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The                                maps 
generally show increases and 

decreases of the aquifer's water
levels. Shades of red indicate a 
decrease, yellow indicates "no 
change," while shades of green 

indicate an increase. 

water-level change

The High Plains Aquifer underlies 
64,600 square miles of land in Nebraska. 
In 2009, the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) estimated the volume of water 
held or                                   in the 
High Plains Aquifer at 19,500 million 
acre-feet, with 13,200 million acre-feet 
within Nebraska's borders.  

saturation thickness

This map illustrates      
or volume of water released
from the aquifer in 2009. The 
USGS calculated the percentages 
by assessing descriptive logs of 
the makeup (rocks and sediments)
of the aquifer at wells and test sites 
which reach the base.

specific yield

*The data used to create these maps are from the most recent report from the USGS discussing the High Plains Aquifer.
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