investigative Unit within 30 days of the conviction or disciplinary 
action.  Reporting forms can be obtained at the following website:  https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Investigations.aspx or by phone 
402-471-0175. 

4.   Licensing Information:  If you currently hold or have held a credential to provide health related services in a state/jurisdiction
other than Nebraska, you must submit verification of the license(s) even if that license is no longer current.
  Disciplinary Action:  If you had any disciplinary action(s) taken against your credential, submit a copy of the discipline

Application Processing:  

You can verify receipt and issuance of your application at the following web site:  https://www.nebraska.gov/LISSearch/search.cgi If 
your file shows ‘status: pending’, your application has been received by the Department and is in the review process.   

All applications will be reviewed in date order received.  Once reviewed, you will receive an e-mail or letter within approximately 
10 days advising you that your license has been issued or that your application is incomplete.  If incomplete, you will be informed of 
how to complete your application.   You have 90 days to complete your application; if not completed within this 90 days, your 
application will be closed and all documents destroyed.  A new application will then be required. 

Records Retention Schedule:  When your license is issued, your application and documents will be kept by the Department for 5 
years; after 5 years all documents will be destroyed.  We encourage you to keep a copy of your application for your records. 

Contact Information:  Telephone: 402-471-2117 
FAX:  402-742-1106  
E-Mail: dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov    

9/2020 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Investigations.aspx
https://www.nebraska.gov/LISSearch/search.cgi
mailto:dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov


Licensure Unit 
P.O. Box 94986 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4986 
Telephone: 402-471-4918   
FAX:  402-742-1106  E-Mail: dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov 

Check the appropriate application(s) below: 

  Provisionally Licensed Mental Health Practitioner (PLMHP) 
I also plan to earn experience for a Certificate in:    
  Marriage and Family Therapy

  Professional Counseling

  Social Work

  Provisionally Certified Master Social Worker (PCMSW) 
(if you check ONLY this category (PCMSW), you may NOT provide 
mental health services) 

FEE:   $125 
(unless you qualify for a fee waiver, see below) 

Pay by check or money order to:  Licensure Unit 
Your cancelled check is your proof of payment.  

Payment is processed upon receipt.  
We are unable to accept electronic payments.

Licenses expire 5 years from date of issuance 

Fee Waiver:  If you meet one of the following fee waivers, your initial license fee is waived.    Check only one waiver: 

□ Young Worker:   I am under 26 years old.

□ Low-income Individual:

□ I am enrolled in a state or federal public assistance program, including, but not limited to, the
medical assistance program established pursuant to the Medical Assistance Act, the federal Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, or the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program, OR  

□ My household adjusted gross income is below 130% of the federal income poverty guideline.

□ Military Family:  I am an active duty service member in the armed services of the United States, a military spouse, honorably
discharged veteran of the armed services of the United States, spouse of such honorably discharged veteran, and un-remarried
surviving spouses of deceased service members of the armed services of the United States.

You must complete all sections of this application 

SECTION A:  INFORMATION       
1 You must print your Legal Name below 

First: Middle: Last Name: 

List any other names, you are or have ever been known as (AKA), 
including maiden name and your last name on your birth certificate 

2 Address: Street/PO/Route: 

City: State or Country: Zip: 

3 Social Security 
Number (SSN): 

Neb. Rev. Stat. §§38-123 and 38-130 requires you to provide your social security number to DHHS.  Although your number is not
public information, DHHS may share your social security number for child support enforcement or other administrative purposes and 
provide it to the Department of Revenue or the Department of Labor. 

PLMHP/PCMSW Application - Page 2 

PROVISIONAL APPLICATION 

Licensed Mental Health Practitioner 
Certified Master Social Worker 

(Must be earning post-masters experience in Nebraska to qualify) 

mailto:dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov


4 If you ARE NOT a U.S. Citizen, list your Alien 
Registration # or I-94 #: □ A#:    □  I-94 #

5 Date of Birth (Month/Day/Year): Place of Birth (City/State or COUNTRY): 

6 Phone #: Additional Phone #: (optional)* 

E-Mail Address: 

7 Have you ever been denied the right to 
take a license examination in any 
State? 

Yes  □   No   □    If yes, explain:

SECTION B:  CONVICTION AND LICENSE INFORMATION 
Failure to list any conviction(s) or disciplinary action(s), regardless of when the action occurred, could result in disciplinary action. 

CONVICTION INFORMATION:  You must list ALL misdemeanor or felony convictions (regardless of when they occurred or whether 
you previously listed them on a prior application); you are NOT required to list infractions, diversions or dismissals.  Misdemeanor and 
felony convictions can either be processed through traffic or criminal court, so when you check with the county court/district court, you 
should ask for both traffic and criminal court misdemeanor and felony convictions.  

1 Have you EVER been 
convicted of a misdemeanor 
or felony? 

Type of Crime  Date of Action Name of Court 
Taking Action 

Yes □     No  □

The following provides SOME examples of convictions; this is NOT a complete list 
• MIP/ Tobacco Use by Minor
• DUI / DWI
• Controlled Substance
• Open Container
• Shoplifting / Theft / Burglary
• Unauthorized use of a Financial Transaction
• Disturbing the Peace
• Assault / Prostitution
• Disorderly Conduct / Disorderly House
• Reckless Driving

• Driving under Suspension / Revocation
• License Vehicle without Liability Insurance
• Fail to Appear in Court
• False Information or Reporting
• Leave the Scene of an Accident
• Operator not Carrying License
• Unlawful Display of Plates/Renewal tabs
• Park Rule Violation / Curfew Violation
• Dog at Large / Fail to Vaccinate Animal
• Littering / Fireworks / Bad Check

NOTE:  If you have any criminal charges or credential disciplinary actions pending that result in a conviction or credential discipline, you 
are required to report such action to the Investigative Unit within 30 days of the conviction or disciplinary action.  Reporting forms 
can be obtained at:  http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Investigations.aspx or by phone 402-471-0175. 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Investigations.aspx
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LICENSE INFORMATION:  The following questions relate to a license, certificate, or registration that you currently hold or have held to 
provide health related services in a state/jurisdiction other than Nebraska.  

2 Do you hold or have you held an active or 
inactive (similar status) credential in any other 
state(s) or jurisdiction? 

If yes, what state(s) 
are/were you licensed in? 

What type of credential(s) do you hold or have you 
held? 

Yes □     No  □ 
If you do hold or have held a credential, has 
your credential ever been denied, refused 
renewal, limited, suspended, revoked or had 
other disciplinary measures taken against it? 

Type of Action Date of Action Name of State Taking Action 

Yes □     No  □
If you have disciplinary charges pending or if your credential has been revoked, suspended, limited, is on probation or disciplined 
in any way, please contact the state(s) taking the action and request a copy of the disciplinary action be sent to the Nebraska 
Licensure Unit. 

SECTION C:  EDUCATION
YOU MUST SUBMIT an official transcript verifying receipt of your masters or doctorate degree.  You may submit an Official paper 
transcript or request that your school electronically submit directly the following e-mail address:  dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov   
We do not accept copies of transcripts sent electronically to the applicant.   

Name of College/University: 

Type of Degree Received: 

Date of Degree: 

Degree Major: 

Accreditation:  Check the applicable accreditation if you received a master’s or doctorate degree from one of the following: 

□ Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE)

□ Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP)

□ Council on Social work Education (CSWE)

□ Council on Rehabilitation Education (CORE)

□ The American Psychological Association (APA) for a doctoral degree program enrolled in by a person who has a master’s degree
or its equivalent in psychology

SECTION D - PRACTICE PRIOR TO LICENSE or REPRESENTATION AS A SOCIAL WORKER        
If you practice mental health or represent yourself as a social worker prior to issuance of your provisional license, you are subject to 
assessment of an Administrative Penalty of $10 per day up to $1,000, or other action as provided in the statutes and regulations. 

□ No.    I have NOT practiced mental health or represented myself as a social worker in Nebraska without a Nebraska credential.

□ Yes.   I have practiced mental health or represented myself as a social worker in Nebraska without a Nebraska credential.

If yes, what are the actual number of days you 
practiced mental health or represented yourself as 
a social worker in Nebraska without a license or 
certificate and what is the business name, location 
and telephone number of the practice:   

Number of days: 

Name of Business: 

City: 

Telephone #: 

mailto:dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov
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SECTION E:  ATTESTATION         
For the purpose of meeting Neb. Rev. Stat. §§4-108 through 4-114 and 38-129 (check ONE of the boxes below): I attest that: 

□ I am a citizen of the United States.

□ I am NOT a citizen of the United States. I am a qualified alien under the federal Immigration and Nationality Act, or a
non-immigrant lawfully present in the United States, with documentation such as a permanent resident card, I-94 
document, asylum, etc.  

□ I am NOT a citizen of the United States. I have an unexpired Employment Authorization Document (EAD) and
documentation listed under the Federal REAL ID act, such as DACA, pending asylum, pending refugee, etc. 

□ I am NOT a citizen of the United States, a nonimmigrant, nor a qualified alien under the Federal
Immigration and Nationality Act 

I further attest that:         
1. I have read the application or have had the application read to me; and
2. I am of good character and all statements on this application are true and complete.

Print Name:  _____________________________________ 

Signature:     _____________________________________  Date:  _____________________ 

MILITARY:  To view licensing services available to members of the military and their spouses, visit our website 
at https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Professions-and-Occupations.aspx  

http://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Professions-and-Occupations.aspx
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Licensure Unit 
P. O. Box 94986 - Lincoln, NE 68509-4986 
(402) 471-4905   
Dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov  

This practicum or internship must have been completed as part of your degree program 
(Work experience gained after the degree was issued, is not acceptable towards the practicum/internship) 

SUPERVISOR INFORMATION: 

Name of Supervisor: ___________________________________________ License Type:  _______________ License #:  _______ 

Name of Applicant: ___________________________________________ 

The practicum/internship was completed at:  ______________________________________________________ (name of business), 

in _____________________ (city) __________ (state). 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 
Mental health practice means the provision of treatment, assessment, psychotherapy, counseling, or equivalent activities to 
individuals, couples, families, or groups for behavioral, cognitive, social, mental, or emotional disorders, including 
interpersonal or personal situations. 
• Direct client contact is contact between the practicum student and a client system, including collateral contacts, while providing mental

health services. Supervisory sessions involving only the practicum student and supervisor and any artificial situation where a person 
presents a problem, such as role playing, is not direct client contact. 

• Face to face supervision may include in-person or interactive visual imaging assisted communication which is secure and confidential.

Mental Health Practitioner: 
Check this box if the applicant will be applying for a Mental Health Practitioner License. 

□ I verify that the above named applicant has completed a minimum of 300 clock hours of supervised direct client contact; of these 300
hours, 150 clock hours were face-to-face in a work setting. 

Independent Mental Health Practitioner: 
The following applies if the applicant will be applying for an Independent Mental Health Practice license based on equivalency 
of a CACREP accredited program. 

□ I verify that the above named applicant has completed a minimum of at least 700 clock hours of Practicum and/or Internship as part of
his/her master’s or doctoral degree program, which included at least 280 hours of direct service with clients.  

Marriage and Family Therapy: 
Check this box if the applicant will also be applying for a marriage and family therapy certification. 

□ I verify that the above named applicant has completed at least 300 clock hours of supervised direct client contact with individuals,
couples and families.  Of these 300 hours, no more than 150 hours were with individuals. 

ATTESTATION:  I state that I am the person completing this form and the statements are true and complete. 

I further verify that the applicant has completed a practicum/internship as part of his/her Master’s Degree Program, including the 
clock hours listed above, providing mental health services under supervision.   

Date (Print/Type) Name of Supervisor or Internship Director 

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR or INTERNSHIP DIRECTOR 
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MASTER’S/DOCTORATE PRACTICUM OR 
INTERNSHIP VERIFICATION  

The Practicum or Internship Supervisor or Director 
MUST complete this form. 

mailto:Dhhs.licensure2117@nebraska.gov


 
SECTION F:  MENTAL HEALTH PRACTICE COURSEWORK  

 
ACCREDTIED PROGRAMS:  If your program is accredited by one of the following, you ARE NOT required to complete the following 
coursework information. 
 

• Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE) 
• Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) 
• Council on Social work Education (CSWE) 
• Council on Rehabilitation Education (CORE) 
• The American Psychological Association (APA) for a doctoral degree program enrolled in by a person who has a master’s 

degree or its equivalent in psychology  
 

NON-ACCREDITED PROGRAM:  If you received a masters’ or doctorate degree from a program OTHER THAN those listed as 
accredited: 
 

1. Your degree must consist of course work and training which was primarily therapeutic mental health in content. 
2. Your degree must be from an institution of higher education approved by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) or 

its successor. 
You must submit course descriptions for each course(s) listed below from the time you completed such course; a syllabus is preferred 
and must be from the time you completed each course. 
 

An official course description must be attached for each course listed. 
 
 

(LIST the name of the course, the course number and the name of the institution in which the course was completed). 
 

PRACTICUM OR INTERNSHIP (must be part of your degree) 
Course Definition:  (If completed after September 1, 1995, the practicum or internship must include a minimum of 300 clock hours of 
direct client contact of which 150 clock hours must be face-to-face in a work setting under the supervision of a qualified supervisor – 
Any artificial situation where a person presents a problem, such as role playing, is not acceptable)  
 
Your supervisor or internship director must submit Page 4 of this application to verify completion of the practicum/internship 
requirement. 
 

Name of Course Course Number College/University 
  

 
 

  
 

 

If your practicum was completed prior to September 1, 1995, there is no hour requirement and Page 4 of this application is not 
required to be completed or submitted; however, you must still list the practicum/internship above. 

 
 

Coursework Areas Required by Nebraska 
 

1.  THEORIES AND TECHNIQUES OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION: (6 semester hours or 9-quarter hours) 
Course Definition:  Courses that cover therapeutic techniques and strategies for human behavioral intervention.  This includes major 
contributions of the biological, behavioral, cognitive, and social sciences relevant to understanding assessment and treatment of the 
person and his/her environment with emphases on the social systems framework, personality theories and individual development 
through the life cycle, and their application. 
 
 

Name of Course(s) Course Number College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
2.  PROFESSIONAL ETHICS AND ORIENTATION:  (3 semester hours or 4.5-quarter hours)   
Course Definition:  The application of ethical and legal issues to the practice.  Examples are: family law, codes of ethics, boundaries, 
peer review, record keeping, confidentiality, informed consent, and duty to warn.    
 
 

Name of Course(s) Course Number College/University 
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3.  ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES REQUIRED FOR MENTAL HEALTH PRACTICE:   (3 semester hours or 4.5-quarter hours)   
Course Definition:  Includes the process of collecting pertinent data about client or client systems and their environment and 
appraising the data as a basis for making decisions regarding treatment and/or referral.  Examples are ability to make a clinical 
diagnostic impression, knowledge of psychopathology, and assessment of substance abuse and other addictions. 
 
 

Name of Course(s) Course Number College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

4.  HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT:  (3 semester hours or 4.5-quarter hours)  
Course Definition:  The integration of the psychological, sociological and biological approaches within the life cycle.  Examples are 
awareness of culture, gender, or human sexuality at developmental levels, human behavior (normal and abnormal), personality theory, 
and learning theory.  
 
 

Name of Course(s) Course Number College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

5.  RESEARCH AND EVALUATION:  (3 semester hours or 4.5-quarter hours)   
Course Definition:  Includes such areas as statistics or research design and development of research and demonstration proposals. 
 
 

Name of Course(s) Course Number College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
Undergraduate Courses: 
Undergraduate courses can only be considered if the Graduate program accepted an undergraduate course(s) as meeting the above 
graduate course criteria. The school must submit a notarized letter, on institutional letterhead, from an authorized person, i.e., the 
Department Chair of the program, stating the undergraduate course(s) was accepted to meet the educational requirement(s) of the 
master’s degree. 

 
 
  For Office Use Only:  Date reviewed:  ____________ by: _____  
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SECTION G:  MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY COURSEWORK 
COMPLETE THIS COURSEWORK INFORMATION IF YOU ARE REQUESTING CERTIFICATION AS A MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST 

 
ACCREDITED COAMFTE PROGRAM:  If you graduated from a marriage and family therapy program that COAMFTE approved you 
ARE NOT required to complete the following coursework information. 
 

NON-ACCREDITED PROGRAM:  For related MFT programs or NON-COAMFTE programs, list the name of the course, the 
course number and the name of the institution in which the course was completed.   
An official course description must be attached for each course listed. 

 

 
1. MARRIAGE AND FAMILY STUDIES (9 semester or 13.5 quarter or a combination of these hours)  
Course Definition:  Courses in this area should be a fundamental introduction to systems theory.  The student should learn to 
understand family structures and functioning within the social systems framework (including environmental context) and regarding 
diverse range of presenting issues (i.e. gender, cultural, substance abuse).  Topic areas may include: systems theory, family 
development, family subsystems, blended families, gender issues in families, cultural issues in families, etc.   
  
This area must have a major focus from systems theory orientation and encompass the social systems orientation.  Survey or overview 
courses in which systems in one of several theories covered is not appropriate.  Courses in which systems theory is the overarching 
framework and other theories are studied in relations to systems theory are appropriate. 
 
Course Name Course # College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

2. MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY (9 semester or 13.5 quarter or a combination of these hours)  
Course Definition:  Courses in this area should have a major focus on family systems theory and systemic therapeutic interventions.  
This area is intended to provide a substantive understanding of the major theories of systems change, the applied practices evolving 
from each theoretical orientation, including diagnosis/assessment of individuals, couples and families.  Major theoretical approaches 
might include: strategic, structural, object relations, cognitive behavioral, intergenerational, and integrative models of therapy with 
individuals, couples, and families. 
 
Course Name Course # College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

3. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT (9 semester or 13.5 quarter or a combination of these hours)  
Course Definition:  Courses in this area should provide knowledge of individual personality development and its normal and abnormal 
manifestations.  The student should have relevant course work in human development across the life span, which includes special 
issues that effect an individual's development (i.e. culture, gender, and human sexuality).  Topic areas may include human 
development, child/adolescent development, psychopathology, personality theory, human sexuality, etc.  This material should be 
integrated with systems concepts.  Test and measurement courses are not accepted toward this area. 
 
Course Name Course # College/University 
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4. PROFESSIONAL STUDIES (3 semester or 4.5 quarter or a combination of these hours)  
Course Definition:  Courses in this area are intended to contribute to the professional development of the therapist.  Areas of study 
should include the therapist's legal responsibilities and liabilities, professional ethics relevant to marriage and family issues, 
professional values and socialization, and the role of the professional organization, licensure or certification legislation, independent 
practice and interpersonal cooperation.   Religious ethics courses and moral theology courses are not accepted toward this area. 
 
Course Name Course # College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

5. RESEARCH (3 semester or 4.5 quarter or a combination of these hours)  
Course Definition:  Courses in this area should assist students in understanding and performing research.  Topic areas may include 
research methodology, quantitative methods and statistics.  Individual personality and test and measurement courses are not accepted 
toward this area. 
 
Course Name Course # College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

PRACTICUM (minimum 6 semester hours or 9 quarter hours, 300 hours of supervised direct client contact with individuals, 
couples and families, and of this 300 hours, no more than 150 hours may be with individuals)  
 
Course Name Course # College/University 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

For Office Use Only:  Date reviewed:  ____________ by: _____  
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SECTION H - PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR COURSEWORK  
COMPLETE THIS COURSEWORK INFORMATION IF YOU ARE REQUESTING CERTIFICFATION AS A PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR  

 
ACCREDITED CACREP PROGRAM:   
If your program is accredited by CACREP, you ARE NOT required to complete the following coursework information. 
 

NON-ACCREDITED CACREP PROGRAM:  The following must be completed by applicants applying with a master's degree from 
a non-CACREP counseling related field offered by a regionally accredited higher educational institution. 
 
 List the name of the course, the course number and the name of the institution in which the course was completed   
An official course description must be attached for each course listed. 

 

   
COUNSELING THEORY   (3 semester hours):  Course Definition:  Includes a study of basic theories principles and techniques of 
counseling and their application to professional counseling settings. 
 
Course Name Course # College/University 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
SUPERVISED COUNSELING PRACTICUM:  Course Definition:   
Mental Health Practice Applicants:  Refers to supervised counseling experience in a work/community based setting of at least one 
semester in duration for a minimum of 3 hours academic credit as part of a master's program component 
Independent Mental Health Practice Applicants:  Must have completed at least 700 clock hours of Practicum and/or Internship 
as part of his/her master’s or doctoral degree program, which included at least 280 hours of direct service with clients. 
 
Course Name Course # College/University 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
In addition to the above 2 coursework areas, you must have completed at least 3 semester hours in 5 of the 
following areas. 

 
 

1. HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT:  Course Definition:  Includes studies that provide a broad understanding of the nature 
and needs of individuals at all developmental levels.  Emphasis is placed on biopsychosocial approaches.  Also included are such 
areas as human behavior (normal and abnormal), personality theory and learning theory. 
 

Course Name Course # College/University 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
2. SOCIAL AND CULTURAL FOUNDATIONS:  Course Definition:  Includes studies of change, ethnic groups, subcultures, changing 
roles of women, sexism, urban and rural societies, population patterns cultural mores, use of leisure time and differing life patterns.  
Such disciplines as the behavioral sciences, economics and political science are involved. 
 

Course Name Course # College/University 
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3. HELPING RELATIONSHIP:  Course Definition:  Includes philosophic bases of the helping relationship; consultation theory, 
practice, and application; and an emphasis on development of counselor and client (or consultee) self-awareness. 
 

Course Name Course # College/University 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
4. GROUP DYNAMICS, PROCESSING AND COUNSELING:  Course Definition:  Includes theory and types of groups, as well as 
descriptions of group practices, methods, dynamics, and facilitative skills.  This also includes supervised practice. 
 

Course Name Course # College/University 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
5. LIFESTYLE AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT:  Course Definition:  Includes such areas as vocational choice theory, relationship 
between career choice and lifestyle, sources of occupational and educational information, approaches to career decision making 
processes and career exploration techniques. 
 

Course Name Course # College/University 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
6. APPRAISAL OF INDIVIDUALS:  Course Definition:  Includes the development of framework for understanding the individual 
including methods of data gathering and interpretation, individual and group testing, case study approaches, and the study of individual 
differences.  Ethnic, cultural and sex factors are also considered. 
 

Course Name Course # College/University 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
7. RESEARCH AND EVALUATION:  Course Definition:  Includes such areas as statistics, research design and development of 
research and demonstration proposals.  It includes understanding legislation relating to the development of research, program 
development and demonstration proposals, as well as the development and evaluation of program objectives. 
 

Course Name Course # College/University 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
8. PROFESSIONAL ORIENTATION:  Course Definition:  Includes goals and objectives of professional organizations, codes of ethics 
legal considerations, standards of preparation, certification, licensing, and role identity of counselors and of other personal services 
specialists. 
 

Course Name Course # College/University 
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NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

DIVISION OF MEDICAID AND LONG-TERM CARE 

GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

“This guidance document is advisory in nature but is binding on an agency until 

amended by such agency. A guidance document does not include internal 

procedural documents that only affect the internal operations of the agency and 

does not impose additional requirements or penalties on regulated parties or 

include confidential information or rules and regulations made in accordance with 

the Administrative Procedure Act. If you believe that this guidance document 

imposes additional requirements or penalties on regulated parties, you may 

request a review of the document.” 

Pursuant to 

Neb. Rev. Stat. 84-901.03



Definitions 

 

 

 

ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING. Self-care activities which must be accomplished by 

an individual for continued well-being including mobility and transferring, 

dressing and grooming, bathing and personal hygiene, toileting, bladder care, 

and eating. 

DRIVER. An individual, employed by the provider and has a valid driver’s license 

to operate the specially adapted vehicle. 

NON-EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE. Transportation for children both to and 

from medically necessary therapy appointments as defined in an Individual 

Education Plan (IEP) or Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). 

OUTSIDE MEDICAL SERVICE. A medical service received in a facility not located 

on the premises of the educational facility the student attends. 

PAY-TO PROVIDER. The provider identified in the “Pay-To” field on the MC-19, 

Nebraska Medical Assistance Service Provider Agreement. 

PROVIDER. For the purposes of this 471 Nebraska Administrative Code (NAC) 

Chapter 25 only, the “provider” is a Public School District, Education Services 

Unit (ESU) or Approved Cooperatives. 

REGULAR OR GENERAL EDUCATION SCHOOL BUS. A school bus or vehicle, 

provided by the school district, used to pick up and deliver general education 

students from school pick up site to school.  

SERVICE RENDERING PROVIDER. The provider who provides services directly to 

the client. 

SPECIALLY ADAPTED VEHICLE.  A vehicle equipped with adaptive devices to 

medically accommodate physical disabilities of passengers.  Examples of 

adaptive devices include, but are not limited to, wheelchair locks, wheelchair lift 

or ramp, or oxygen hookups. 

TRANSPORTATION AIDE.  An individual, employed by the provider, who can 

assist with passenger needs and transportation accommodations, as stated in 

the student Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Individualized Family Service Plan 

(IFSP). 



 

 

 

Key Items that you need to remember when accessing School-Based 

Services 
 You need to enroll ALL direct service providers with Nebraska Medicaid.  

This can be accomplished by contact Maximus. 

Maximus 844-374-5022 

www.nebraskamedicaidproviderenrollment.com 

 Providers that have a license through the Nebraska Department of Public 

Health need to get a NPI number. This can be attained by going to the 

following website: https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov. 

 Documentation is required for ALL direct services that are provided 

according to IDEA and Medicaid Standards (See Attachment One). All 

documentation must be kept on file for no less than six years. 

 Physician referral needs to be obtained for all direct services.  When 

obtaining a physician referral it ensures that the service(s) being provided 

are appropriate.  The referral can be provided by an enrolled Medicaid 

provider that is a licensed physician, physician’s assistant, or a licensed and 

certified nurse practitioner. You usually only need to obtain a physician 

referral one time.  However in the following circumstances another referral 

may need to be obtained: referring physician’s death, retirement or loss of 

license or if additional direct services are being added. (Practitioner 

Referral Form, see attachment Two) 

 Claims need to be submitted for children that are eligible for Medicaid in 

Public Services (MIPS).  These claims are submitted through the Nebraska 

Department of Education Portal. Who is eligible for MIPS? Children that are 

birth to twenty-one years of age, currently enrolled in Nebraska Medicaid 

and have the services written in their IEP (Individual Education Plan) or IFSP 

(Individual Family Service Plan). 

 Regulations that govern the School-Based Services Program 471 NAC 

Chapter 25. 

http://www.nebraskamedicaidproviderenrollment.com/
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/


Service Definitions 
**These will help you determine who can provide direct services. ** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medical Transportation Services 

 Provider personnel (bus driver, aides, etc.) must be employed by or under 

contract with the school district, ESU, or approved cooperatives providing 

special education and related services.  Nebraska school districts, ESUs, and 

approved cooperatives providing special education and related services 

must be enrolled in Nebraska Medicaid as the qualified providers of 

services. 

Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services 

 Physician,  

 Licensed Psychologist,  

 Licensed Independent Mental Health Practitioner (LIMHP),  

 Licensed Mental Health Practitioner (LMHP),  

 Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor (LADC) for substance use services 

only, 

 Provisionally Licensed LADC for substance use only,  

 Provisionally Licensed Psychologist,  

 Provisionally Licensed Mental Health Practitioner (PLMHP),  

 Board Certified Behavioral Analyst,  

 Board Certified Assistant Behavioral Analyst,  

 Registered Behavior Technician.  

*Provider personnel must be employed by or under contract with the school 
district, ESU, or approved cooperatives providing special education and related 
services.   



Nursing Services 

 Licensed RN,  

 Licensed LPN,  

 Health technician   

 Health paraprofessional under the supervision of a licensed RN or licensed 

LPN.   

*Provider personnel must be employed by or under contract with the school 
district, ESU, or approved cooperatives providing special education and related 
services.   
 

 

 

 

Occupational Therapy Services 

 Licensed occupational therapist,  

 Licensed occupational therapy assistant or paraprofessional under the 

supervision of licensed occupational therapist. 

*Provider personnel must be employed by or under contract with the school 
district, ESU, or approved cooperatives providing special education and related 
services.   

Personal Assistance Services 

 Personal assistance providers must be age 19 or older. 

*Provider personnel must be employed by or under contract with the school 
district, ESU, or approved cooperatives providing special education and related 
services.   

**Definition of Services that can be provided: 

Personal assistance services are tasks to assist with Activities of Daily Living 
(ADLs), intended to supplement the child’s own personal abilities and 
resources and documented in the IEP or IFSP. 

i. Basic personal hygiene; 
ii. Toileting/bowel and bladder care; 



iii. Mobility and transfers; 
iv. Assistance with self-administered medications; and 
v. Assistance with food, nutrition, and diet activities 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Physical Therapy Services 

 Licensed physical therapist, 

 Licensed physical therapy assistant or paraprofessional under the 

supervision of licensed physical therapist. 

*Provider personnel must be employed by or under contract with the school 
district, ESU, or approved cooperatives providing special education and related 
services.   

Services for Individuals with Speech, Hearing, and Language Disorders  

 Licensed speech pathologist, 

 Licensed audiologist, 

 Paraprofessional under the supervision of a licensed speech pathologist,  

 Medicaid enrolled speech therapist.  

*Provider personnel must be employed by or under contract with the school 

district, ESU, or approved cooperatives providing special education and related 

services. 

Visual Care Services 

 Licensed optometrist 

 Licensed ophthalmologist 
*Provider personnel must be employed by or under contract with the school 
district, ESU, or approved cooperatives providing special education and related 
services.   



Direct Services 
 

 

 

 

Services must be provided in accordance with all regulations and statutes 

governing the provision of Special Education School-Based Services to resident 

children of the State of Nebraska, and the following criteria (see 471 NAC 25-

003.02A – 25-003.01) must be met. 

All Special Education School-Based Services covered under this chapter must be 

necessary to meet the unique needs of the student and family and recommended 

as: 

(i) A related service or supplementary aid or service in an Individual 
Education Program             
(IEP); or 

(ii) An early intervention service in an Individualized Family Service Plan 
(IFSP). 

PHYSICAL THERAPY, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, SPEECH PATHOLOGY AND 

AUDIOLOGY SERVICES. Medicaid covers physical therapy, occupational therapy, 

and speech pathology and audiology services as indicated in the child’s Individual 

Education Plan (IEP) or Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP), and provided in 

accordance with the provider standards outlined in this chapter.  Additionally, 

each therapy must be referred or prescribed by a physician, physician's assistant, 

or certified nurse practitioner.  If services are referred or prescribed by a 

physician’s assistant, corresponding claims must include the license number of 

the supervising physician to whom the referring or prescribing physician’s 

assistant is assisting. 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES.  Medicaid covers behavioral modification, 

psychotherapy services, psychological testing, assessment needs for specific 

therapy services and evaluation as documented in an Individual Education Plan 

(IEP) or Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP).  In addition to the requirements 

in 25-003.01 (D), mental health services must: 



(i) Be necessary to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent regression of significant 

functional   impairments resulting from symptoms of a mental health disorder 

diagnosis; 

(ii) Be supported by evidence that the treatment improves symptoms and 

functioning       for the individual client’s mental health or substance use disorder 

diagnosis; and 

(iii) Be reasonably expected to improve the individual’s condition or prevent 

further regression so that the services will no longer be necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NURSING SERVICES.  Medicaid covers medically necessary nursing services when 

they are documented in an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Individualized Family 

Service Plan (IFSP) and ordered by the client’s physician.  Nursing services must be 

provided through direct intervention within the scope of professional practice of 

the Registered Nurse (RN) or Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN); during a face-to-face 

encounter.  Nursing services cover Registered Nurse (RN) or Licensed Practical 

Nurse Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) services when ordered by the client’s 

physician based on medical necessity.  Covered nursing services include the 

following:  

(i) Vitamin B-12 Injections:  Covered only for treatment of pernicious  

 anemia; 

(ii) Decubitus and Skin Disorders:  The physician order must indicate  

 skilled care, requiring prescribed medications and treatment.  Usually 

 Stage III (deep without necrotic tissue).  Infected decubiti are   

 included when treatment specifically ordered by physician; 

(iii) Colostomy, Ileostomy, and Gastrostomy:  Covered for immediate  

 postoperative time when maintenance care and control by the   

 patient or family is being established; 

(iv) Bowel and Bladder Training:  Covered to teach skills and factual  

 information necessary to adhere to a specific formal regime; 



 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(v) Urethral Catheters and Sterile Irrigations:  Covered for insertions and  

 changes when active urological problems are present and the client is 

 unable to do physician-ordered irrigations; 

(vi) Observation and Evaluation:  Must require furnishing of a skilled  

 service for an unstable condition.  The client must have: 

(1) Had a recent acute episode (past 30-60 days); 

(2) A well-documented history of noncompliance without  

nursing intervention; or 

(3) A Significant high probability that complications would arise 

(within 30  to 60 days) without the skilled supervision of the  

treatment program on an intermittent basis. 

(vii) Teaching and Training Activities:  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

             

  

  

  

  

  

(1) Skills requiring the knowledge of nurse 

(a) Injections; 

(b) Irrigating a catheter; 

(c) Care of ostomy; 

(d) Respiratory treatment; 

(e) Preparation and following a therapeutic diet; 

(f) Application of dressing to wounds involving prescription  

           medications or aseptic techniques;  

(g) Bladder training; and  

(h) Bowel training (only when incontinency exists). 

 

 

 

(1) Use of adaptive devices and special techniques  

 when loss of function has occurred; and 

(2) Performance of body transfer activities. 

(viii) Enemas and Removal of Impactions:  Covered when the skills of a  

nurse are required; 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(ix) Dressings:  Covered when aseptic technique and prescription 

medications are used; 

(x)  Casts: Covered if the necessary level of care is other than routine care; 

(xi) Diabetic (blind or disabled):  Covered to prefill insulin syringes, blood 

sugar testing and foot care; 

(xii) Teaching and Training during Postpartum:  Teaching and training must 

require the skills and knowledge of a nurse.  Visits are limited to two 

maximum, unless an unusual situation is well documented; or 

(xiii) Enterostomal Therapy. 

 

PERSONAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES. Personal assistance services are tasks to assist 

with Activities of Daily Living (and other activities listed in 471 NAC Chapter 15) 

and intended to supplement the child’s own personal abilities and resources.  

These services are provided to persons with disabilities and chronic conditions to 

enable them to accomplish tasks that they would normally do for themselves if 

they did not have a disability.  The services must be determined and documented, 

based on individual needs and criteria, in a written Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

or Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) which has been approved by a 

consulting physician.  Services authorized in the Individual Education Plan (IEP) or 

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) must relate directly to the needs 

identified accompanying in the assessment.  These services include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(i) Basic personal hygiene:  Providing or assisting in bathing, shampoo, hair 

grooming; nail care; oral hygiene; shaving; and dressing; 

(ii) Toileting, bowel and bladder care:  Assisting to and from bathroom, on 

and off toilet or commode, diapering, bedpan; external cleansing of 

perineal area; maintenance bowel care; and changing or emptying catheter 

bag; 

(iii) Mobility, transfers:  Assisting with ambulation with or without aids; 

repositioning;   encouraging active range-of-motion exercises; assisting with 

passive range-of-motion exercise; and assisting with transfers with or 

without mechanical devices; 



 

 

 

(iv) Nutrition:  Assisting with food, nutrition, and diet activities; and 

(v) Medications:  Assisting with administration of medications; reminding 

appropriate persons when prescriptions need to be refilled or taken. 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES. Transportation services to and from non-

emergency outside medical services provided by school personnel and use of 

specially adapted school vehicle to meet student needs. Transportation aide and 

driver must both be included on transport.  The student must be in attendance at 

school on day of medical service to receive transportation services, and cannot be 

taken directly from home to the medical service.  Medical services must be 

provided on same day as the transportation to be covered.  Only one round trip 

transportation per vehicle is covered each day, and the transportation cannot 

duplicate what would otherwise have been received in the course of attending 

school.  The need for the medical service and transportation must be documented 

in the student Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Individualized Family Service Plan 

(IFSP).   

VISUAL CARE SERVICES.  Medically necessary assessment to diagnose or treat a 

specific eye disorder, disease, symptom, complaint, or injury and vision therapy.  

One assessment per calendar year for Medicaid eligible students is allowed.  The 

assessment must be performed in the school by a licensed ophthalmologist or 

optometrist. 



 

 

 

Attachment One 

MIPS Documentation 

Name of Child: 

Date of Birth: 

Diagnosis: 

Date of service: 

Duration of Service (Time in and Time out): 

IEP/IFSP Treatment Goal: 

Progress: 

Signature and Credentials of the servicing provider: 

Requirements for direct service documentation 

 Records must be kept for at least 6 years. 

 Documentation must include name, demographic information, diagnosis or need for the service. 

Please use the diagnosis code. 

 Documents for each date of service are required. 

 Evaluations. 

 Ensure that treatment goals and a Plan of Care must be part of the documentation. 

 Recertification’s that the care is appropriate for the client’s needs and should continue. 

 Progress notes for each date of service. 

 Documentation from ordering physician, physician’s assistant, or certified nurse practitioner 

IEP, IFSP or MDT Plans 

 The order, prescription, or treatment plan of an ordering professional.  The signed IEP/IFSP is 

acceptable. 

 The signature, credential, and signature date of the provider 

 Documentation must be legible 

 Documentation should be available in the client’s file at the time a claim is submitted for 

reimbursement. 



 

 

 

 

Attachment Two 

Direct Service Referral Form 

Practitioner Referral Form 

To: Physician, Physician Assistant, or Nurse Practitioner: 

In order for school districts to receive reimbursement from Nebraska Medicaid for 

School-Based Services a physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner 

referral is required. Please complete this form and return it to the school district 

listed below. 

Student’s Name (Last, First, MI) _________________________________________ 

I am referring the student for services below based on review of evaluation (s) for 

__________________________________________________________service (s). 

(Direct services available are: Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Speech Therapy, Nursing, 

Personal Assistance Services, Mental Health, Vision and Transportation.) 

Practitioner’s Signature: _________________________________________________________________ 

Practitioner’s Printed Name AND Credentials: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NPI (National Provider Identification): ______________________________________________________ 

Date: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments:____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form and documentation to: 

School District/Address 
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